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BEC0Af|4ENBATI0N. 

THE " Sceptics ManuaV^ wkife going 
through the press, has been seen by Dr, S, S. 
Smithy of PrinceUHi College, and the ReV. 
JamcB jfrmstrong^f^Trtntm, both of whond^ 
have sent the Publisher special written testi- 
monies of their approbation. 

A part of the language of one, vihich is also 
'he opinion (in substance) of the other* is, that 
« the nature of the work deserves approbation ; 
also the manner in which it is trei^d; and 
the great object it is calculated to promote/* 
The same writer also adds : << 1 am inclined 
to think it promises great usefulness y tsj^ 
cialiy if ttose for whom it is intended, could 
be iirevailed upon to give it an attentive and 
unprejudiced perusal." 

This vrotk is well adapted to the coidirma" 
ion and edification of Christians, though it is 
lore particulady designed for the instruction. 
.4rUnbeUevavs. 
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••He that beareth repr^f gittethttiklewtanding." 
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SCEPTIC'S MANUAL, 

eHMSTIAiflTY TEBIFIED : 

Being a new method of Appeal to the tJnderstaad- 

IngB and Consciences of Deists, jewss Sceptics, 

and Formal Professors : 

iibr the tmth, power, and efficacy of the Christian 
Religion ; demonstrated in three parts : 

lY THE 

3 HOLY SCRIPTUlHiSr^ 

ai-AINTY OP TH» 

[ON OF THE spmrp, 

3 BY THE 

POWER OF R£U0I01ir> 

Al THE CONVBRSIOH UT *OljJp- 

AlfD IN THB I.1V»S*0P 

uisHsrp SAXlTTa. 
'< ffe ihathem^th reproof getmk wtdentimdln^.^ 
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IT is intended in the foUowing^ pages, to offer to 
Unbelievers, after their own manner of rea- 
soning, reasons for the truth and certiunty of the 
Christian Religion^ both in its theory, and in its 
•* power,** deduced from, and confirmed by, data, tQ 
be found in their own judgments and consciences. 

Those who disbelieve the Bible, do not allow their 
opponents to urge their arguments from premsea, 
which their minds already reject, it is therefore the . 
purpose here to convince them from " topics of rea- 
son'* in which they can at once give their consent. 
— ii this manner the Bible is demonstrated to be true. 

It is next endeavoured to show, how it is that God, 
who is a Spirit, *' and whom no man hath seen at 
any time," doth yet as certainly scad perceptibbf mani- 
fest Himself to the tmndf as does the radiance of the 
natural sun to our outward senses at noonday. This 
being a doctrine of vital importance to Christianity, 
though little regarded by some theoretic(U christians, 
is here proposed to the reawn and underatandin^ 
of all objectors, and enforced by suitable Scripture 
concurrence. 

Finally, as Religion is a Satiptttral service^ and is 
an affection and feeling of the heart, wrought there, 
perceptibly and pretemattiraUy by the Hqly Ghost, to 
the sure and certain evidence and consolation of all 
true Believers, it is endeavoured to show the energy 
imd transforming effect of that spiritual power in 
convincing and convicting of Sin, and in " changing 
the lieart,"by exhibiting tlie operations of that spirit 
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iv PEBTACB. 

in the death of convicted Sinnera, dying in despair ; 
in Sinners reformed; and in Saints who lived and 
died in the assurance of Fiuth.«-The persons selected 
for this evidence, are such as are best known to the 
literary world* and iq ^e t]n||h :^ whose lives his- 
tory has affixed heriuffleient^stimony. 

This wotk is chiefly derived from the writix^ of 
X^slie, ^Ptetcher, and Simp»w. 
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THE TRUTH 



HOI.Y SCBIPTURE8, 



BY Mr. CHABl£S LESLIE. 



»XXOKSTftAT£A XN HIS SHORT AND EA^T 
MfiTBOD WITH THE 



DEISTS, 

IK A UlTTBIt TO A I^IENB. 
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UPmOlGrtJCTION 



M£TSOb WTTH THE l}fildtd4^ 

THE controversy between Deists and Christians. 
is fI6t so mtXth f espSctrng" {Ee morality of etfiics oi 
^ gospel, (fbr honest Deists adnit it» preeepi^ to 
he^«r^ and of vml m^fwtmc^ t» the w«U bexn^ 0f^ 
fiopiety) asJt i# a.dii^«i,t€t,(H»c«niiiig the intsgriil^ 
jmd vatidityi of the bi« t ^ ksAlf. ChifistiaBs ib^wtyt: 
t« be an inspired baok» becaus^i besides its other 
evkbnces^ it has *< dcinionsteUm and po#er.'^ Btit- 
Infidels imagine it a dt^mive fiH*gtt|r* impose^ upoa 
the creduU^ of Chri^tUns^by the craft of designing 
nien. 

The vdUdity of the bibt.e, being therefore, the 
chief matter at issue, the force of the following ar- 
guments of Leslie, supported (for this occasion) by 
notest chiefly from Fletcher, are purposely limited 
to that kind of appeal to the understanding of unbe- 
lievers, which will best encounter and subdae. their 
unbelief and prejudices. 

The excellence of the moral and perceptive part of 
the gospel, is comparatively an easier task to prove. 
■Its l^neficial, and even purifying tendency, has been 
Already conceded ¥i a v^iy remarkable msoiner, 1^ 
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hoih Rousseau and Bolingbroke.* If however, fur- 
ther information is required upon this subject, the 
honest inquirer may fmd his utmost scruples amply 
combatted, by looking into Mr. Bogue's excellent 
•• Essay on the Divine authority of the New Testa- 
ment,*' a little book drawn w\aa.a|»j^ to the infidels 
«f France, and most admrtaMy aaapted to subdue 
the anti-christian prejudices of any people. 

. Till you convince dn Infidel that the word of cod 
is indeed genuine, you but " beat the air," to urge 
him to read it as his great ri46 of life : hut when 
convinced^...*c kntrag, he liiUst not only study it, but 
must obey it, or perish- 



^ ^ ^ftven Painie( has not sct^^led to s?ay, that ** ^us 
Ghi^t Was^avirtnoua, andean amiabfe man; that the 
nio^tp^he^ireaehed and praeti»ed^ was of the most - 
bienevolent kind ; and that it has not been exeieeded -^ 
by- any/' • Similar concessionfl have been made, at- 
^^rent times, hf Blount ^nd Tindal, ahd by^fpr- 
gaa, TblaocU Chtibh, and c^m. . . r^ 
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WITH tHE 



DlfclSTS. 

i^ IN answer to your^s of the-M iiistcuitv 
I much condole with your unhappy circum- 
stances, o£ b^ing |daced amcmgst such com*- 
fumy,- where, a* youvsi^, you coatinuaily 
hear the sacred scriptures, and die histories 
therein contained, particularly of Moses, and 
of Christ, -and all levttakd religion, turned 
into ridicule, by men who set up for sense- 
and. reason. AikI they say, that there is no 
greater ^und to betieve m Christ dian in 
aiAomtt % that all dicse preteticed to^ reve- 
lation are cheats, and e^er have been, 
among Pagans, Jews, Mahom^ians, and 
Christians : that they are aU alike imposi- 
tions of ounning axld deaignittg men:, upon 
the credulity, at first, of sin^e- and «n- 
thiiOking4)eople; till, their numbeni inereas-^ 
ilKg^ their dd^uaiofia gtw^ popular, came at 
h^x p be cMiabliiib^'by biws*r^»«l ^^ 
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12 fiASr METHpB 

the force of education and custom gives a 
bias to the judgments of after ages, till such 
deceits come really to be bplieved, being 
received upon trust from the ages forego- 
ing, without examining into the original and 
bottom of them. Which these our modem 
men of sense, (as they desire to be esteem- 
ed) say, that they ojaly cjf> i ^hat they only 
have their judgments freed from the slavish 
authority of precedents and laws, in mat- 
ters of truth ; which, they say, ought only 
lobe decided' by roaaon c though, by k pru- 
dent compUanoe vrkAt ^dpuhirity anA Iffwsi!, 
they {Reserve themselves from butrage^^oid 
l^gal peitakiies ; £cnr notie^of their t&m^msSf^ 
ion are addictud to sufferings, or mart^* 
dom.- '^ ' ' >■ "; ■ . -' ' . :': 

•; Kow, air, that iMKb^y6\i 4e^ire feotti 
Bke, ts,^me short! topmiof- t^uaviif if stith 
can be :feftmd/tvidieu4^ rtuud^ to aUlhori^ 
tier, and^the intrioate mazes of leaiKdng, 
v^ivtidi bseed img .dJ^)UKe8 r and: '^vMSi 
these mson} of^ reason disiy^l^ wfcolei^e^ 
thtmgfardieycs^n giveao'reason for it:, bti^ 
suppose Jtkit autbors have >beien truMp^ 
ed |J4)oauB^«itterpQfetedt)(aiideot«up«ee^ sd 
diait no stress cadi be l^id-tipoii i^em^i 
thouc^i k' camicr'berishc^vm trhen^id^^^r 
^e^m.x:<m^ajfmd ^^whidiv^>#etisdn, 'dught 
U»i&t l^vtsthffflu ^p»0«^^«irfto>a)kd^%/ 
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WltH Trie ^feUSTS. 1$ 

otherwi^ it is^iiot oiily-a p^ecarious^ tiut a 
guilty plea : -and tbe-'myi^c/that they relrain 
not to quote bo^iks'on their side, for whose 
authority there are ijo' 'better, or- not so 
good groonds* However, you say, it makes 
your disputes endless, And tl)ey goaway 
with noise and clamour, and a boast^ liiat 
there is nothing, at least nothing certain, ta 
be said on the Ctirietiah side. Therefore 
you are desirous. to find some cme topicof 
reason, which should demonstraie the tratlk 
of the Christian religion, and at the safft^ 
dme distinguish it fk)m>^ iihpogtors of 
'Mahomet, and the did Pagttn world ; that 
^Ur Deists may be brought to this test,>aad 
be eithefr obliged tO; renounce theit reason^ 
sind the co^imon i'^ason- of mankind, or to 
aubmit to the dear proef^ from reason, 'Of • 
the Christiati reH^ibn : which muK b# such 
a pi'Obf, as no impbsture, can prcuend' to, 
Otherwise it canilot prove the Christian re*- 
ligtdn not to bo an imposture. And whether 
^ such a proof, bne aijagle proofs (to ar<Md 
confusion,) is not to be found out^ you desire 
to know from me. 

And you say,- that you cannot imagine 

^^ but there must be stich a proof, because 

^very truth is in itself clear, and one. And 

therefore; that one reason for it, if it be the 

true reason, n^st be sui^cient ; aud if suffi- 

B 
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j4 JUBs m^mp 

p^foi^nds^ especkUy ta we^ judgmentt* 
Sir, you have iin|)Ose4 a htrd taA upofir 
me. I wish I co4l4 perform it. For thpugh 
every truth is one ; y«t our sight is so feeblei 
that W'e cannot (always), come to it directly.| 
but by fidiany aife]::ences, smd laying of 
things together. 

But I think, that, m the case befpri? us» 
there is such a proof as you require i and 
I wiU set k down .a^ short and plain as I 
«wa-- '■-■."■-. :. 

, ifv>F4rst,itben,'lfimp|K)se thajt,^e taiuh 
c^fthe doctrine, of ChlistwiH be sufficiemtiy 
evinoed> if th^ matters of fact which ftr^ 
^recorded of hioa in t^ gospels, be trwe : for 
his miracte«i,if t*^e, ,4o. youch rthe truf^ ^ 
l¥hat*he deliverjedt , , - 

.: , ThfSJ 3*me ii to be ^^id as to Mcwess, If 
he brotiig^ the chiUcen of Israel thr^^b 
iht Bed Sea, in xbat miraculous manneir 
^hieh is: related m Exodu^ and did such 
pther wonderful thii^ a^.gre ib^re told of 
tim, it must nece^atily follo>v, ttelt he wa»^ 
sent from fepd: these being the strongest 
proofs we can desire ; and^which every De- 
ist will c(Hifess he ^^i^ould acquiesce in, if he 
8«iW t\m» with ]m ^y ea. Th^re£b;^the stress 
^f tluisusftjse wiU4^j5i«d upon the pro^of* 
%5fe«^tt$iersofjBa3pc^, . , , . 
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WrfH THE Mists. 15 

' 1. And the method I wiH take, is, Fir^t^ 
To lay down such rules, as to the truth of 
matters of fact iti general, that wher^ they 
all meetj such matters of fact cannot he 
felse. And then, Secondly y to $how, that afl 
these rules do meet in the matters of fact of 
Moses, and of Christ : and that they do not 
meet m the matters of fact of Mahomet, of 
the heathen deities, or can possibly n^et 
in any imposture whatsoever. 

2. The rules are these. * 

I. That tiie iwtter erf fact be s*h, 
as tiiat men's outward senses, their eyes 
and ears, may be judges of it. > 

II. That it be doaae pubiicly^ in iH^ 
&cecrfthe wc»rld. 

IIL That not only public monu- 
ments be kept up in memory of it, but 
^me. outwam actions be performed. 

IV. That such monuments, mid 
such actions, or observances, be insti* 
tu^d, and do commence from the tiijnte 
Jbat ihe matter of fact Was done. 

3. The two firftt rules make it impottsi- 
Mc for any such matter of fectto he impor 
sed upon men^ at ibe tisbe when 8«di tiapt- 
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16 ' , EA^l!y<^Frp9: /. 

terof fict was said to be done, because 
every man's eyes and senses would cont;ni- 
dict it. For example, suppose any ma|i 
shouldf pretend, that yesterday he divided 
the Thant^es, in presence of all the people 
of London, ^d carried the whole city, men^ 
women, and chMren, oyer to Southwark, 
•pn dry land? the, waters standing like walls 
on both sides : I say, it is morally impos- 
sible, that he could persuade the people of 
liOndon that this was true, when every naan - 
woman, and phild, could contradict him, 
imd say, that this Vas a notorious falsehood; 
iorthsit they had^not seen the Th^aies so 
divided, or had /gone- ovfcr on dry Jfnd» 
Therefore I take it for granted, (and, I sup- 
pose; with the ilbwance of all the Ddsts 
in the world) Aat no such imp<^sition 
could be put upon: men, at the lime t^en 
such public matter of fact tvas said to be 
done. 

4. Therefore It only remains that such 
Matter of fact might be invented s6me' time 
after when the *)fien' of. that generation 
whereip ;the thing was said to be done, are 
all past and gone ; and the credulity of after 
ages might be imfpoised upoii, to- believe 
duat'-things w^fredone in former ages which 
were. not. < : . : - 
' Andulbr this, the two .last rules semre 
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"Baitmer case : for M^iieaci^ such ^ loatti^ 
of fact came to be mvehttd, if *i4t ^nly 
inonu^ents were said to remain df il)4)ut 
likewise that puMic^actkmsr and observ^j^t^^fe 
wfere constantly us^id, ever since the mat^r 
of fact was said to be done, the deceit mufi^ 
be detected, by no suchh\Oi^nteQt&'at>peKK 
kig^ and by • the experience of evkry matl, 
Woman, and child, whonjust knoW'that ti6 
such actions, or c^servances, were ever 
used by theM. For cxam{>le, suppose I 
Blieald noiV^ inv^tit a stoiy of such ar thing 
done a thousand years ago, I might perhapfe 
get some to believe it : but if I say thattwt 
only such a thing Was done, but that from 
ftat day to this, et^y man at the age of 
*Wdive yeattt had a joint of his litrie fin^lr 
t:ut off 3 and tlmt every man in the natibj) 
dM w%lnt.a i6int of sudi a finger jaiid-that 
ihis institutioii wa3 feaid to be part of ^e 
fatter of fact done so tnfmy years ago, and 
Votiched sis a proof and con^rmation of it, 
abd as havlfig descended, withdttt intfirrtip- 
:fion,andbfefen cohstahtiiy practiced, 4nihe- 
IttOry^sudi matterbf fact all d6n^ frbhi the 
tSfee -tliat such mtitter of feet wai done^: T 
• ^, 'ii\i im^itrtsible I- shouM be bdieviid 
^.fetifeh a' ctfse; bebatose eVe¥y '9«ie could 
icOtttrijdicttaefa^itotbe mark df^-tfeAtftig^ 
B 2 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



9ii3P'm tfclJl? tfefg^t *^a»4 tbat. .b^i^Y^art 
-^mift <^i^inal mattecof fact, in^$,t 4^jQAOfit 
str^e.fthe j^hple jtp jbe false, , _ y, . - , 
-jv^jLI^ I^dtKUP po^;cpiae^ tp the s^ond 
peifi,l»'i^ ^^Wti ^at . t]f^e> matters of fact pf 
|J|oses,'aftdof Christ, h^vjg alltfeese rules <^ 
a?) ^rks before mentignefl f ; ancj. that i^kbe^ 
!^^ ni^^^5r,pf'ife.ct of^^Mahomcti pr.what jis] 
]r^porled,of the jh^hew; deities,- have th^ 
like -..igLnjic^^t^^^ in^postu^caixhaye tfieija 
^C ^-.M ..- ...... ,.•, " / .^r,;,:: - '. ./. 

^ 4, As to Moses,, I suppo^ it will be al- 
Ic^ietd ipe, tbat be cpuld, »ot ^have perwiadr 
!^d 6pP,00Q:jyie^i that he.had brqu^t th^m. 
:Oi^iof Egyjti, tlirough 4;hf5 Bed se^i; fed 
theljivfQrty years, withput bre^a^, by mxt^r 
^CIdou5 j»an^^ ^and the^pther matters qf ^CJ^ 
recp^ded iji feis books,, i^ they bad not been 
^t'tt^i: because, every man's senses that w^|-e 
then> alive, mus^t .Have contradicted it : ?«i4 
tb^r^qre he, must h^ve imgose;d upon aU 
their, senses, if he could have ms^de thena 
,t>e}ieyje jt, when it was jalse, ^nd no suiph 
^ing^ j^^Q. , So that here are the first and 
jsKScoi^d of,theL.aboye, jnei^tJijOtn^ fpur marl^S;, 
., li^prf^besame reason, it wai| equally im^ 
f)pssible fpr him to hay<e made them, r^celye 
'hjs %^ booJcs ^ t^tbj^jiwl^W^jtO; h;^y^ 
:r^ctedritheixi,^as a mani^st^ ijoipost'uri^ 
VwBch tp^d^pf ail th<:^^^gg|^as. dp^ig 4?e} 
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WPTR Traffic IMBirS. 19 

{tj^ttek-jefes, if tibiey Jilad i^tfeeeii'SOjdbiie. 
Seehov positwely he speab lo them^ Deut. 
xi. iM**8.^ jfeirf ^(?xt7 ye^dbis day^ for I 
^peak not with your children. wkick.ha»e 
not^kno-tm^i and. which, havdinot'seeruthc 
^hmtuemen^ of the hord.ykwr Gpd^ his 
gr^caness^ his mighty ha^j arid his stretch* 
ed^oui arm^ and his tairaclesy amdJti^ ac(s 
zufhich Me- did in, the trwist of Egiypt^ uhfyf 
Pharaoh the kinff of Egypt^ mid unto cdl 
his land rand what he did unto the arrkif 
t)f Eg^ij^t^ tmta their hor^es^ and to their 
chariots^^ how he made the. water, of the Red 
seats imtrfart} them as they pursued after 
^«a^, nmd how the Lord hath destroyed them 
nnto thisday ^ artdwhat He did unto you in 
the wOdem^ss^ until ye came Unto this 
place ,^ and^hat he did unto Hathan and 
jikijrcimyt^sons ofEUah^ the son of Rhu- 
hen : how* the earth opened^ her mouthy and 
^toallffwed them tkp^ and their, households^ 
midih^ tentsi and adi the. suistance that 
W(is in. their .possessions in the midst ofaU 
bna^hsBui. your eyes hme^ seen tall the 
^^at acts of the Lord, whioh he^did^hc^ - 
^ Erofid lienee we must ,su|>po£e. it impos»^ 
sible^.that Hvcse bppfcs of IMfoses, if- an im-> 
posture^'tsotild have beem inventedy and put 
V43t<«ll^^f»96t)le who >r€z^tWfi aUve iflrbeo 
afl these thing* WBjraisaidJtorfaei done. . t^" 
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t9 ti^sv sOamoiste: '; 

<^dii stmteh td, is^ that these JKSpks ^«rt 
Vrc^ ia.sK>me .age oftdSf Me«es, Jaad put 
out in his name. ;... 

vAaad to this I say^ that if itwB& so^*it 
w^ itnpbssH:^ that uiose Ixsoksdimild ha^^ 
btce^recei^dd as the. books of M6sesril&tha| 
age whet^eiB they may have been suppose^ 
to have beeia lirstTiavcnted. Why ? B^caasip 
they sp^ak of themselv^ ^s delivered by 
fitoses, and i^ept in the ark from his time. 
And it tame tp pa»s^ when Masts hsidmctGk 
an end of xmiting the words of this law in 
a book^nntil they tvenefnished.; tha$ Mtses 
comnianded tke Jje^ites which bear the ttrk 
cf^ x:oifmiint' oftkehord^ saving ^ iaie4km 
hoik of the ieew^ and put it in tbeSdMftks 
<?ri ofthtds^^efom oftheL(^rdy(fttrCodiihai 
it may be there fir a wHttess agaimt ikee^ 
Deuti xxxi. M, 2J;, 26* And §iere was a 
copy of this4boi*k to be;feftHkdwoHBe iridii 
the kic^. And it^shaU be^mhettJbe stti^h ^^ 
)^» the %hrone of his king^ttm^ that ke shall 
txyfitt him 41 capf ofthisUnp in a bo^'iOM^ 
ofthat:z^ich is b^fot^e the priests the Lc^ 
vitefd And it'sl^aU ^ with ^hmt, a»d ke shaU 
readtherei^eSihe days^vf his Mfkifthat te 
imy lear^ttfear thtLord 'kisi6iHiyto)ii»fi 
iilmktxvtlirds^'this iiaw^andti^9jst^(m^ 
to do tkmymtn^'^mnmi^ t$^ .u 
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Hertyou see that fliw book of the law 
speaks of itself, not only as an history or 
relation <^ what things were then done ; but 
as die standing and municipal law and sta^ 
lutes of the nation tyf the 'Jews, binding the 
king as' weU as the people. ' 

Now, in ndiatever age after 'Moses you 
will suppose this book to have been forced, 
it was imposs^le it could be received as 
trudi ; because ft was not then to befoundV 
ifither in the ark, or with the king^ or any 
where else : for when first invented, eivery 
body must know, that they had never heard 
of it before. ' - ^ 

And therefore they conld less bdieyeit 
tb be the book of their statutes, and ^tb« 
standing law of the land, which they had dl 
along received, and by which they had been 
governed. 

Could any man, now at this day, intent 
a book of statutes, or acts of parliament; kf 
England, and make it pass upon die naticm 
as the only book t)f statutes that ever they 
liad known ? As impossible was it for the 
books of Moses (if they were invented in 
any age after Moses) to have been received 
for what they declare themselves to he, via; 
the statutes and municipal law of the nation 
of the Jews; and to have persuaded th^ 
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Jewvt^ d^ baft ovntd and adnHfir- 
kdgod diese books, aHsloi^ from (h^ d«f 
of St oaea^ to that chqr in. "orhich thir wtrc 
^st iayeiiitedi diat is, that tjief had Wned 
diesid before idiejr&ad ei«nr so much as heard 
cfthem. Na)% moi!«f -die whole nataoamost^ 
in an instant, fcn-get liteir focraer lavs tod 
gov^nmient, tf lihef cooU receive the^ 
boofcs^asbeangitheir&mierlavs; Andthejr 
cpuld stot^edneririse receive them, becauso 
ihi^ticoiidithemsehTessotobe. Letimeadi 
the Seists but thb one sboet question, »iai 
lheceve!e«r a book of sham lavfl^ vhich wevo 
not the laMTs of the nation, psdmtd upon 
any peofde since dbe woHd began ? If not, 
vjih mrhat fiice canrifcey ^y t)iis of liie booh 
^tbe lawisof die J^BHTs? Why wiHljbersa^ 
thar.of ihem^ wbkh: they-confessimppsslbk 
in any nation or among any people ? 

But diey must be yet more unreasanaUe* 
J^or die books of Aioses have, a further de* 
mbnuradon pftb^ic trudi, than even otther 
law bodks bave ; for diey not only contain 
tbe lawsy but gKre an lustorksd acconntof 
their insdtution, and the practice (^ dvpm 
from,tbat time : aa of the passo^er, in mc* 
mory of the death of die first-born in l^ypt^" 
and tba$ the same day, all the Urst-bmr of 
Israel, both of man and -bea^ were, by a 

- / JVwn^.tiTi. ir,iK ' - 
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p&ippmmA kw', diedicated to God ; and the 
Mtvkesf takel!k for ^1 the ftrst-bom of the 
diflfb^n of Israel t that Aaron's rod which 
b««M^9 WVA kept lA the ark, in memory of 
lb« rebdiJton and w^iMuterfol destrcictlon 6f 
Kondiydathan, smd Abitaim: and for' the 
0oil<kiiKition of the {Priesthood to^the tribe 
<rf'ijei4 : as fike^se die pot of manna, ift 
ite€^6[Kny ^ rfieir haimig been fed widi it 
t&iky 7«ar9 in ik% wilderness : ^at the bra* 
sum s^rjient was fee<pt ^iw4iich remained to 
Afe days of Hezekiah, 2 Ktng's'xviiu 4) m 
memory ^f«hat wonderful deliveranceyl^ 
l»ly looldng upon* it, from the bttihg of the 
fieiy serpents Niimb.' xxi*. 9 : the feast (tf 
l^enOMJctet, in memory <rf the dt*eadfifl kp- 
]»e«raBa€^ <if Gdd upon momit Horeb, fePc* 
- And beisides die^' remembrances of par- 
tkulair action^ and occurrences, there were 
oAerfiolenm institutions in memory of their 
deliverance out of Egypt, in thte gefieral,* 
wbich included &«: the particulars : «fs of 
Ae^Sflfebadt, Dm. v. 15^ *eir daily sacri- 
fice^^ and yearly ejcpiation ; their ikw moons 
and^Vferal feasts and fasts. So that there 
were yeariiy, monthly, weekly, daily remem- 
Jbrances and recognitions of these things. 

And not oidy so, but the books tifthe 
sftme Mows tdi us, that a p9[rticular tribe 
.^of Levi) was appointed and consecrated 
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by God V as his pilots ^ by whosb-tenil^^ 
and nbi^e other, the sacrifices^ the. pfK>ple 
were to be offered, and the^e solemn, in^ti'- 
tutions to be celebrated : that it fras des^ 
for any other to apprdaeh the-dtart thail 
their high priest M«)re a glorious n^^ atidl 
magniflceiut robes of God'soWnccmtKiviUiGei 
with the miraculous Urim and Thummim 
in his breast-plate^ whence the jdiv^ne res-K 
popses were givei^l^ : th^ty at his word,^ the 
king, and all th^ people, were ta ^ g^% 
and tp come in -:• ^at these Levites were 
likewise the chief judge^^ even in ^.^iiri} 
causers ) and that it ws^ de^(th t0>resiBC tkei|r 
sentcncef. Now, whenever it cam be sapp0f 
sed, that these book^ of Moses, w^re fci^ed!)^ 
in sonae ^ges after Moses, it is in^»Qs»iM^ 
they could have been received^ as triie^^uvr 
less the forgers could have made the whote 
nation believe, tb^t they had received: thisge 
bopk$ from their father^/ had been in&ti^ct^ 
ed in th0fl?k wl^n they, were children, :^ld 
had taught the^ to th^ir children ; mdrsor 
ver, that they h,a<J all been circiimcised, anii 
did circumcise .their children in pursuance 
tp what was commanded in thesp books*: 
that they had observed the ye^ly passovev^ 
the weekly sabbath, the new moons, jand 
all tjiese several feasts, fasts, and ceirenio- 

*v^'WM*'. XXVil 21. \J)eHt. svii. 8. 13. 1 Vlivan. xXiiS. 4 
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nks^ coibmancfed in tlie^ books :'tl&tdiey 
had imNw eaten ftny^wine^s ^esh, ^ othtx 
meats prohibited in these books ; that they 
bad a Hiagtiificeiit tabernacle, with a visibto 
priesdiood to administer in it, which wa9 
confined to dte- tribe of Levi f over whom 
w^ placed a glorious high priest, clothed 
wiA great and mighty^ prerogatives ; whose 
death only could deliver thoee that were 
fled to the cities of refuge"^ ; and that these 
|$Heste wcfre their ordinary judges^ even in 
civil maimers : I say, was it possible to 
have persuaded a whole nation of men, that 
they had known and practised all these 
things, if they had not done it ^ or, secandly^ 
to have received a book for trudi, wMch 
said they had {>raiGtised them, and appealed 
to that practice'? jso that here are the thjird 
and foiirth -of the marks above mcn^ 
tioned. 

- Bnt now let us descead to the utmost de- 
gree of supposition, x>iz* That these things 
were practised before thes^ books^of Mo- 
ses were forged ; and that these books did 
only impose upon the nation, in making 
them believe, that they had kept these obser- 
vances in memory of such and Buch things 
as were inserted in those books. 

• JVw7n6. x^xv. 25, 28.' 
C 
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< WeU; ^en, let 4U .f^oceiid upcp^ this au^ 
position, however. .giipuiidl^s., AAdnpM^ 
will, not the aame impos$ibiUti^& occui: ^ ii^ 
the former case ? i^r^Jirst^ this must supn 
pose th^t thes Jews kept^ all these ob^rvam* 
ces iai^mory of ttothu^gf or without Imowi 
ing any thiug of their, pri^nal, or the rent 
Boaiwhy they kep.t Aem: wH«>^^^ tH^« 
very oWrv^Mices did express the grouyad 
and reason of their being, kept 9 as the p^uuHr 
over, in memory of God's passing oyer 
the children ^i the Israelites, in that ni|^i 
whereinhe sfew aU the first-bomof JSgypti 
and so erf" the rest* But;* 

Secondly ^ Let us suppose, conti^ary bpth 
to reason and matter of fact, that the }t\fu 
did not; know any reaiion af, all why they 
kept these obsfirva90$6 » yet was itpossibjl^ 
to put it upon them> that they had kept 
these observances in memory of wh^ they 
h^ oever hisard of before that day, when-, 
soever you will suppose that these books of 
Moses were first forged ?: For exainple, 
suppose I should now forge some romantic 
story, of strange things done a thousand 
years ago ; and, in confinnation of this^ 
should endeavour to pursuade the Christiai^ 
world, that they had all along, froi|i that 
day to this, kept the Arst day of the week 
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k^^oiy of Such a hero^ ah' Aj^^dll&iAias^ 
a Barcosbas, or a Mahomet ; and had all 
been baptised in his naitie ; and s\vore by 
his name^ andupoA that verf^ book, (which 
I h^ then forged,' and. Which they never 
saw befiofre) in their public judicatut^es ; that 
tills book was then" gb^pel, and law, which 
they had ever sincfe^ ttekt time, these thou-* 
sand years past, universally received and 
tiiHied, and none dtfifer : I wduld ask ailf 
Deist, wh^thet" hethiAkfe it ^possible, thiat 
such a cheat c^ojild ^aiss; or such a kfgend bt 
received, as the gospel bf Christians ? and 
riiat they eouki be made believe, that they 
never had had any other gospel ? the same 
reason is as to the books of Moses : and 
must hie as to every matter of fact which has 
all^e four mairk^ hefore mention^. And 
these marks seethe any such matter of fisK^ 
as much from being invented and imposed 
in aiiy'aftcr ages, as at th^ tim« when such 
matters of feet were said to be done. 

Liet me give one very familiar exampte 
more in this case. There is the Stonhenge jn 
Salisbury plain, every body knows it ^ and 
y^t none knows the reason why those ^at 
stones * were set ihere, or by whom, or in 
memory of what. 

Now, suppose I -should write a book to- 
morrow, and t€»B: there, that these stones were 
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set up:J>y Hercules, Poljrpjieti^us^ or^G^ura- 
g^ntiiia, iu memory of sach aaid such of their 
actions ; ai^d for a further confirmation of 
i:his, . should say in.thia hopk, that itiwas 
wrot^^ the.tiine wjhen.such acticms^iiareri^ 
done^ and by the very actors diemselves, or 
eye-witness^.; and that this boojc had been 
rieeeiyed as truth, ^)?4.q^9tedby authors of 
jthe g^ea^esV reputation, in all a.ges siacQi 
mhr^ove^ that diisbopjkvwas well known 
m:England, .and ijypii>ed:by act of parliar 
Xftept tO;be taught oujr.jchiliirenf and.jha| 
j«fe did teach it \to our children, and: had 
bei^n tawght it ourselves when we werp. c^ik 
<JiT?i.:^I;ask any Deisjt, whether heth^nk^ 
tfeis could pass uponEngl^id ? and whether 
if I Or any other, should insist upon it^ w.e 
should not, instead of being, believed, be 
5^t ,to 15e<Uam ? 

, Ifbw let us ccjmpare this with the Ston-^ 
h^PS^s a^ I flaay call it, or twelve gre^ 
stones set vp^ xGilgal, which is told in the 
4th chapter, of J^oshua. There it is ^id, 
v. 6. That the reason why they were set up 
ijvas, that when their children, in after ages, 
should a§k the meaning of it* it shoiil4 be 
ioldjhem. . ^ .J 

And the thing in memory of whic;!} thej 
were set up, was such as could notppssibly 
'>e imppsed upon, that, ^tioD, at tb^ time 
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when it was said to be done, it was as won*- 
derful and miraculous as their passs^ 
Arough the Red sea. 

And withal free from a very poor ob- 
jection, which the Deists have advaCnced 
against that miracle of the Red sea : think- 
ing to «alve it by a spring-tide with the con- 
currence of a strong wind happening at the 
same time ; which left die sand so'^dry, as 
^that die Israelites, being all foot, might pass 
through the oozy f^aces and holes^ which, 
it must be supposed^ the sea kft behind it : 
but that the Egj^tians, being all horse and 
chariots, stuck in thoaie holes^ and were in- 
tangled, so that they could not march so 
fast as the Israelites : and that this was all 
the meaning of its being said,*'1hat God 
took off their (die Egpytians) chariot- 
wheels, that they drove them heavily. So 
that they would make nothing extraordi- 
nary, at least not miraculous, in all this 
action. 

THb is advanced in Le Clerc's disserta- 
tions upon G^nm^, lately printed in Hol- 
land.* And that part, with others of the 
like tendency, endeavouring to resolve 
other miracles, as diat of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, &c. into the merq natural causes^ 

♦ Lc €ktc lived to riitant bii "tfpmktL 
' C 2 
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are put into English by die well known T. 
^Brown, for the edification of the Deists in 
England. 

But th^se gentlemen have forgot, that 
tht Israelites had great herds of many thou- 
sand catde with them ; which would be 
apter to stray, and fall into those holes stnd 
oozy places in the sand, than horses, with 
riders^ who might direct them* 

But such precarious and silly supposes 
are not worth the answering. If there had 
been no more in this passage through the 
Red siea than that of a spring^de, &c« it 
had been impossible for Moses to have 
made the Israelites believe that relation 
given of it in Exodus^ with so many parti- 
culars, which themselves saw to be true. 

And all those scriptures which magnify 
this action, and appeal to it as a full de* 
TOonstration of the miraculous power of 
God, must be reputed as romance or le- 
gend. 

I say this for the sake of ^me Christi- 
ans, who diink it no prejudice to the irtsth 
of the Holy Bible, but rather an advantage, 
as rendering*it more easy to be believed, if 
they can solve whatever seems niiracidous 
in it, by the power of second causes ; and 
so to make all, as they speak, natural and 
easy* Wherein, if they could prevail, the 
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nkttiral and easy result uronkl be, not to 
believe one word in all those sacred ora>- 
cles : for if things be not as they are told 
in any rdadon, that relation must be false t 
and if false in part, we cannot trust to it,^ 
either in whole, or in part. 

Here are to be excepted mistranslations 
and errors, either in copy, or in press* But 
where there is no room for supposing of 
these, as where all copies do agree, there 
we must either receive all, or reject all : I 
mean in any book that pretends to be writ- 
ten from the mouth of God ; for in othisr 
common histories, we may believe part, and 
reject part, as we see cause. 

But to return : The passage of the Isra- 
elites over Jordan, in memory of which 
those stones at Gilgal were set up, is free 
from all those Kttle carpings before-men- 
tioned, that are made as to the passage 
through the Red sea ; for notice was given 
to the Israelites the day before, of this great 
miracle to be done, ^osh, iii. 5. It was 
done at noon-day, before the whole nation. 
And when the waters of Jordan were di- 
vided, it was not at any low ebb, but at 
the time when that river overflowed all his 
banks, v. 15. And it was done, not by 
winds, or in length of time, which winds 
must^e to do it; bi;it all ou the sudden: 
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As soon 119 the feet of the priests t/mt^re 
the arky were dipped in the Mm of the war 
ier^ then the waters which ^ame dotvn from 
above ^ stood and rose up upon ^n heap^ very 
far from the city Adem^ that is beside Za^ 
retan^ <md those that came down toward the 
sea of the plain, even the^alt'Sea failed^ and 
-were cut off: and the people passed over 
right against Jericho^ The priests stood 
in Ae tnidst of Jordan, iintil all the armies 
of Israel Jiad passed over. And it came to 
^ass, when the priests that bare the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, were come up out 
of the mid§t of Jordan^ and -the soles of the 
priests* feet were tift upon the dry land^ 
that the <waters of Jordan returned unto 
their place ^ and flowed over all his banks, 
as they ^d before* Aiid the people came 
up out of Jordan on the tenth day. of the 
first month, and encamped in Gilgal in the 
east border of Jeficho* And those twelve 
stones which they took out of Jordan, 
did Joshua pitch in GilgaL And he spake 
unto the children of Israel, saying,Whm 
your children shall ask their fathers in time 
to come, saying. What mean these stones ? 
then ye shall let your children know, saying, 
Israel canw over this Jordan on dry land* 
For the Lotd your €hd dried up the waters 
of Jordan from before you, untUye mere 
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p0med0!^r^ as the Lord 'your God did to the 
Mttt ^^<^y which he dried €ip from before usf^ 
uMilwe were gone oxfer; that aU the p40n 
pie of the earth mght knmv the hand of, tMe 
Lordi that it is' mighty i that ye might fear 
the JjQrd your God for $ver^ chap. iy. trom 
V. 18. 

If tbe p^sage ovJ^r th^ Jled^^ea had teen 
^i^y taking adM^t^ of a spi;ing-ti4ev ^ 
die like ; how woijd thi* teach all the peo« 
ple.of the earth, that the hand of the Lord 
was -mighty ? How w^puld 9, thing no mof^ 
remai'kable^ have been takeh notice. ^ 
throug)^ ali the world ? How would it 
\^yQ taught Israel tp fear the Lord, when 
th^y^mU^t' know, that^ notw-ithstanding pf 
all these hig words, there was so little in 
it ? How could they have believed, or re- 
ceived a book as^ trutl^, which they kpew 
told the matter so far otherswise from what 
it wa^ ? . 

But, as I said, this p^s^age over Jordan, 
w)uch is here compared tp jh^tpf the Red 
B€^, is free from aJJ thos^ cavils that ^re 
made as to that of the Bed sea ; and is ^ 
furtjjer att^jstation to it, b^ng said to be 
done in the same manner^ as was that of 
the Red sea. . . 

Now, to iForm pur argument,Jet us sup- 
pose> thai; there never was any such ^ing 
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fts that pads^g^ ovet ^tfrdan ; tl»it tl»^ 
stones s^ Gil^ were set up upon Mttte 
other occasion, in «0me after age ^ and theiai 
riiat some designing man invented this book 
of Joshua^ and said^ that it was wrote bjr 
Jbshua at that dme ; and gafve this siotia^ 
at Gilgal, for a testimony of the truth of 
il : Would not every body fcay to him. We 
know the stonage 9A Gilgal i but we never 
heard befot« of this reason for it, oorof 
thisboc^ of Joshua: Whtrt has it heetf 
afi this whSe r and where, and how cafinte 
3«ra, after sb many ages, to find it? Be^ 
sides, this book tells us, that this passage 
over Jordan was ordained to be taught our 
children, from agfe to age ; and tftetefor*^ 
that they were always to be instructed itt 
the meaning of that stonage at Gilgal, as ^ 
memorial of k : but we were never taught 
it when we were children, nor did ever 
teach our children any such diing : And it 
is not likely that cotdd have been forgotten, 
while so remarkable a stonage did conti^ 
nue, which was set up for that, said no 
other end. * - 

And if, for the re^ons before givtn, no 
such imposition could b6 putf upon us as^ 
the stonage in Salisbury plain ; how much 
less could it be as to the stonage at Gilgsd I 

And if, where we know not die reason 
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^ a bare< naMli motmmei]^ sioch a sham^ 
r^s^i pimnot be imposed ; how fi^iuch more 
k it 29lpo^tble to impose upon us in ac*- 
tions and dbsenram^ vibich ^e celebrate 
m memoiy of psprticular passages; how 
impomble to make u9 forget tho^ pas- 
sages whidi we daily commemorate, aad 
persuade us, that we had always kept such 
m^stitutsoits in memory of what we never 
heard of before $ Htm is^ that we knew it 
before we knew it. 

And if we find it thus impossible for an 
imposition to be put upon us, even in some 
things which have not all the four marks, 
before-mentioned ; bow much more impos- 
sible is^ it, that any deceit should be in that 
thing whete all the four marks da meet ? 

Iriis hajs been showed, in the first place, 
as to the matters o£ fact of Moses* 

2. Therefore I come now, stcomih/y to 
show, that, as in the matters of fact of 
Mose3, so Hkewise all these four marks do 
meet in the matters of fact which are re- 
corded in the gospel of our blessed Saviour* 
And my work herein will be the shorter f 
because all that i3 said before, of Moses 
and his bodss, is every way applicable to 
Christ and his gospel. His works and mi- 
racles are there said to be done publicly, 
in the face of the woitd ; as he surgued to 
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Ms ^tiStiittB^ lipaJiis^^i^pmi^ to tf^'WGrid^nd 
in' 'seeret h&tre I said TioJ^fn^, John atviii* 
20. Itk lold, .rfc^^iik 41* thatthr^thou-f 
-6a1id at dne time, and^ Acta iVrf4. tlfcit aboiW? 
Hve thdu^jttid at ^oth^r time, wi?re Coa-* 
Teitcd, upon coavictibn 6f whtit tb€ttftelv«li 
-k^d se^B) whatiiftd been done imbticly ht^ 
fore theii* ej^es^ wherein it wiis impossible 
«6 have imposed' updn therm. Thiipeford 
hei^e ^vere the two first ctf the rules before j 
mentioned.* . ..^ 



'^^,* The in8t4nt2^ou$ .^ojiversioa of '^Kni#ands^w4fif 
wrqug^Ut by .means of. public appesig to, notorious 
m Jitter of fact. Hear the language of the Apostles 
to the Jews : This ye yourselves Know, Acts ii. 34, 
Tk KTHovf' the 'thin£^ dtmeihrmtgh All Jud^ Acta 
X, 37", 38. The king kkoweth these things. This 
•" tiling ftfos NOT dcTie in a corner.. Acts xxvi. 26. No^ 
'if Christianity is not founded upon ifidubitable factg> 
-might you not^as well believe, thikt twelve meii bpoke 
^ose from Bedlam, last year, brought thohsands of 
Deists over to Christianity, 'by saying to them, " Ye 
knoraP* — ^what you are perfect strangets to ; that isj 
-** Ye A?7iow"— that we are a pack of bedlamites ? 

If the gospel is forged, yon believe that the Co* 
rinthians, &c. handed down to posterity, as a sacred 
treasure, Epistles where St. Paul mentions thek" 
' amazing conversion from gross immoralities; con- 
gratulates* them about the spiritual or mlraculeiDi 
gifisy in which th^y abounded^ 1 Cor. xii.' 1. and 
gives them particular directions, how to^use the gih 
of tongues to edification ; when yet they were totaU^ 
unacquainted with any such things ? ' '^ 

If you believe with some infidels, that the hi»toty 
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dfte tiord's Siipper'were institutied as' perpe- 
pkik mcmoriais 6f Acse things : toil they 
irbtie nplt ihstiUited:iQ ctfttt age*, fctit alt thf 
ir^ry.^ime when the&c thh^s wci^ acaid Hy 
be d^wifi ; and: have been observed witjioutf 
IhtePrtipticai in ajF^ges ^throtigh the whoU' 
Ghitistiian'^oHd, doWn;aU the iray frott^ 
Aat tiihd to this* And Christ himself dirf 
tbt^dain ajfasdeai aiid bdier minfatd* cff'hki 
gospel, to preaehv and' adtntnister tliese b^U 
draments, and to '^verri his- churchrjiattd 
tfeit -' always, f even * unto thSe end 6f the? 
iSrorld.'* Atc^dingly they have coi^ihuedf 

ol jCtofiat it /*a TUftrc &Ue/' and tkt )^(6i« ne^^r 
was siicft aia e^t^^ft^V^u^f ;pQrso«v yp»» Wiere 
atse ^^thens, Uie Jews; and the Mahpinetails, hav^ 
i^eed with ^eX^ristiahs, tlieir sworn ehefnies, to' 
dOrry' bii a moft amaiin^ iinpoftttre. JP'br Plii^, *f «^ 
C&tQs, I^eiaiH and ' SueSmiUi^ hesal^^n ainhors, who 
Uved soon ^t^r phri^t, f^e euiresB H^eiitipn pS 
Ikim : as do also ]M(ahoinet« many of the R%b^k8,asa 
/ulian thrffe Emperbl*^ ^t poMirerftd ind crafty a!^t» 
tate, w1m> npt only never denkd Christ's etifltencc^ 
but <^nly a<^awledgedrthat' Baiil, Mark; Ma^ 
tb^w» and Pqterj were ^e authors of the gospels and. 
Qjustlesit which hear t^eip name- Now is not this aa 
ridicilbtts as to beKbve; that the Pope, the MvSiU 
and the inqitlsitors, hav6 l^ad - their headis witli 
JHes^rs. Vpltaire, Hume, and ttouss^u, to favoiu^a 
fors^er^ subversire of popery, mahomelUmyiW *p4, 

\ ♦Mattlbr. xxTii|,;jJ^ ', 
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^,,xfxv^pi^'&\pi fact,,reJVted,.in V^^5,&q^e^U 
fe fiy^fe.^n ordfii5 <?f.pien Ai^;cr%^ppQint^% 

no such prcler of clergy as derived thetn- 

Ai(i6t grirc thtf Ire t0>«te>ge^wK'^tid detwon-^ 
^dte ttid;Hvhole to. te fal^cfl J ^'r^aa ih¥ xhati^ 
t^^' ipf ifqfit of pHrpt '^tplQg;4>3:cs?'^4^^^ 
t^lu!:y\iio otherwiad t^a^ there waiS>^ m;d[iab 
few**', (MjHetievet th^ ©ehts'^iil s%i>f)Ose thfe^ 

iJSMJWfPf Chiri^ ^ ajiL^ifi^Ufi% feiit ^luor^leir- 
otidei^g^dikewis^^ erW^ -'appointment, tOr 
Mml(fli§i<*r them ; atid;it IVeiiig iinnds^ible 
^iere cpuld be any 4uc^-%4ugs '&^ 
Vere ;i»Y^ited, it i$i as iippossi^l^ tjiit. thiey- 
shtHiH be-'receivsed wheK-invwUed/ . Anil- 
therefdr^,' by what- 'MSI s'aiaStbove; rt;^\v^AS 
as impossible to have iajipQsed upon mdii 
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iifid hi this matter; i))^'ifri'eiitlt1g dNh^'W 
aftet- ^ jes, as at the time ^hen Aose thin^ 
Vere'siiid'to be doriei." ' ' ' " ," • ' "" 
' 3. The mktters of foct of Mahomet, o^ 
^lehat is fabldd 'of^the Heathen deiri^S', d5 
»11 warit some of ^he alforesaid' foiif '>ule^, 
^htre^y the ceftaiMy; df matter^ ct'fact U 
demonstrated. Frrst, For Mahdttit^t,. K? 
**etended to lib miTaGles,'as he tells u^JH 
his Alcoran, t^hap. 6^^ fee. ^d tbose wht^H 
rare cotttmbrily t6ld ^f HiVh, pass among ^he 
Afrtibmetans themselyfes biit a6 kgendaf^f 
iFables; ^d as s^H,' are rejected by*tH6 
/rise and kamed amottgthem, as- th^- It^ 
«ends of their saints are in the church 6f 
^om^. See Dr^ Prideaux's Life of Ma2 
•iiomet; p. 34r* ' ' -'^ ;. ^ -'* 

^ Biat^ in the tte^et |)ljlc'e, those wif;ch rti^ 
told of him do all' want the two fiMst tiil^ 
btef ore-mentioned. For his^ pretended ton^ 
irei*se \rith the' moon ■; his mersa, ot; night-i 
journey Trom Mecca' to ireTusalem,'^ricl 
tfeence to Heaven, &ti Wt^re" not perf6Hfn?8 
before anybody.'; "We have only his oMi 
■word fbr them. A^d they; are as grodriy- 
teks^a»the dfeltisibn^'oPFdx, olr^JVIuggleton^ 
iimbt%btirselv^si^''^ ^'^ ' ^ /\ . '/ -'^ 

' The same ifJ Hto'^bes^idV in'the^e'cortct 
|>lace, of the febles of ^he Heathen ^dk; 
0f^M^rcury's stealing 'sh^epVJupiter'SPfufft^ 
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10 j^affi^qpQ ' 

|9g^ himsdf inti^ a butt, and the like r be^ 
ludes the folly ^nd unworthiness of such 
senseless pretended miracles. Ai>d mor^ 
over, the wise among the Heathen ^d 
Itckon no otherwise of these but as fablei^ 
^hich iiad a mythology, or mystical m^^^ 
Mig in. them ; of which ^yeral of them h^v^ 
tpven us die ro^i^fa/e, or explicatioa. Aim} 
^ is plain enough, that Ovid meant ii6 
ftther by all his metansprphoses. 
. It ^s true, the Heathen deities Imd th^^ 
priests *. |iiey had likewise feasts, games, 
and other public institutions in memory of 
them* But all these wapt the fourth mar]^ 
iriz» lliat such priesthood and institibiti<^^ 
fihould commence ^om the time th^t suci^ 
riiings as they commemorate were said to be 
done, otherwise they cannot s^Ure after ^ges 
from the imposture, by detecting it at the 
t3n>e when first ij^vepted, as hatjh beei» ai*f 
gued before. But the Bacchaf^aiia^ ^id 
other Heathen feasts, were instituted many 
figes after what was reported of these godf 
was said to be done, and therefore can, be 
no proof of them. Ajjd the. priests of Baor 
dius, Apollo, Sec. w^XG not ordained bf 
these supposed gods, but were appointed 
by others, in after ag^, only In honour to 
them. And therefore these orde;rs of prie^ 
ve noevidenipe to the truth of thjs mafCeri 
f fact which are reported of their gods. 
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3^5U * may challen we atl tiife^^ Ddsts in' tKlf 
t^rtd' to show any actjon that fs iVbulou^? 
#liicji has a:Il the foiif 'tjtilespr )iia^ 
fcye'-mendohecTi .'No i it 1^ "'{hfj^oksihle'/ 
LjLhd, to resume'k fittje ivhat is sjiolc'e t6. 
Before; Aie \his£6V1e^'^ 6f ' Exoclus, '^nci ^the* 
^spel, t'btild n'^i^f'K'aVdbieen received', if 
they had not beeii '^f ue ;' because' thV m^i- 
ifatibn df* the J)rlesth(5bd of 'Le\^i,' and' of 
C^rist^of^Oie sjib^kth,''the j^assover, of cif- 
cuthdsion, of ba,ptism, ana the LcJrd's'sup-^^ 
^rV &c. are there related, as de^eI|ding*al^ 
ui^Vaydowii frdm 'th6s^' titn^s without'^ 
ititei^uption. 'Ahd'it'is ftill as'impos^iblej^ 
tfe persuade men that they had been cir]- 
camcised, baptized,' *had dirciimclsed,' or** 
baptized their Children, celebrated; passo^' 
X^ei^, "^abbatM,' sacjramehtfi, &€• undeV the; 
gbVerhment and admiijistratibri of a certain* 
ol^frer of piiests, if they had done none of 
th^se things, a^^to make them believe that* 
thej^^ had gone through seas upon dry Ijind,' 
sleen the dead raised, &€• And without be-] 
lievihg^'o'f 'these, U was impossible that' 
elthcfr'the laV t)r the gospel cOuld have*^ 
beeh received. , 

* And the truth of the^ matters of fact of^ 
Exodus and thd' gospel^ being no otherwise' 
presised upGti men, tlisirias they have ■:Drac* 
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4A u^^m^a^ 

t^td sadi public iiistitiiti^,.ft i» ^ffpm^ 
log to the senses of mankind for the trulji, 
of thepi : a^d. ms&es it impossible for anjr 
til5 have invented such stories in after ages^ 
wi^put a palf^le detection of the che$^ 
i^hen first ^vented; as Impossible as t9 
l^ave imposed upon^the senses of mankind 
lit the time when sach p.ublic matters pf 
fact were said to be Qoi^. ', 

V. I do not say, that every thing which! 
wants these four marks, is falss.; but tl^ 
Slothing can be false which has them aO. 

There is no manner of doubt that th^Tp 
^as such a man as Julius Csesar, that he 
fought at Pharsalla, w£^» filled in the senate- 
House, and many other matters of fact ot, 
S^cient times, though 'we keep no p^^lip, 
observances in memory of thcm^ 

But this shows, that the matters of fact 
of Moses, and of Christ, h^ve come down, 
to us better guarded than any other mat^ 
ters of fact, how true soeven .^ ^ 

And yet. our Deists^ who would laugl|.. 
any man out of the world, as an irratiqnsill 
lH:ute, that should offer to c^^ny Csesar or 
Alexander, Homer or Virgil, their public:, 
works and actions, do, at the same time, 
vali:^ themselves as the only men of wit 
and sense, of free, generous, and unbiassed 
judgments, for ridiculing the I^curi^ of 
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]||p»^mtd Christ, ib^ are infimtily j)ct^ 
Attested, and guardeid withiii|^Ue mark% 
'^^chthe others vant^. v 

r Nh Besides, that th^ importsmce of ^ 
subject would oblige all men to inquiry 
inore naiTOwly into the one than tfie P0|er^ 
For what cons/^uence is it to ine, or tp thit 
world, whether tjiere.vrf^s such a man as 
Cssar : whether he beat, ^r was beaten at 
Pharsalia; whether Homer or Virgil wrote 
Sjuch books ; and whether what is related 
ip the Iliads or ;2Bne|ds, be true, or false I 
It is not two«pence up, or down to any man 
'm the world. And .therefore }t is worth flp 
I4an^s while to inquire into it, either to ppf 
pose or justify the truth of these relation^^^ 

But our very souls and bodies, both this 
life and etemi]^, arc concerned in the truth 
of what is related in the Holy Scriptures ; 
and therefore men woul J be, more mquisir 
tiye to search into the truth of these, th^ 
of any other matters of fact, examine and 
sift them narrowly, and iind out the deceit, 
ifv any such coiild be found : for it concenir 
ed them nearly, and was of the last import*^ 
apce.to.them. 

How unreasonable, then, is it to reject 
these matters of fact, so sifted, so examine 
ed> and so attested, as no other niatters of 
fact in jthc worW cycr.wer^; amj^ yct«> 
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4^ 'Bl^Mrmti'-^ - 

ftWk It Ae m6$£^Mgfilr xitireasonnble^ e^^^f 
to madness, to* deny other iriattersf of fact;* 
which have not the thousandth part of thjeir 
evidence, and are of Tio consequence 'af all* 
fo us whether true of felse 7 ^ 

VII. Thete are several other topics. 
from whence the troth of the ChrtstTiin; re- 
ligion is ^rvinted to 'all \vi\o will jiidge b^ 
reason, and ^it^ theihselves leaVe to eon-'' 
sider: As the improbability that ten. di^ 
twtilve poor illiterate fisheilii^n /ghoulitff 
ftjrm a design of cohvertiiig the -wholdt' 
^erorld to beHeve' thdt 'delusions ; and ithe^ 
i'lApcssibility of their erfectin^ it, iVithout^ 
fbrde of arms, learning", ofatoVy, brany one* 
visible thing that Vould recommerid them'5* 
and to impose a doctrine quite opposite 'to. 
tfie lusts and pleasures of mA, aind sill' 
worldly advantages 6^ enjoymehts; and' 
this in an age of so gr^at learning and sa- 
gacity, as that wherein the gospel, was first 
preached: ^lliat tJiese apostles should not^. 
ohly undergo all the scorn and contempt,'! 
but the severest' perseputions, and most' 
crueldeaths, that could be inflicted; in at-'' 
testation to. what themselves knew to* be ar 
met*e deceit ^nd forgery, of their owii con- 
triving. Some have suffered for en'ors 
which they thought to be tinith ; but never * 
any for wiat themselves knew to he lies. 
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Jkad th^ apONsdes 'imitt \vow .w^at they 
taught, to be liies, if it was so r because they 
/ipoke of those things which they had both 
«een and heard, bad loqlied upon and han^ 
died with their hands, &c«* 

Neither can it be said, that they perha|» 
might ha^e |>ropo9ed some temp^al advan« 
tages to theinselves, but missed of them^ 
imd metisri^h sufFeringB instead oi themf 
for if it had been- sp, it i^ loore, than probftr 
JMC) that when they i^aw tjleir disappointr 
ipent, they ^^ould havte discovered their 
(Conspiracy ;,«*pecj^ly wbenhth#y might n^ 
only ha^r s^al^. their lives, but got p:re«i 
rewards for doing of* it. How imprdbablei, 
^>en, i^ U^ that not one of them should evejr 
have been brought tO; do thi^ ?f 

But 4hi8 kWt all. For tfiey «dl U8,4hat 



• Acts Iv. 20. iJobn I J. ' 

■f li you believe, that the gospel is the productign 
of bumaii deceit; and yet, that in the prodrgioui 
iHU]9b|ier of apostates onc^ cpne^Tped in carrying' on 
tl|e ^m^:^ing yillany, such as.Ju^, jDemas, Birocm 
Magus, Alexander the coppersmith, who did St, J»aid 
htuch evil, fee. ncrt ohe w^ everfoxind, that would 
prove thp. fergcpjr r might yWL not as .ir^asoBahly be^ 
JJpve, \hsLt if tlie^ woije two violent parties in .^ 
state, and that one of theip Kadheen guilty of sopi^ 
egregious villany, which was known to many of thjK 
pther p5tf ty, yet that none of th^ Utter could h^ prt- 
Hi^ge^^y}^ t^ di^Q^ ^ prpv^ it to ^^wprljl ], 
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Xheir Master bi5 th^Tn'efX|kJCttioth1ng'but 
sufferings in this world. ' This is die tenot* 
•^f all that gospel; which they tih^ht: and 
they told the same to all whon^th^y <ioft- 
verted. So that here was no disappoint- 
ment. - :^^ , " 
^ For all that were concerted try thferti, weH 
xonverted upon' the certain expectation of 
teuflferings, and bidden prepare foi^ kl Christ 
tjommandfjd his^disei^es- to'takie^ Up thfeiir 
■cross daily, and^folfew him ; and tc^d them*, 
that in the world th'ey should have tribulai 
tion ; that/whoeVferdidr not .forsake father^ 
tomther; wif(^, chSdren, ' Ikmfs,- and their 
^try lives, couia not'be bis disciples j *that 
lie whp sought to save hi^ life in thi^ world^ 
should lose it in the next. ^ ^ 
^ •N.oyv^^at this^ despised doctritift of the 
cross should prevail so universally, against 
the allurements of fles]^,jai^d,blopiJi,atyliaH 
jth^. blandishnftfnts pt, tKis Mroi|lci,,^^^j^i|ist 
tjierage and persequtiou of aU :tbei kio^p - 
flind powers of the earth, must show' its 'oi^^ 
gi^al to be d}vine,* ind, iis protebtOr; ixj^^ 
l^igfity., What /is it /els^ ^ould conqujet 
without arms, perftuade without;, rhetoric^ 
<)rercome enemies, disarm tyrants, and 
j^itibdue empi^es^ witl^bvit opposition ?^ , '[ 

**"*iThe sacfdd p'i^n-meii,'%e Prophets ihd Apbs- 
tlesi *wer<!'hoiT, excellent' wien, and lumild not^ iirt* 
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l^nies ^f .the most bitl^j^.eiueixues and pcK* 
secutoi?ft,/erf; (;bri§tmi«ty», .ho^h Jfiws .an4» 

lifSg, illiterate ;mteH, find t^erefotci tifuid not, lay tier 
l|omble scjbeine of djel|idipg maQkind. Tlje ho]»9, 
of gain 4icl^.no^ Uijflu^n9e,ft^ra> fhr th^y wew sdf- 
(leiiyiyig r^y«» tUa^left «U t<? fi^Uaw a Master,i»whor 
hc^noi^tfJ^er^tfaday Huhepui^ ;4tid whose grand, ini-. 
tj(iting,ij[)b5iil«iVa8, ilx,^e,p^ a mfin forsake all tluit he 
hlfthf\h^eu^$m.bem^^(^f^/ ,T^y,\fSYe ^o d^sinr} 
1i^C6«i^d ithat 1 liey^secur^df optl^i^pu, eartji but^ hMPrr 
gl^ . aB4,n*^edneas, ^tpcka . W iviso^t Vi^cks, axid 
tortures j;^>(liijch<ii>dtt.ed was all thai they coul^j or 
dfel eK|>if^jt,'|in conseijwe^ce of ^.Christ's express dcJ 
^mjigpfS^; ^Jiji^bpr wa8,;i »d^ftire of ^noui: th^ mo*-> 

' \j^ei^.,)^^^ .actions i ib]> tl^e^oTiA^or^ himself waftj 
^qa'tfdjW)*!^ the utmost coiHcinpt*. s^kI bad more,, 
ti^f\ ;0T^ aj*3ured Ibcm, that ibey ? ^bould cert^ly^ 
fiJM^i-^t tji^.-^%i|i<? ' fate : ,B^i4e^^*5lj!^j were humblo^ 
i^jv,iK>t afe^\p workipg^as meqhamg^ fov- a w^raej 
maintenancie, ai)d so liule desirp^us ^)f,bui»an regaojd^ 
that; they exposed to the wprjd the* meanness 91?, 
their b-rth and occupations,. their, great ignoraiice. 
ai^d ucandcbuB ffTlls. , , , . . .. 1 • ' ' ', v : 

..Add to this, that they ^ere so many, and Jived at. 
sue h distance of time and place from , each otber>r 

*1jiai hiid <tlK7 been impostors, it would haye bceii^ 
iropracticU)le fur them to, contrive and caiTy on^, 
fogiary without bcinj^ detected. , And as they nei-> 
XjgfiiV would^ j^ior could deceive the.^orld; so they^ 
n^itjier coi^fl nor wjoidd be deceixied themselves i* 
For tbcy were days, months, and years, eye and ear^ 
witnesses! of the tfnngs wbicln, they relate; and when 
t%y h*M| not the fullest, evi^eiicp of important facts,,;, 
they insisted upon new proofs,. and even upofi. sen- 
sible dem^strntions i as,^j^^jLj>staiicc, Th(^mas^ i«t 
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4# fummemsm 

Gentiles, to die tm^ of the mai^r 6t ikit 
of Christ ; s&dft as 4b»epkud and ^acttus ; 
of which thb £rst ftoimthed about £&ttf 

the matter of 6m Lord^s ieMtre«itth, Jithn xx. ^. 
Ami to leave us no rooih td e|Uedt1k^n their sincerityi' 
woBt ef them joyfully s^ed* the- tirtitfe of their doc- 
trines with tl^eir'owiY blood. t>id=«9 mtfi^uuid sis0^* 
marks of veracity, evcr'twe^t m aay otliw author* f^^ 

Bat even whll^ th^Sy livfed, they 6(«ftfttted their 
testimony by ft variety Of^mirad^, wWitt|^ht ki 4*^ 
vert places,* and finTft humb^ of years { smne^m^^ 
before thousands ^ their enemies, atf the miracle^' 
of C^ist and his disciples i iOmetimel before hutt* 
di«ds of thousands, as thoiie of Moses; •Kiese mirti-> 
des were so well known and attested, ftai^wheo' 
botk Christ aitd Hlfoseis' appealed to thdv^u^beiH^ ^ 
city, before their bitterest* opposers, mctftiOAitlg' th^ 
persons upon whom, as weU as the paf*tfculai* ti/hes 
when, and the plaibes where, they had bdeti perforali^ 
cd ; the facts Wfi*e' 'fleVer deni^, but passed ove*- 
in silence, or maliciously attributed to the Prince <if 
the DevHs. By «uch a pitiful slander as^ Ibiai Por- 
phyry, Hierocles, Celsus, and ^uli^ the Apostate, 
those learned and inveterate enemies of Christianity,- 
endeavoured (as thfe Pharisees had done beft>re 
them) to sap the arg^unents founded upon the mira> . 
<4es of Christ and his disciples So sure then as 
God would never have displayed his arm, in the 
most astonishing manner, for the support of impos- 
ture, the sacred pen-men had their commission frottit' 
the Almighty, and their writings are hi& Ihehf ora* 
cles. 

To conclude : If the gospel (and consequently the 
scripture) is an imposture, you suppose that some 
poor Galilean fishermen, only by nieans of an ahsurif 
UCi Which th^ told witfamit wii^ and wrote withoutr 
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wiTH *rHE ttSISTS. ^ 

jreari aiitef the de^fh of C^rfst ; ' anil !h« 

■cJthei^^aboiU seventy V^ai^s* after. "So 'that 

^hey Were capable of examining into thk 

jruth, and wanted not prejaclice and nialiti 

sufficient to have inclined them to deny'tiie 

in^tt^^isf fact itself of Christ. But theH- 

^(Mife^siDjg jto it, as lilcewise Lucian, Cehuii, 

porphyry, and Julitirl the Apostate; thfe 

Mahometans since,^and all other encjtmcs 

^f Christianky that' have' arisen in thfe 

iyorldyl^ an undeniafelfe attestation to thfe 

jriah of'|:he matter of fact/ ' . [ ' 

.v^ IX. But there is another argumentmore 

itrong and, convincing than even this itiat^ 

ir ;9f fatt j*tnore than the certainty of what 

V ',1 ' ■ ,* . .. . .■ . , . • '' ' ,. ■■. 

eigatice, foiled the xntillLitude of the^JewL^anp^ 
T^gan priests, who had ^pejud'ice, oustom, ppssei- 
%&n, learning, oratoiy, iveatth, laws, governors, aftd 
wperors on 'didir side.; yea, and trttth also, tipoft 
y«kir principles, at least when tiiey decried the go»- 
pA as a cheat. Would it be inpre ridiculous to be- 
k lieve, that David killed Goliah, with a grain of sand, 
knd cut-off his head with a spire of grass ; or that 
our sailors siri ipen of wai' Villi a puff of breat)^ 
wKle our soldiers batter down ramparts with snoW- 
'tials. ■ ^ ■ ^ ' ' ' .: . , ,' 

' ye sons of worldly wisdom, ' drop your unjust 
prejudices; candidly weigh bo til sides of the ques- 
tion, and you will soon see, that' in rejec^mg the 
J^os^l as an imposture, you display a far greater 
deg^e of crerfif/i/^, Uian we^ do in cordia% necei^^ 

E 
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JrfOB 3frith ^ f y^ ; «»4 . w^i^ ttep ^«I»^- 
ibJP^r caUed.i^ nifire ftui:p xwrd^ A^i^tif^ 
|iroQf, tbsm what he saw md lieard \jp<^ 

.iysastr»isftg^r^d])efore Kim ^4 twp ottiejn 
4[)f tjie iipostks,: for havii^ repeajt^^ th^ 
lias^age.^.a prorf of that wJi^ll^iQf /thj^ 
y^re eye- wkneaaies, ^4 Heard .the yoiq^ 
Ircnri beav^ giving anestation to q^r Iw;^ 
IChrUt, ? ftf. i, 1^^ tr, 18, he sajjs, v* li^, 
Jf^e /latfe akoxi moKG sure word ofpro^hec^^ 
for the proof oiP this Jesus beii;^ ,tb^ Mes- 
JM^; that is, the prophecies which hac 
fione before of him, from the beginnijjff c^" 
jtbe w^rld ; aud ajl exactly ful^Ued in J^ujsv 
Men may dispute aa imposition or ddii> 
sion lipon our outward senses; but hoK^ 
<Rm that'be fatee*whi<ih IwtS fc^en soktt^ 
^v^nfrom the'beginni4g of the worM» a^ 
«0 often, by all the .prophets, in seve^ 
«ges^'foret(ud ? how can this be an impcm^ 
^n, er aibrgeiy^* " I 

• Spiiet^mes ih^ plamje^t prophecies, the moat 
toblic pnVflc/le*, and HipJannaU ot kingdoms, w]ell 
"kpown when those bookd "were first received, vimv 
^CTftiU^ concur to demonstrate thei^ Authenticity- 
Take one 4nstanc.e put of many: A prophet out of 
J\ldah, a]3<ive 300 years before the eveht, thus fore- 
Jtpld the poUutic^n of iTeroboam's altar at Bethel|, bcr 
fore Jeroboam hhndelf, who was attende4 by his 
l^i#jm,^$ Cf>\i^tleris> atfft nedolibt a y^^X nmtiji^ itf 
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'This is ]{mi»Scul^tnM«t(ftd 00, in iHt 
JKI^hott with the yetvsi And ffvcn' thfe Ihg^ 
Sst^ must confer, thai? thstt bdok we c^H iM 
0bi Testament^ was bi being; irt thehandi 
6f' the Jews, long befotexntr Sartenr cam^ 
Into the world.* And xf'tfcey will Be «f 
file ptSiit to cointiare the prophecies that 
ire Aere of tKe Messiah, wi* the ftilf8ltfi|f 
if them, as to^ tiitte, place, an* ^{ othei^ 
^ircumstaiices, nl' the petson, birth, fife; 
4^8Ct!h, resmtection,.imd ascensio n c/l' our 



jL»rdf b^h^ai^ U chAd shall b^ born unto the hmseuf 
tfavidf J&9iah by name, who ahall bv/r% metCo bonew 
tpon tfieCT and^ tkiB it the n^ : SehoItU ^is v^ 
iHfi^h^ akat %heS^ b^ttm, end tWatioi^hta jAPt npek 
$ti»i$mtred Vivog Jeroboam inton^ /WHh«|%dQ 
■stvetGhGd forth kit ha^d a^ainfd tf^cman qf Gad^aoj^ 
ing to his guards, Lajf hoidpn fwn : fi'ut his extena^ 
i*d Ifttod teas dried up 90^ that he ctnldmii pMH ittagtiiJi 
ummf i^ ifctim!^ of th^ a^aHi and tln^ s^IeU^ 
Wl^^f th« fire* iiist»ythr took ptUcc ; ai4 tke iQi^tal 
prophecy was exactly fulfilled by piou» king foHah^ 
Js'you may see by comparing 1 fcngs xiii. 1,'witH 
g' Kings ijoli. i5i Can we reasonably sappose^ tha< 
faoviiA, cootaining a^couHfte g£ gntth frablio ffvmutit 
T^o^c^KS^ becp^recei^ed a6 cil'mTM by ik^viHdtidwpf 
ileii if tiieir authenticity had not been confirmed h^ 
fckitfbitabie in^tter of fejct ?; 
. ' •-Tlitfif wortderfiil prfefsert a*Si^ t# th«t m6ki ^**id 
Momt^^uKtndy thie l^fa^lMic hsstory of Cfaristi yhm^ 
they reject, is itself a proo^ tliat infinite wisdom 
even overruled enemies to^bpau reluctant testimony 
ftr inertrutnr. 
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5a EAKi^a^^W): ^ 

V^es8fd Saviour, th^ w^U find thUprpw 
IvW quir apostle ierccaUa it, a Ught 4tlmi^ 
ing in a dark fila(?e^ ^t^jhe: day desvn^ atuf 
ike day-star arise in your Jiearts. .WhicV 
feod gi^t* Here isioo possibility of dc^ 
c^itpr impostiire. r. , •{ 

, Old prophecies, gnd all so ^gr^emgt<tOtd4 
i3b9(^ Jiavi: Wb^ contrived ftp cQuqtendnce i^ 
new cheat;; ^nd nothing coiUd pc a chea% 
that c^uUl fulfil all these. . . \, 

'. For this therefore, I refer ^Deists t^ 
ihe Method with the Jexvs.^ 
• Idttireth«ia,liltewi8et6l0oktii€i)e,«cc<i 
11. mtd consider the prophecies g^en s6 
long ago, 0f which they, see the fumlHng 4 
thift day, with their owa eyes, of the.stati^ 
of idle J«W84 lor many ages past, and at 
pi^sent'j widiout & kmg, 6r pfies^, or tem-^ 
pie, or sacrifice, scattered. to Uie ^our.wlndi^ 
sifted a* with a sieve^ among all aations^f * 
^^t ^eserved^ and always se to43e, a dis- 
tinct people from all others of die ,whole 
e^arih. yiTiereas thos^ n^i^hty monarchieil 
which oppressed the^ Jews^^and which conci^ 
manded the world^ in their turns, and had 
tlie greatest human prp^pec]^ of p<rp^twi|y{ 
WertiHto b^ex|4ij^guish^, as they have heeu» 
eiwin that their names should ^ Uotl^ out 
(mm under Heavenf.: ! . ' . ' • ^ 
;As like>vi5»e, that as remarVable gfjpu^ 
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tipa and progress of the dmstian .Cfaunl^ 
when: » h€r.simddl»grclathesy.conaiBtaii^^ 
<lnfy oSm^ Ssm ponr fehoniien ;r Aot hys^tm 
antoid^ aft tHam «f Mahomet^ but irader-aH: 
tie ^sttmim of j»«y and 'hell; wkiolr 

^ Bott though I ofier dittcv » iuxt toclM^ 
llig^tcdii^the Oeate, tOf wUch thc^rcaii' 
fiboir ADtfan^ ecfUal in all^ pipD£inii:h«stotSfV' 
aaiLm which itia-impbssibte an^chsancaiij 
lie;' jet I put them mat* liiponpthe sasM.fttio^ 
flftldi^'^hophe^ft befdi%^qnM»iaoiied of ithe. 
ttiaite and Gdming^ o€ the Mesmb^ whrriii' 
Ban^e Bees since the world bei^m. < 

Andtthftt geoeral cGspectadoiLof wm wAkA& 
ttrdf atthe itime of his :€ohMi%^ smihML 
upon ki the<Jtfi9«^^ tvilA £^ y^sirs, ^lecfa^^i 
is;gKea%ix>be Qo^ed^ , > • 

"-B^ IrStyvdie foregomg propbeaifas <«ii: 
d«r Sa^iouryaresos^rotiga ;proof,;ai^fii^eiU 
iniiadeip wonid iiot<be^8CiiEni|ehe<t0.farc^! 
Cbeiv attthoii^. '. ^ ' . . /^» . / ^L 

* I oteany it it w^vpossiUeMtfltttitruei 
mifade could be> wvenght io coiitrftdidtkm: 
tOPlfaem/S for that iivmdd be foi- Gbd tox:eiH • 
lr«H(^hiiiiseUw * ^^ ^ 

Bitt no sign, or wondier, that couM pos» 
fihlj- be sohnedy should^ shake this evidence* 

itm iim that kiMq^ the Jews in thdf ol> 
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t^oi* fact dose b^ tiitr . blessed 3aviour«Qr/ 

Gam they dbeny tbett^lhty'jiireife so;doiie^ betu 
ciMise they iiaveall* the fonr n»rk8>i)f:3fere!^'^ 
]»bikiioned : . yet. they .caiktoi^yudd ! ^BHiy h 
Because' they .thxok ^tbut die^^gpapdbist im^ 
c^tkttmScAoa t& the lxw4 ^M^ich. if k snel^, 
the consequence MKVuId be unaiKoidahky thai? 
both could not^be .true.: -.To aolviBthis^.is 
the:buaiiie^ of the Method rmth the^jf^wsm < 
Biitlthe. contioadiction whidi. they sujipose, . 
i»iim Aeir commentrdiat they put u^on jhet 
larr.; ne^pectaBy they Expect a littral fulfil*! 
ing of those, piiomiBes of the vestoratioD afi 
JeriiMdanv^^>3<I"<)ta^i^^mtL glories ot.i&e 
AvOAtii of whkh di6re is such^ffoqiiei^ 
lUfeotioii iitlii^ books of Mose^ the Psabus, ,* 
aud all the prophets^ Aad maay .Chri^is'^ 
skm i4b .<expeot the samie, land'takc thbse. 
ttmxm a8>UteitiUy >as . the Jes^rs. -dp; We d»^ 
hthtai[£^ andt pra^fbf ;th]e> coaversion <tf . th(» « 
Jews. For this end they iiave.beea:s<L 
mirttcukniriy \prssfirv«cfe,.7according to the 
prophdciea s& bhg^i^eifiDrtt of itw- And i^Jnen^ 
that time < shall camie^^ jas^^y iare>thfi most; 
honourable and ancient of alLtheasationa ocu 
the earthy so \iiU their church return tcf be 
the- mother christkn church as she Was :dt : 
iii»t ; and Home must sucrendi^r to Jeruaa* 
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dicKy in^tiie»iii«t]AifidUB'Cif tbe-^hoto^avt^ 
which Jerusalem mtist-bei-^hen-the Mtoam 

sion of the Jews : f&runh IntioaiwULtheir 
ttmipnd-'witkvthe Jew^ lior church With 
Jcimsatem for>supr«n[ndeyi All nations witt 
be lonbitiousrto^raw thiilrroiigintUiroin di» 
Jd«RS^t whoee it^^ thcr l^tteers^ aend' frim 
wixnuy as eoftceming the flesh,' Chmt cani^ 

ioarmiA reBtoration' of ^ve/Jews^andoC 
Jemsatei %. whadh/they ei^jiect,' pursufiut' w 
the:]m^ltie<»eft;^'r;y^ ... r :;j '.;\;,:,.. ..,*-' 

They pretend ^tMrt^ftt this is limited ixs 
Itf^^cdrmuki^thne of ^4refgi] of the^Mes*- 
skrii;.' rThey arefrisureiit wHl not be:ati«hd 
beginniflg^l f©r<bey^eitpfe^ i!o go th^ujgii^ 
great 4MM&tet»:^nditrttuS' wkb^hmrtMe^ 
i^f(^ ^^^^ntfi9tl^» Cftrnrth iias ckaiA^^ 
bcfi»e4i»fi6jdcon<jiiest4Biidrtbat tbcfycomel 
to teignmtk Mtn^ - So that th» is na ob^ 
stnictimi to^thdr «nibmcia^ of ciimtianityr 
They see the .same -dfcings fiilfilted^in «»^ 
whidi they tsxpect diemselves 5 ictd- we exw 
pcct^e^sameAtiigsthey do; ' '^'^ 

:i tdl this^ to the JOei^,; k^t Acy^tiMiy* 
thinlr .th«t the Jews have some fitrorigfer 
arguiuem» thaa &ey knov of^^ that they^ 
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«M3DHtng the MfSaS}^* : r^ . - * '.;..' 

As 1 Bftfd be&ns, I wfldtt adt pleatd cirdo 

And if this is sii^kienl! topo^Hftilo^ 
Jewy'it is much more so ;to a> DcMt^ iFRii6 
bybourstiot under tfatse. objeclbinsbj... ^ 

Besides, 1 wouU ndt seem t» ebslv^th 
tliat (in a sound sease) reftsosobk eatttam^^ 
iued bj^ Cbriatiaii ynk^M^: aot .to/ jpmt the 
jmue^^of t^ tisuidi whcdly upo» toiindes^ 
witbo^^this adtdittofi^ mh&A ti0.^dm»tiix% 
contradiction to the revela«ams^,.a)rfad)i 
l^en in the Hoty-rScriptoresi v - ' s 

. Al!ld they ck> it u^oft this, cons^e^ationf^ 
That, though it isj ^ inpossiMe^t^. sttpposfli^ 
t^t )Cbd w^d w«ick-« recd.miriurle^isi 
€0nti^di€to». to. whai:rhj9^ has^medy r€^ 
Vesdbd; yet moil; ^a^,beim|p(^MM ^on bjr* 
hhe &n)i seeminflp mirades^ and -pretteiidedS 
i:eirelatic«is, (as mem are w^calymmafki^ 
eapeodly in the chumh of ^RiKme,) and sot 
.nMybeshaiken in dbe feith, if they keej^ 
nftttpAfiHoly Scriptures as their rule. - 

We 2ffe told^ a Thess. ii, ^.%i Mmi^fmei 
^i9wmg is eiftir tiheimrUng' ofSatm^^wMi 

fds^Mipm jrn^ Urn xvu 14. ind s&&^2(k(^ 
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wiftH TS* miirrs. $st, 

die dfevH tilrf^ftiber prophets unrorkiiig milti- 
xi^0 But the word in ^1 these places in 
BBfy'Sem^^f ^igns^^^m ia-OKit is ren^re<il^ 
Matth. XXV. 24 ; wliicb, though sometime* 
k^'Bftay be iMed' ta signify real^imrsieHs; 
jet not alwuysv not. in ^ese places.: f<^ 
llidiig^ e^^^yitniracle be a^sigi^^ amir oriiron-^ 
rfer^ /y«t every fiign, or Wonder, is mbt » 

.^ :£• Here it najr be pmper to eon8td!»r:af 
^ommoii topic pf^iKe Beists, t^Ho^ 'wha^ 
thefsl^, not aide .to stand •ut against tktf 
ttvidence of ^^t, that, sueh and such nirra^ 
des have heen lioiie,. then turn about, and 
d<m^ Auch things to be miracles,, at l&eat 
Aat ^iv^e can iacverJbe< sutfe whether aayi 
w^nderfSl thing that is shown to u»y be a 
tnae^OTafelse nurackw : ' . ' ' •- 
^. And the greajtarguineBt' th^ go upon^ 
)k this, Th^ ft miraek being: that wfaidb 
fsceeds^ the power of fiaturc, we xa»iio€ 
know whit exceteds it, urfess we know the- 
utiiK>8t extent of thepdwer of nature ; andr 
ml ma^preteads<:to kiiov^ that: th«-efor® 
Hm^ iio man cia^ certainly know wihetheb 
uiy event be miraculous ; and, consequent-^ 
]|r^.be:may be, cheated in his judgment be-? 
:tfi^txt t2*ue aad ^ibe mipw:}e8i • 

A, a?^ which I ansifeer,: Tliat men maybe 
vij^beaftpdj mA tbereiai^ maoy ^xampteaL 
of it. 
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5(1 fiffs* mKfm»f ' 

Btit tba^ thtmgb W5 may^iiot i*rsiy« 1in»* 
when we ure cheated ; yet we .tan^ ctrtain^ 
teli, iit many cases; wheti w«vftre not cfaftttt^ 

For thoc&gh we do not lin^W the utynotft 
tetent of t^6 power of natutie^peiiiapS'iff 
9ny ^tte'thiog ; yet k doesinoV feltc^^ thtft 
we know not the weitm:©: of a»y tMe^^m 
some measure r and that certainly too* FSdw 
canatifile: though'! do^ifiot^lMidW'.tb^titnCbst 
itxtestof the plowed oHir^; yeel <S6ilsi«Bfep 
kiiOWy that it i^thejMtoteof fteettrburn-l 
ftnd that when proper fiielka4mh»s<)t»4 
iority it is'coiatmry tor die tibtciite of £«e -ni^ 
Ito' consume iu Th^rsfove ii'I sec^dwetf 
snvti t»^n off the- surety in theii^ cimislioii 
weaHttg^ a|ipard^aiid^dt«itho!ii«^^y*pye^«EaM 
tion^ cast ii^to the miiiist of a: bux^nii:]^ fitfrjl 
ftnmace ; and tb»t the flaulie' was^so fre^ce* 
that k bi^iit up thosa^^moti iiia«ithtew«te« 
hi ; and yet that those who were thvdiwn^in 
should walk i^ sfaod dcrwn in thebouom c4 
#ir iuraiutev atijd' I sti^uki ^ie a fo«»^ .petu 
son with th^m^ of^h>t*i<MtsJqB|MaiiQCncevlik# 
the Smixyf Goid|'andthatitkes«<mensh<AjM 
eome up again out -of t^e^fomaoe^ nritih«mt 
any hai^m^ err se miHrh lisu&e ^m^ of ' firii 
Upon themselves^ jotth^r^otadts: I I^<»mM 
ndt be decreitcfdy i» dmikid^ thcve was a 
.st0p pot to «he natiivr itf fits ai^xk^idlb^ 
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$um?f^mi& ithiJt k had its teA^diq^jo^ tbt 
«um ftf hom ik •humed^ at the same ;timtt. 

^gfaiii,/tli«i^ j[, cannot. ^eU how w<mi> 
d'erfid aod'sudden abiagxo»Me <if com might 
^ iftfodbuced^ithevcodcKiiTence of many 
Gamsssi;jad awami olkimt^ithe ferttiit^riif 
llK/japttByc'&c. '^t«hi9fl.clu» jtertatnly k«ov% 
A2|it>dMBre:ifr.not'diat']iatuvad force in ite 
lureatb /tf itnxi lOr ^tbree words spoken^ to 
Viufttply ^neitm^teaf of £read, so fast, m 
dM>mukiik^6ffiiv;a9.tndy.»i^ really, not 
imly'iQ* appearance aod.shW to th^ eyeybut 
Id fiH^titebdlits of ^several thousand huti>* 
gry persons ; and that the fragments should 
Jbe:much' moit than the foread ws« at %HU 
■\ So.neither ki^A irord spoken, to raise tbe 
d^ri^ cure diaeases, &c. 

'Ricrtffbre, though we know not the ut-* 
»ost extent of the power of nature ; yet 
«re can certakdy know what is contrary to 
theitt^ttre of aeven^ such ^ings as we do 
know. . 

A«d therefore, tho<a;$^ we «iay be cheat* 
ed and inniosed upon in many secsmng wi^ 
ra^s and wonders; yet there are soo^ 
jdiin^s ^whes^in we<may be certain* 

But fiather, the I>ei9t8 .acknowledge t 
{}od fof an almighty pofwer, who made, 0IX 
Ain^. 

Yiei^^tey w«Mld futiitsov^jof hia power. 
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to nMte ainytVevelal»oii of hisI^in-to^iNnli 
kind; > For if 319^ i^anhot be certain ^ i aa^ 
miracte, hoir**hauld wfe Iboovr^/vtdiea God- 
*ent any thing extraordinary ti>^:ii«^i*:-' ^ 
v^ Nay,' how shimM^-woknoir ih»:o»di«ia»^ 
pl)wc^ of ^nature, iif we knew^not wimt eK» 
cetdad it? If^wekni^n^t^i^atis na^rsl^ 
h<wv^ do* wie know tbere' is ^fiiachrst .tiling ai 
nature f that all is not ^upftroamr^ xH mU 
racks, and so > dispiltab^ «till ^ATie dc^ 09^ 
downright ^epticism,: and dqufcvt lhe>ce«« 
tainty of our/otittmrd series, whedieV 'm^ 
see, hear, or feel^ or allbenota^^r)«*acti&)as 
iihision? ; ^ V i 

- Which because I knovr tile Deists are 
noftindined to do, therefcre^I will retcm ^o 
pursue my argument upon the convioti<m 
of our outward senses ; desiring only>iliis, 
that they would allbw the senses t>f cK^hea* 
men to be as ^certain as their own* • ^Which 
they caimot refuse,' since Without tkls they 
can have no certainty of their own. > - 
^Xh Therefore, from what has'bcen^d, 
the eause is summed up shortly in thia: 
yE%at though we <^^nt>t see what was done 
before oiir time ; yet, -by the marks Ivhi^ 
I have' laid down conceriiing the ^ertainCy 
of matters of^ fact done before our timd,* we 
may be as much assured of the truth of 
them^ ^s *if we ^aW thfem with ©Uf -ejse^ ^ Jje* 
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<AvM iivh:a,tbr^n^ vbAtter of -fact kas* stt 4lie 

four marks before-inentioiicd^ could ntvtr 

'feftve beeti itiveftted/wid received, but iipon 

* the convictidn of the outward senses of all 

' tfeo^ who did receive it^ as before ia'<fe- 

itidffttrat^. Aftd therefore, this topic, 

which i htiVe chose*ft,'doeSf stahd upon the 

coiaviction eVto of fnehs outward 6^etises* 

And since )rou have confined me to otie 

topk,'Ihave not msisted upon ^ dth#r, 

'wMch^Ihaveonfyflanltd.' • • ■ 

Xil. AiKi now it lies upon Ae Dei^if 

. A^ey would app^i'^s men of reason, ' to 

«how some matter of fact of formet* 'ag^s, 

"wfekh th^ aMow to be true, tJiathas greater 

evidence of hs truth, thain the m^$tek^bf 

faet of Mosfes and of CJhridt, as' no often: 

matters of 'fact of those times, hcyWd¥tr 

-irue, have, but these only: and I-p\it it 

upon them to show atiy forgery that hiis^ 

^ Aese mfarksv ' * • *-' 

This is a short issue*^ Keep- them ctose 

to this. 'This'detetitttinea the cause* all'^t 

once. . , 1 ' i 

Let them produce their ApoHonius iPya- 
naeus, Svhose Kfie was put into English by 
the execrable Chaiic* Blount ;* and coria- 
' pared, with all die wit and midioe he ^s 

' * "Who became his own executwrtsp: 
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/ Ji^ tjiem lake ai4 from^l the legw^s 

- Ifce. sorest di^gmces of .Chmtiapity; md 
'^y^hkch ]]$ive bid the faired, of any o»ecp^- 
r|riv|m(^, to overturn the ee^t^inty of t^e 

. n^r^lt^s pf Christ, ^|id his, ^p^tlesf atid'^e 
^iJ^uoiiertrH^i of tht^ gP3jp^l>ihy puttingitfcem 
;sdli^p^ the^i^me fop^pgf at Jea^/th^y Are 
8o linderstood by . ilhc ^geneneiity qf tJw^r 

; :4Q^ot^s,rfih^>U^ di^oMrii^ and 'la^g}ied at 

, >y Ate: liaised, ftpd mw ^f 8^9fti!^v,-awa^g 

rth«jm» 

Jietv^jiieMtn y\^m^ choose ihe i^96t;|>r0- 

Hb»Me ^f all the feblea of ^e ge^thea^- 
^ ;o^d s.^ if ithey om A^d, fn ^^ pf 

jl^W>^,fthef<wr m^^ b^fQi^eimen^^n^d. 
^ptl|erKl(^ Ijrt riieflft s^bijMt to th^ irrif|^- 

::|[«bJe.i?e^JWJ5^ fsf ^ C^h^ 

XIII. But if, notwithstanding of all th^t 
^ ss^ ^e J^sts^Ul 9<ill ^Qiitei^d) That 

;jalUt^i^4s b^t priei^^r^fti th^ invention .pf 
priests, for their owm profit, &c ; then^tj^y 

.t^l?gi^ .^^wi idea q^jjiji^sta^f^^difFerent 

;fr9^'wh8^t^^y4^tel|ld: for then we m\wt 

/i^k>p)c'upoa tbes^ p^ei^ not >oi;dy s^ the 
c^nning^tan^ wisest pf mgnjflu^, but w« 
shall be tempted to adore them as deities^ 
who have such fow^^t as taJoipose at tkelr 
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make them believe, that thef had pra.ctided 
stt^h' pBl^e uistittttiotis, enaicted them by 
lafws, taught them ta their cMldfen» &t«. 
iv*«?n , &ey had never* done any of ihti» 
things, or ever so oiuch as heard* of them 
before^: and then, upon the credit of their ^ 
b^evingthat they had done stfch things aa - 
^yneverdid, to^ make thenv fonher bd^ 
fi^y nponthb smafie fouhdation^ wha^visr^^ 
they^pkased^ to impose i:^n>diehi, as^^ to* 
former ages « I sa^, such a^ pi»9^t as thin 
HMst^^xeeed a& that is^humati^ ami, conse^^^ 
qn^n^^ niake us' rank these ptiests^ f$x-' 
abd^ve^the condition of wortabi- 

9i Nay, this were to mak€ then^ outdot' 
nH' 4iat has ever' been rdkat^d oftfad infemd^' 
powers: fbr^ though their- legerdfemain hais- 
extended to-deceite some^ uniiwry behold* ^ 
ers ; and thrit power of wot*trtgf.soi»ie seem- 
ing n^raeles^ haife^ beengreat^ yet it ntver^ 
reairhied^ noreverwassuj^osed to reach so 
fEET, as" to deceive the senses ofiallntankind, ' 
in matSters of such public and notorious na^ 
tHre aS^ those of which-i^re* nowsp^ak ; to > 
tMike them believe, that they had enacted 
laws for such publie obser^maces^ continu-; 
aBy practised them, taught diem to their 
cfakdren, and had 'been instructed in them:- 
tilciwseltesfrora- their childhood^ if they^ 
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had M^er eiiaicted, practised^ taught^ pr- 
been taugbt such things. - ; -' 

9. .And aa this exceeds all the. power of,, 
hell and devibi, so is- it more than;eyer Ciq4 f 
ahni^^'ha» done since the foundation oCr 
the wtQiid* Ndne of the miracles .that^ hot; 
has «bown, or belief which, hehaa requir«l,l 
to afty thing that he has revealed^ h^i^Vj^i? 1 
coanadicted the outward senses of any,on^ 
man in the world, much lessof all noAnkind^ 
together: for miracles bejng appeals to oui^l 
outward seasesy if they should -overthpowtt 
the certainty ^of, our outward senses mudt>i 
dettrcy, widi it, aU th^ir own certainty, a§p 
to us; since wehaveflo.atberwaytojudgfif,! 
of a miracle exhibited/ to our sensea^than 
upon .the supposition of the certainty ofour,^ 
senses, upon which wc give credit toa mir- ^ 
acle that is shown tp our senses* .. ; 

4. . ITiisy by the way, is a yet unanswered < 
argument against the miracle of transubr^i ' 
stantiatiofi, atid shows the weakness of the 
defence which the church ofJRome oflfei^ ' 
for it, {from whom the Socinians;have lickr 
ed it up,; and, of late, have- gloried much ia * 
it amongst us) That the doctrines of the ^ 
Trinity, or incarnation, contain as great ' 
seeming absurdities a;^ that of tran&ubst^« ; 
tiation : for I would ask. Which of our sen- 
ses is it which the doctrines of the Trinity^ ^ 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



cnr^ftFaation^ <lo tontnidcct? It itod'ide* 
iiig, hearings fetlitt^^ taste, or snvdlf 
Wheveas tntti9iibitati»atioki4cie» contradict' 
aS of<h<)ai». Tkcriefait the otfmparbim U(x 
exceedinglf short, and out of purpose^ 
Bitt'to revuro; • ^ 

If the Chrfetianrdigkfi^toa'chtit^aM^ 
iioilnag elve hot' the ^ iiMrention of priesia^ 
aMcarriad on by dtetfr <Mltf k makers ^Mp 
power and wbdom greater than that of 
»«m, Hdgels, brdd^ ;<andiAore Aan dod 
hiMidf'^ewr 5«t ahM^ <^-e^^ a& 

deceive smd impose upon the senses of maxir 
kind, in s!!Uih ^loMtc and notorious mat- 
tew of feujt.* 

• . • Beasoa itself diet 
plainest m/otter of fact c 
<aiids of prejudiced and 
br«ce tbe Jkumhtingf, se 
cMiss, which th^y so mi 
Nothine.but the cleareft^ 
doubted truth, could ir 
luxurious healiiens rece 
poatearity the doctarines 
tle^^veapec^lly at » ti^i 
pr^nsujiif to miraclef 
could be so easily discos 
tors — ^at a time Wheit U 
exfoised persons of aU 
teaqpity and most inuninc 
the^ c|gp^ ^^ the primitiY 
from thit of Maho^et^i 
ad||irQ^to the warlike ^ _ 
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'SJVn An|irthistmll::|uie^ wbtcb'theJletstfi, 
jti<|slrtriin -intq ^tQ*, avpid .tb<tee , r<9iH>rd0d^^ 

So that these men, who laugh at^iU mii^ 
2fri09^mti^' now IqW^ed tto. ^d^ount for ;tiie 
gHifit^ d* all;«M«hoi«r thcijSQtis^^of manUiKii 
cKliiM be imposedtti^oti ki sUc^ jJidiUxQjWlaiH 

f r^kinl h9w thei^^cim tli^ m^ke tit^rfp-^aeift 
Uke ^|»Q^£^cM)t^ni|»ti(Ue.<)y^4U'^a^wc|i moe; 

% ;;; i-. '*• •v.*-, '". f* -J ).:."' j: v- -.-i .jfr,- . • , : , 4. 
lives and py?>pej:U«sJ<»;^ttemt^*Orh<aM>iMr, hyp^ 
new, easy, and neshpleasing- religion: But, thosc^ 
who devoted themselves to the meek,'seTf-d6HynT^, 
crvicified J^s.us, weire frequently . spoiled of t^ii* 
^f^k, and't^n^Hy put to^&athj pr'^it' thfejresbg?ed 
With ilietr lives, were looked lipQn aA the ^ejjy dr^» 
ofmankindi. ' / \" 

A^a to^rhis; that some of 'tKe ihttst ptofbiind part* 
of thfe'ifcfiiittftres; Were ^dressfed t<y w inKabitarfts 
of' ^polite iirttte,' 'and triumplKtiit" Roitie, - among 
whdjn philosophy imji JLiterature, with the fine surts 
and ^iences; ti^ere 'ih the highest perfection; and 
whHj^consefJuctitiy, were tes^ liable to b^'the dupes 
df itif^fe^ ihd' iftipfoittire. *On ^e 'contrary, -^giiss 
irnorance- 6ver*i>read ' tlrose cbuntirieB, whferer^*- 
Iro^tft' first l^foaclied his absurd opinions, and pro- 
Jii^f^d therm with the sworlil : A sure si^lhis, tKat 
th^'^saferefd Writers «id^ tmt, Ifte that impo*t6r, *vail 
thenisdv^s- of 'the l^ora»ice,"wea^es's,'ands^Ip- 
icssnfes!^ of their followers'; to ii|tpd.^.fals«ltoQ4iipon 
thjeitn. ^■■' ' ' '' • -'•'■• ' '" ' • ' «" *^" * " 

. 4 

\ 
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WITH THES bSB^rS. ^TT^ 

.they-mmle^tbeBi tbfistift amharBofdristhe: 
gnsatest rf miiracles ? L ..v - 

,. XV.- And smtc the D£ist8/(the$e «ien<6f , 
seme ami r6fts^).baii»;sa vtkaiul.tii€an^' 
yea of the priests jofali religions^ whjrdcrV 
they nat^recaver- the. mxAd oat. of the pos^1 
.a^sioQ antdgovemm^tof such blockheads ? 
why.dadiey^ suffer kings and states to b^. 
Icid^by tbeau ; to .e^afalish tb^ir. deceits %; 
law^ and inflict penalties upon the opposefst 
of thlnu.^ l«et*^ Deists, ttythmr. hands ^ 
they .have been trying, and are novr bu^« 
about it. And free liberty they have. Yet 
bavotth^not parcvailed, npr ever yctditl 
prevail in imy civilized or generous nations 
. And though they have made some inroads 
aniong the Hottentots, and some. other the 
0iost brutal part of ^nankkid r^ yet are they, 
still exploded; and priests have v and doJ 
pteyail agailist tJiem, among ndt cxily .flie 
greatest, but best part of the world, and the 
most glorious for arts^ learning, and War* 

sXVI. For a& the devil does ape. God, in 
bis liDstitutions of religion, his feasts, sacii- 
ficet») %c* SO; likewise in- Ws priests;- withi- 
out,wlg©m,narcKg^dn,whediertrue opfalsc,* 
caii stand. False^religlon ia but axorruptidir 
of the ttttCi The 4arue wasbgeforeit, thou^ 
it .be -follpwed ctote :up<tn the; hcels^: ' i 

>. T&j jreyelatioiLi ittadei-tof .MbsMcis .4Wcc 
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than ^y historf elctaiit in ^ Ifcatheti' 
world. The Heathens, in imitatioii of bim,, 
preleaikd, likesnrise, to their revelationSi . 
But I hay^^ven those iai£urk9 which cUsUiv* 
miish the;m from 1^ true* Npne of them 
have those four matjcs before meadooed*. 

JSow^ the Beiqtd think sdl reyelstions t»^ 
h^ c^uaUy pretendcid, find a dieat; and the 
priest c^all rc£gi0|t8 tabe the sMke-com^ 
trivem and joggl^^ : apd therefore ^ghity^ 
prockim war equally against aU, mid are 
equally engaged to be^ the brunt «f all*- 

iind U" the ccaatest be odiy be^twixt* the^ 
Heists and the priests, whkh of them^ar^ 
the men of die greatest parts and sense, let[ 
the effiscts djeter^iine it: and let the Deisti. 
yield the victory, txitl^eir (conquerors, who,^ 
l^ their own ccmfiession) cariy all the w^orld 
l^fore thenu 

X\IL If the Deiste sxjr. That du$ 19, 
because all the world tf e Uockh^ads^ a% 
well as those priests who govern them; thaft 
all ar^ blockheads, eicept die Deists, who 
vote themselves only to be men of senses 
diis (besides the modes^ of it) wiU spml 
their great and beloved topic, in, behalf of 
what diey call natural! religion, against the 
revealed, t^«s. a^^eaMng to die-comnsion rek-* 
lion of mankind. This thi^ set up agaiibst 

^e]jation:t dlink this. to be sufficitot &]^ aU 
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tW lises of meQ;h^eiorhl9>«^«er9'{tf fhf^i^ 
Ijc^any after state^ aii4 thenpfore that theri& 
i^iio use of revBlatkwH .'1^16 jcomn^on rea- 
son they adyaixce:,as Inf^ible, at l^ast 3^- 
thc' surest guidief yet ttoiiir:try:^utJii»poii: 
it'When it ti3tiis>flgai«st*tbemn- ^J'Tjen xhi$i 
common reason runs after revelatioti,ca^ \K 
^fiaraiys has donev theofi coxnniiQn ffeassott is*^ 
beast; a6d we iiw*st- took fer re;aspn, not? 
£nGan the c^qcuacio^ ^miment« of inaiikii^c}^ 
bia£ ojily toioBg.the: boau^c, the DNfist&*t; .-. 
.* XYIII. Thi&refore if the JJeiets fwowlA; 

♦ J>totinan^ JSTaMeinbt moffOf WUe aire cqHiedi sayi. 
tiie Apo^tjlbf i^everthdess some of both, ev^n at t6e^ 
ri«e of Christianity,, openly sXood, up fpr Us. truth. 
Among the noble we find Joseph, ^ member of the . 
great* Jewish council, Dionysius, one of the Jiidgeft" 
at vAtheosj and* Flarius pkiDens, a RoDnari SenatoM' 
and i^nong the. -wise!!,, 'Quadcatus, Aristldes, ,and, 
Athenagoras, Athenian Philosophers ; Clemens, Aiv,^ 
nobius, Ammonius,' Annatoliiia, &c. men of great 
leamii!^kt*Aleiandt!a'} and at Rome, Just in. mar fyi* 

giop of J;(e«us, the latter of whom- hi the second cen- 
tury told the ftomari governors, that tlieir corpora- 
tions, cotincils, and armies, and the eniperor^s palace, ^ 
were full of Chri^tim^ :• nor isthis iaiprobable ; since ' 
ap^e9i9^ a*' St. Pmi^'s^i^? th MitUt^ef C^botU hmse^ 
hoUlaai^ted those of, the Roman pro.vinces. PhiLi}%, 
22. How credulous are they who can believe that ^ 
persons of such rank and learning, could be deluded 
by Jewish fiBh^rmav inta tlie w<»«hip of a cra!k>ifie^ 
Imfostec! - . . . i""' ■ . , . 
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i^^oiti the IddirtifiiDtcion, (wkic^ ^riiV bet 
inerjr tmeafey to them) to yields and submiti 
to be «iibdu«d 'amd hew^d'dewti before the* 
priests, i*»ho» ef all mankind th^ey hatec* 
and define f if tfe^ would avoid this, leti 
^e<a confess,- as^^e truth is^lMttretiagioiti 
y no invention of priests, but of divrn«> 
lirigiBial: TfaM priests were instituted bj?^ 
the'ssime author of relig^ou^; and tbat^theiV' 
•tider is a perpetual, su^ living momim<eistt 
of the mai^rs^'jof faiet of theiv rdigiony ixj^* 
e^tuttd fit^m tbo time diat such nsatters of 
£sict were said to be done; aa the Levitefi^ 
ftom'Mosea; the aposdea and succeediitg 
dergy from: Ghrisf ta tbi^ A&f: Tteifr nSt 
J^fCathea priest csin ^ ^^ same : theji' 
wtere not appointed by ^ gpds whom; th^y:> 
aervedy but la^^ others ja after ages ^ the|b 
omnot stand the test ot Ae four rules be^ 
lore mentioned; which the CKristiaapriestt, 
aan do^ and tliey xmly^ Nbwy the GhrigtiEiot 
imesthood, as inatitutiedr by Gbrist him«d^. 
and continued*, by succession: to diis da|?^ 
being as impregmible .and fla^ant a( testi-^ 
' mony t» the truithi of the maiX&m of ifaet ot 
€hrisi, as^ the saicramentSi et smy other 
public institutions J besides that, if difi 
priesthood, wer^ takea awayi, ^ saqran 
MMBts^andothea^puyicuistiif^tkMSt w 
are adminiateted by theii^ hands, in^at f^tt< 
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^f^ fhrni : tbetefore tbe 4eiiHl ^ been 

.m^ busy, imd bent his fpr^tt^ fprce, hi 

al) agesi against the piiesthood; knQMrJbg^ 

that if tb*t gpe0 do?Kn,^,goje« with fe t 

^SK. And now, last of all, if one wor4 

J9i advice woitdd oot ke Jos^ np^n meni^ho 

^nk ;^ unmeasurftbjiy ^f theiftselvfes as thf 

jPfiist^, you ^3y rcpt««jent to them, idisft^ 

iCQXk^iao^ tbey are in, who spend that li^ 

and sense which Qod ba^ |?yen them, in 

^ridic¥^ng the greatest ofiiis blessings, his 

,r^yelatij93?fc4^f Christ, ^od iy Christ, to re- 

^ecfn^^^hose from A^m^i misery who shsill 

'J^i^ve in lAm and obey Im Uwsi s^nd th^ 

,G<id,Jn his wo^d^i^f^l mer^ ^^^ wisdon^ 

'bus 90 i^arded hi^ ^v^^Ut^n^, as that it is 

past the power of men or 4e¥ils to-cownter- 

f&in and^Aat there is' no denying of them^ 

unless w^ will be so absurd ^ to deny, nqt 

odiy the reasdiii but the certainty of the 

;putward senses, not on^yof one, or two, or 

three, but of mankind in getiei^al ; Th^t thi<5 

^^^seis so very plain, th^t nothing hut w^ant 

i^ thought ean hinder any to didi^ver it^ 

That they must yi^ it to be so plain, xa^ 

less they can sboW some forgery which hss 

all the four marks before set down. But if 

'dt«y ciouiot^'tluB, they must quit their 

fAUfte, ftftd yiekt a happy victory over* 
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T[/nest9, of bekigi not only -the 'mmt petfil- 
jcibusvbut (^hs^t wiU gall them more) tfee 
most irrconsidei^lci-ahd hi^oinsi^crable <tf 
Ifiankindi ' • ' • ' - 

' ■ Therefore: let- thetn ftot thml^ \t aft* ii#. 
'dfeVVJakiing of their Vrorthinfess, that thevr 
Hyl^fe c^iise re^compriged within so nsttfdW 
a comrpasd, and no more tiMe bestb'^fed 
upon it than it is Wdrtli/ ' *' ' >*' 

' -But let them father refle^it, how far they 
teve' been all this time from Christianity^ 
Vhdsfe rildinietfts they areyetiolfefifth^ h6% 
^i* from- the way of salvation ; tiow f|tr tfeie 
trace of their Kve« is run, before they ha'v^ 
set one ^tep "in tfie road ta heaVenv aii& 
"thet-efore how 'much diligence theiy ought 
tto use, to Redeem all that tihi^'tfe^y liatfe 
lost, kst they lose ihethselves for eve^r^nd 
be cOnviticedV^by'a dreddful experience, 
Vhen* it' isT too' IsCte, fhat the gospel 'i^ a 
truth, and of the last consequence^^* ' ' • ' * 

'^'* It is exceediTigly remarfcable, tliat tfie raorc 
liilnibfe and holy people are, the more they reftd, 
admur©, a^d^va^c the.scjinUire^^.-aivdx^on.jtWt^cW- 
^wy, the more self-con.ceited, worldlyrftiinded,jtiKl 
- wic^d, the more they heglpct, despise, and asperse 

• ♦ As for Hie objfectioihs which are ^radsed *a|rfnittt 

^iheir perspieaity and kjoB«i%tendy, ^tf>9^ wjip. ,^i^ 

both piou^ and learned, know,- that tbej: W^ e^nera)- 

ly founded^ on prepossession, and tlie w&dt Of ond^r- 
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$|uidMi^ in spiritiud thin^; or on our ignonmce of 
several customs, idionlSy and circuinstances* which 
were perfectly known when thos^ books were writ- 
ten. Frequently also the immaterial error arises 
merely from a wron^ punctuation, or a mistake of 
copiers, printers, or translators; as the daily disco*^ 
erics of pious critics, and ingenuous confcstiJQs of 
unprejudiced enquirers, abundantly prove. 



3ect. XlXth is omitted, as containing sentiments 
not essential to the subject of the letter. 
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SIX LETTERS 



ON THE 



SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION 



SON OF GOD. 



By the Rev. JOHN ^ETCHER, 

Vicar o/Madeleif. 



1 am not mad, most noble Festus ; but 8i>eak the 
words of truth and soberness. Jtcta xxvi. 25. 

Wisdom is justified of her children. Matt. xi. 19. 
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Ixxx INTRODUCTION. 

new birth / as totally ignorant of the Scriptural ac- 
ceptation of Wing **barn ftgrain,*' as wa* Nicodemus, . 
the marvelling " master in Israel." 

The operation of the new birth (" being bom 
again") is the-ff»n^,co|iH»)«ak>i| which the Holy 
Ghost the Cotnft&tet ^jrf >«?*» itr effect For this, -^ 
Christ, the San of God gave up ^dt life upon tiie* 
^Cit>ss ! Let its importance therefore be estimated by 
the meant taken to ca^\\. ♦ ^ Proportionate to the 
fMtau must be the end. The End is, that mH&oM 
and nulUffnjf^ the hun^wi raccjjav^fel^ t^^K rpnevfOl' 
in theii* ^eatts by tpirirudl token^, s6 sin^iWe and " 
certain, that had there been no Bible i-evelation, Uiey 
would not have been the less certainof their commu- 
nferfak< fellowship wi«i Gotf by his spitil tfrisis 
9h*ajife doctrine' to the Uftbeliever,'^aU of whom . w ■ 
iHay ask \i^ithout expectation of answer,' " who h^' 
86HfeVedoiii*'tepoi-t?*' The truth, h, ^ Spirimal ' 
tiiingfs.are «56IWe?frt/^ dkcerhed,** fthd'thbse" wHtf 
have " eyes which see pot, and ears that Jiear hot,** are 
ats^^reposteroiis in theilp endeav^ub at sp5rftuardis:i 
ccmmentsy.as woiildbe the blind at setting thiem-; 
sHi-ies lip foV Judges of colout*s.' 80 sure it /is, that 
^nfee wift-ld', by (its^ wis*>fei kn^wls n6t God.»* Botf 
Odd has imparted thiaf suiie-aind xjfertaih testlmonV ift 
t^ereAliygpodand greatin^everynatioai in Christen? 
d^m^T and Hke End ij^ie^ ^ we -Would now wish toj 
make'of tliis gracious ^ne«tjr is; to avail ourselves or- 
iSik'ei)idekce which the mtiittfis^MHoH aflbrda, of offef-^ 
ing^c^r^Vimdra^'o^ra/asiruranee td t)^e utaderstahd.v 
ing of Deists m general, amd Jewij br j^attieular, \\k^X^ 
C&ift fias ifSally risen, add that the CohiibrteJr has ac- • 
tWVcpnwj !^T%e Witnesses fer^i*tr«fth,a^ ■ 

i^tii,'kitd^«t)W'o^ A«tn<// Yeai ftejare-JiCtiiaiytr^ni'* 
tlw*cH!tJ^o(jrt* dirist^ndpttt, and wilPbe ii^lnif onf thtf* 
^jfrthtb l*te end bf tirtie. They are to 6e found in al- ' . 
'osi ef ery sdeiety tiatnitt^ the .jWme.of Jfesirs'! 'siiwi; ' * 
i^{aih,i(4tliai8^^flrtb^;ta W^dm litetti^k^frM^ ' 
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P^4 hl^^ hf^tvi so erejit^ i)^ tbey ^•^Jd ^t i^a|p 
to believe, were the sam^ nijuiner of iivteinal ,eyi- 
qence "perpjetiiatcd, thpugjb tjiere should b^e no T^iW.e ! 
These are truth? wliich eve;ry jQlwUtian ** (cnpyi^^ 
^ec^use he has •* tjbe witness of the Spirit, tcM4'ji»|p 
with his Spirit, that he "h&s pueaeJ Trom dt^Xh \^Uf 
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fchocii INTJIOBUCTION. 

be Well cottsldered, are not voluntary emotioils j 
nfeithei' are the opposite emotions of joy : they must 
thepefope be affected by some powerful agency or cause^ 
This therefore brings us to the original subject un? 
(iep consideration, to wit : the certain manifestatiort 
of the Spirit, '! 

' Where then shall we look for the explication of. 
\%e mystery, but to the passeaaors of this " duM^ge df, 
heart," and to the concurrence of Scilpti^re ? On, 
what pretext could the tettinumy of these tw77i«M«« be' 
rejected, but by taking out a sti).tute of lunacy a- 
g^iinst them,{ and who would be so hardy and absurd as . 
to either ask it, or to grant it ! They would tell yow! 
Wtth Saint Paul, "I am not mad, but speak forth the; 
words of truth and soberness :** Yea, you yourse.lvea. 
do know that all Of these persons are at least ratimial^ 
in all their other concern^ in life— And you your- , 
selves also know, they make better members of So- ^ 
clety — Perhaps many of these witnesses are members 
of your own families ; perhaps your parents, your^ 
husbands, your wives, or your brethren— ^These you 
may have seen tuipHsingly transformed frOm gross 
wickedness to exemj^lary piety. In ^is state they 
continue uniform for their whole lives, during aU 
which time they testify their certain^ perceptible, eom- , 
aiunication with the holy .Spirit — nay, many have 
sealed this truth 'wilh their blood i and many whom , 
you may now famDiarly know are still ready to offer 
their bodies as a witness — ^These are npt maniacs, . 
but as discreet^ sober men^ as you perhaps esteem 
yourselves to be. In short, if the case could be set-, 
tied hy judicial judgment, it would forever be put at . 
rest: for compeientirationxtt, srood and j^reaf witnessesj> 
Woidd c6me even from the ends of the earth, to tes- 
tify on oath, the certain^ sensible, perceptible manifes- [ 
tations of God to their several sroiils : and what would "^ 
be stSll more confirmatory, diversity of languiiges . 
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INTRODUCTION. Isxxiii 

and nfttions^ would all have one spirit to Bpeak of 
^iid to glorify ?* 

Reader, is it atrcuiffe, that God who is a Spirit, 
and whom no man hath seen at any time, should have 
a «iyre and cerfam meam of imparting" a knowledge 
of himself to his creatures ; or rather would it not be 
atrangev if he cotiU not, or even -would not ? Any thing 
contrary to this saHptitrcU^ and even necettaiy means 
of keeping up the intercourse between God,and his 
creatiu*es, since spirit must communicate with spirit, 
would be making the christian dispensation less wel- 
come and less ^* giorions,''* (which is the reverse of the 
pi*omise) than it was under the Mosaic Era. lyien 
Christ came in person and revealed himself: but 7ww 
that he has risen, we have only the means of behold- 
ing him, in letters cast at the loundery and impressed 
at the printer's ! And bow many are they of Us who 
caimot avail ourselves «ven of these helps ; some have 
no money, and some ^annotread. Alas ! if there be no 
manifestation of the Spirit^ who does not say, " Lord 
we beseech thee, bring us back to the times of 
Moses, whence thou didst converse with thy people : 
they beheld thy glory, and received thy answers 
fi-om between the cherubim ; but we, alas, can nei- 
tlier see thee, feel thee, nor communicate with 
thee !" 

Reader be not self-willed and obstinate ; but 
prepare thy heart fcr the reception of the truth as 
it will be oftered in the following pages, which was 
written tor one, who, lijce you, could not beHeve that, 
God's spint could dweU in the hearts of men ! 

* If ojyectors ra^tt still obstinately persist.in imbe^ 
Urfi we will ask such, even on their own view of 
things, to discover some cause for the effects thu^ 
exhibited, which philosophic (which is never contrary 
to religion) niay sanction. Surely we know of n© 
delusion {U it be sueh) in any maimer analogous : 
Men both sane and insane^ at the same tune ! 
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• • -LETTEH i:- ■•'; .. ;; 

God, /•!* purposes worthy of his wisdom, manifests 
" iuntsclf, sooner or later, to all his sincere fbllow^'ra, ' 
' in a spitHtwU HiaHner, which the wor^koo^vs not* 
.of.. . ? -^., -.,--\.^. 

ri WHEN I h^thepleawtfe ^sfiSringr' 

say, that the Son of lok>d, for purposes 
w<orthy ol^ his wdadom^«««it«/^^*> hintiaeif, 
sooner or later^ ttyall»W«-smc*ire4«3Sidwers,' 
hK^k<'8/irifif2^ m»liberyWhich the rvoM* 
fcfi©ws3^otot : Thej^tMei?tion app^redw 
you unscriptural, enthosuistical^ und . danr-. 
gewiuL ' w hat i thfen advanced to prof e, 
that it was ^wrrptutat, iratioaal, and of die* 
greatest tinpoFtanoe, made yon desirt I 
-s^sould wril^ to yott c«i the mysterious sub* 
jeefc I declined it, as being unequalto tJie- 
task ; but having since considered, that a: 
rmntahe hfre may endanger your soul or 
mine, I sit down to comply with your re- 
quest: And the end I propose by it is, ei- 
ther to give you a feir opportunity of pdint- 
12^ oi^t my error, if I am wrong; or to m- 
gage tou, if I am right, to seek what I cs- 
tetim ^e most invaluahk of all blessings, — 

H 
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the revelations of Cliri^t to your own soul, 
{M'odiictive of tiie eiiperimental knowledge 
of Him, smd tl{e ifesent ei^of ment of bU 
salvation* 

^s an architect cannot build a pa^ape^ 
utiles^ h!e' is allowed a proper spot tp^reiJt . 
it^^ipoQ^SQ IshaU not b^ abji<» to e^tablisib 
the doctrine I msuntsun, unless you allo^ 
me the existence of the proper senses, to 
^lttoh< oiH- Im&A mantfe^us iima^U^ > The 
mniiifeftmtioiki, I < contend! foTr beipgi.of a^ 
^ri/fi«/pisit{|re^ oiiXsibQ^ftde to apirityitd 
siitinaesr^nd th^4«}i:Jbir4e»9^ «iLtst^ and ave?^ 
Qfmttd: lasti t aAd icxfit<tiaed' by t<^iieeal«t 
iS0ai»,;is wiiait I desijgQ(!i©;proare in^3i]^s4el^ 
ter,. b^.thi&joint!l(»^«ftQiy^k>.f acriptu^re, m^ 

,^I* The ampiuiiss inform na, that Adam 
loate die exp^riinsntid Js^nowl^idge of Godi^r 
tftefsdl* Ilis^f<d6i(db attempt; to hide hifii^ 
solf fmm his Creaior^ ; whose eye& so-e ia 
esKtry'iJla^yevtdien&es.tbfetiHalblitidhess of 
hisiunderstaridingk ^hi^ ^ndc veii of U^- 
l»diefv whach hid Gotd from his mind, waa 
dmwn ewer bis heartland Wl hi^ sjii^itmd 
sons^ He died |he death, the moF^^ 
sptii^c^deathviniGonsequeiuse of which the 
corrupt&le body sinjtsl into the gra^, OfMi 
the Unnegenecate so^d into hell. 
In; tfaist deplorahb state Adam begat bis 
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li^neiii We, like hhk af^M^toidJr ^ii) of 
tlfi^ life of Gtody bust idieAacdd frtrnt i^ 
througli tln^ igfi6raiite^at i^ in uft. Htfi^ 
k lift, that though we are poAses^ «$f Btidi 
<ttt amht^ Rfid rational lite, s^ he retaitied 
«Ae¥ tiie ednimk^iM <tf htft siin, y«t w€> ari^ 
^ n^m^e^ utter ftfrangerft to the lw&iei6 
yitf bliss he ^njc^aiAili a auteoftntocevicc^ 
tlioii^h ire huve, ift totmoon i^th beasts^ 
h^AXy org«n6 of *^^tt h<httitig, tas^^, 
%Welikig, Md f^Ikig, ^l^pced to ocrtwatti 
^et*t«$ litoa^'«r« eiijb5ryiiicMftdM>n w^ 
'<^M»r]l«, the faei^ ^ reai^iiteg upon aatttw 
fttt troths^ dtid ttiathetnd^tal pio|9oakiotis, 
yet tc;^ jfc not uadlnit^iid supciiiMitiirBl i^ 
ithritt^ ^ings. Notw^Ehd&tiding Idl o^ 
.^yiMrArM^h^abOYit tlie^y M^ «afi nei^tr «di^ 
H^r i^tar^V^ dUM Itidy^ QfdeM lire ^ki*e\rfd^ 
^ith Christy and taught of God. We tt^fj 
kkdted) iff»^&i ^k1 -u;r^» about ^etn, as the 
blihd m^y sipeak of colours, and the detf 
dispute of ^utidsv but it is aH guuif-xim^l^ 
b«atstu^, aMd mere conjecttp^ei The things 
»of the Spirit trfOod c^ttOt be discovered, 
^\St by spirittutt^ inf^^mr/sense^^ which are, 
wlA regard to the spiritual woi^ld, what our 
bodily, external senses are With l^gard *tb 
^e' material world. They are the only 
-m^iuAi, fey Which an intercourse between 
CftiHst and our aouls am be opened and 
maintained. 
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to thorn who ^re, Nro^.of Ciod. 'Vfe^y -h^ 

4c0i i$iekn pfdhe ^artf* :j In : l?jdi^^i5f$!j t- this 
))i(jbkii ipan is awakened aQid«i«ai%s(| ft^fSi 
the dead, by the power ^f Christ's (lesiMrecl- 
tioi^ .iCbiiat is hiij Jife, thei8pi|*itof,6Qd 
is hb iipirit, p^ay^e^ or ^raiste hig hre^', 
hoUaess^bis hes^j, suad love i his elem«i»|* 
;Wp j?ead pf bis^hiSB^eraiMi thirJ^t, food 9mA 
^ink|.gari3»ent^iid hahitatioQy atmour ^xA 
s^Ofx^iQ^^ pa^io ^nd .pleasu^e^ faiotii:^ and 
i^vMg^i -growmg^; walkiag, .and wocki^ig. 
AH thi»> »ttpp©i?e^ ^f»des» aod the, mare 
tbsseii^ei^efvsure 4|ulckened by .Qtodv 9|ld 
e3^erci^e4 by the n?w homsoul^ the clearer 
and stro^g^r- is bis pBrceptipn of divine 
thi^^..f' V- ■ ■. 'v» :-'.. - \: ^ .) / 

. On , the,, other hand^ in ^nb^lievcts, :dwe 
in^vard^^ftl^/iaHdpaiV bjind, -nfUjed, lasleep;; 
^3?^^ dead in tr^^sp^ses, and sins : and of 
course^ as incapable o£ p^r^cjeiying spiriliidl 
things, a^ a person in,a^deep^-sleep,.0r a 
df ad ^an of discov.ewgj Oiitward <^|eet4» 
$jt, Pav^l^s .hmg^tf^ .^o %m, is^ ^' Awaht, 
thou that sle^pest^ ari^e from tbe^'d^jMl, and 
ChristjjahaU give thee.Jigbu" He c«lk him 
a natural m£\%one whoJbath no higher lifjs, 
than th^ his pai^cjnts ^convf5-e4.,to bi^i l?f 
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dkmUK^ hi^'dom s<9«bual^ul, and is iifei<- 

<lod. *« ^JPbe natural mam^'* says th« Apos* 
tk^ ** i«ceiV6d\ tiot the iMftgs of thb »pirit» 

•can he know tb^tii^feifecaus^ thty sire sptrit- 
4tt|df discem^;^^ He has ^tio »ens& ^roj^r- 
l^^erekj^ for tlkid kind ^ dhk^eDnment, 
iM *♦ ayd Ma€h mt seen, nm* eai* heard, ner- 
flh^ h«v>e Peered 4nt€J ^i» beaftt, the things 
*«rilidv *ted htttb prepared fbf them ihart: 

The rev'erst <rf the natursd ifian '^ thb 
^{miftial, %o eftU^v bt^ause God hath ih^ 
Hi^etiiMspMt^af things to him by his ^Spitit, 
^^Xt»yT^tti&^ in ham a principle vcf «pkitu«l 
-attd^ient^ Hfe^ ^«The»pil4tii^%nfaV'^y^ 
^he Apcisrfe^ *^ judgetK, u e^ disietneife all 
4]ykg^, yet ^ himself is deemed of nb 
<im^ THe*igh sttttehelsitt^<sm nomtn^ 
'4jte di^emed bA'^^he haturAl man, than the 
ixia&iA6n oPthe n^ttir^ m^€an*»e discern- 
'c!d%y'a*)t^te«*>|* - ' 
• -Ifetr'VeRiPn^d^^ 

ittie!, liuti%p^fc^ partieuhtriy 6f his^ internal 
itedfral^ieh^^ Christians, says *e, of foil agte, 
'Vy rfeasonof use, have-Aeir senses exkrcfeed 

f* J Cpr. Jl 10-fl5. ' .' , ' . ,' \ , ., , 
I + 'ftttaifi mih tiiis la awost liumiliatSngf ddctriitd. 
X i I '\ f rf 2-' * ^ •' '••^ * 
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tddt«4Dei^ food and evil*^ Iia»pray6,tiiaft:tJhe 

l^ve of tte Philippia^s ^^ may abo^md mo^e 

ai^d more^i^ Ii^nowledge^ q(nd if «dMg!r'f«^&9m 

ill aH seiise orfeelmg.^t ^ The:^cnptw#^ 

eonsi^intly^ mentioir, oralkukyto ©ae^or o^r 

^ftlnase spiritual sensed ;— Criytk mel kjiy^ 

^ prodMice'SOine instances. " . - - >?' = 

1. To begpn with tl^ 8jfj«T* 3t* ]^i^ 

prayS) ^Mit-the «yq* of 4a& coo\^rts. 1>6m^ 

enlightened^ thpy^ V9ti^ht ki^ommhi^ iathe 

Jiope of theiff calling*^ *He i^i^iiid»,tt^i^m9 

-th^ Cbtis^ bad bem seviderrtiy ^t fprth 

crucified before their eyes. Hp; a$stir?^ 

tJ^em, thtit the Crod pf thi$ world 4iath.blitid- 

ed ti»e f eye* " of them f t Jiat ; believe not ,^wa 

'gospd^ and de<;lares th^ hi&.^n»l»^ioii 

was to t^pen^liii^teyes oi:t!b^ G«ii|ile6, -amd 

turn theii^ fyom darkrtess to ]a^U Abmr 

'hasfr saw, Christ's d^y, and ti^as giad. IMfoses 

peftseviefed, as seeing him^wbo is-inW^sM^ 

Oairid pr^^jdv Op^nmy .^jfltthft I ipjtajr 

sec woude^sr'Otti^iQf |:hy L^w^ ,Ouii l-oifl 

qompWnss, .thatvibeibwt'*of jxnbfiHfs^irersijs 

waxed gross, that their ^€^f».. ape, dull r^gf 

.feeaY-ing, gnA tfeat. ^«j^,ha^«^(^o^. their 

veye^^kst Aey #m?mW 8ee,.wtth j:Heir ej?^, 

uadtftrstand 5!^ith xfeeir , heart?, j,%adv be <joi]^ 

ivjerted*.- H«tCo^^^ls ^the I^apd^kc^ans, ,tp 

an.eint their* ez^^* with eye-salve, th^t.they 

migbt isee. . Hl^. 4ec|^ea, ihkt tile' world can- 

* n^h.y.U.^ * t PhiLlpr 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



TK^t tecute.xhe Bpicifc o§trc^ l>eci^9e it 
^e^ hlmoQtf ti^tihQ thftogslwblah bdf)tfg 
to the peace of obfttiaete unbelievers, flu^^y 
at last, jddicial^' hid from » their eyea p 
awl t&at ibe /^/re iir he^iit 6iiiU «er Qgil^ 
fe*- Jdfao'te8ttiiti$4 tbat be wlm.docsvevjj- 
hatkfiiot^^n God ;: and that darkness hathi 
Uiaded the eyes of Jiim, that loves not hiir 
brother* Tte JHLoly GJiqst informg us^^hat 
beUeverst^^^at tbis diiijgs which axG.^uat^ 
seenjSd»\:bd»Qih^ the giory.ef God, shiajngi 
id thg-isu^ of Je^us Christ^ These ^are die- 
eye9, with which believer* see the aalvatioui 
c^ God* Th^y arc so iBstimt from.thuse. 
of the .*4j4^,. that whep.our l4>i?d opcn«di 
tft^mHu Paul's ssnli hesuffcredf scaX^ to. 
groiw* lOver bi^ iodfhf i^^%< Ajwl nq 4pubt,t 
wheik Christrgave „el?<M5«^ sight , to th^ 
bUad, k was'chipfly to convincci the worWr 
tfe^it :is'be who <3an ' sav/to; blind .^inoers^ 
W©cdiiir«yowr;sight; ««^th^^g0J94nP8«ofthfit 
IrforAiaAe bad <>f th^(liy;i»gl loi^k ontQ^ 
m^.Smdl'^besa^ed* - / i^. j- -^* ^i ^ ■.: -^ >- *^ii 
. SfMl^you^iio not admif^^of a spiritual ^ 
H«:AK:JNd, wiiaticak }*ou make pfou* Lord V 
repeated caution, h^ that^faath aii^^ar ioh^a^)^ 

tb^: i^Mo^ia^ . soitptikros^He:^, fociish 
ptojdev-who'havjd ijaWfiittdiA^rVi^^Yecun*^ 
ciiVitiiiraiirfinihfe^-and^reffiM^' ^l^^vmirndt- 
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kmnmy WQiidB;:5te aarr of yoturfallifr 6ke ^ 
PeviK Ue that b of God hiOfiak &it^m^ 
VFords ; 7e,f tfte^ore^ hear tliow Qot^ bew 
qause ye ^ure not ol God ? Ctoi it he $wpoi«* 
ed, tkat our Lord spake of outxilmfdmesat^ 
ingv whe^ be said, The hour-comeih^aiid 
now is, thit the dead shaB hear the ^<^o£ . 
the 8oa of Qbdond live* A!l^ shedptie^ 
my voice* JQ[e thai hath hea^smdleimfi^ 
of ^e Father, com^ uato me. Bornot all< 
sw^irs stand spiricuaHy in need <if 6h^t'# 
powerful Ephphatha, Be dion opeaed? >il^ 
tbait msat truly oou^nertedy who caaaeit wit*'' 
ness with Issnah, The Ijord ha^ wakened' 
ihy ear to h^ar as the learned^ ^tid wi^^ 
the Psalmist, Mine eam hast thoU opehfid-?' 
0ad; not the : believers' at Epl^tfus^ htiss^ 
GhrisC, a&dbeeQ taught of him>? Wfteii:fitti 
Paul waft caught up into the tV&A hie»v^ 
did he not hear words un«peak«d>ki? iAtHtl^ 
far from thinkuig spirkuulht$ttin^ absurtty 
or impossibk^did m ^ot^quesiion^ wfceth«ir^ 
he was not then out of the bodyi Andfidoo^ 
Uot. St. Johfty positively deelapr^^t&t^he 
v^srin the Spirit, when he heskd Je/im^^^^ 
^awthetoibaadthfihist? . f ;. 

^, JJm^ void^f meai^ing ate the JbiiiHr-^ 
ipg pasisage^ if tb^y.do not allude^ ib^idsttt' 
ssiis6,v w&cb i9 aakulated. for diof i-ecej^tiour 
>^ whatjdie, bittniPMasrof huaaiair haiB * ^^ 
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c€«mpefe toe ^caMspif'tttfaiperfvcnreB llhe 
4ff^it if thy< ointtiietit^ i*. better than all 
«pkes. *^f*h« mt&lM thy garrtiei«!s is lite the 
^ittett (rf Lebanon. A!l*tfiy garments smffil 
of ^Wfvrrky nloes, and ca$^ia ; and hecSiiise oi 
tteifiivottr erf thr good oSntwients, thy naime 
feLsas.'^kttmeht pbiired fonh. 
^ TiL^ If beficvers hav^ not a sjjifitual facul'- 
ty x>f^A^Tt¥iG divine things,; what dclusio<i 
iniia^ thc]r be 4iJidcr,'=when thev say^ Christ^s 
ftuttfh')^eft to their taste ; and cry out^ 
H^e^ sweet^re^thywordkto tny taste ? they 
ai% .nvee^^ than honey to tny mmtth ? Biit 
hdrnHjuajtly can they speak dius^ if they have 
tasted theheavenh' gift> and the good word 
«)f<5iod, mad, as new bom babes, desire the 
ftincerermiJk of it ? Soreljr, 'if they eat the 
flesli of the Sou of Cknl^ dmik his blood 
te|d'^avf# that the Ijord is grafcious, they 
htfW'e^^ right to testify^ l^at his love is bet- 
tetTitlwtti wine 5 and to invite thosethat htm- 
gcr and'tjhirst afer righteousness^ to taste 
Aat the li«rcl is good^ that ithey also may 
bcaatisfii^mth his goodness and mercy, as 
with nfiQrro*wr\aad fatftcRs. 
, . 5.' If we are not to besperfect Holes m 
reli^on,if weabouldAiavf me degree more 
crf-devotioo^ thnn the maridc statutes, ^hieh; 
adorn oor chUrdtes^ -we should hare, t 
diinkf Jome.XBKiii^ro of oar unworthtness, 
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Bdnne Rfcwsfe o€-Oo(fd majettf*^ (^iW-s 
temier^heait t^as^ pierced to- tn^steibr^ imd 
to remove ^iktt Mriiness of oirr** ' Crod ^pfo* 
mises to take from Us tbe ^eitrt^of . stoB#, 
kid to git^. tis .an heait of SeAy,^ broktm 
and Contrite rl^Eirtv the sact'ffke of • wliid^ 
he wHl not desfpise. €bod lebg. Josidi 
M^as praised, becatise bb hoast irvk^ l£iiiAer« 
The ccinTeit8ioi>r of the three 4kemum^ tm 
thedaly of |iefitec<mt, 4egati by 4!h^ b^ci^ 
/^^'Wi^ec^ in their heart. We aiie-dtte«tadr td 
^^ after Cbd^ if haf^y we raighl find hhU 
Our lidrd himself is; ^t «itfAdim<dr' ^ lie 
kuiched, ill h€4he^^ with ft fedixigp of :«ia^ 
infirmities. Ahd ^t. Paul, isitilna^^, .that 
1^^ highest degxiee of obduracy, and itpi^tAi^ 
cy'yiiito be fiast feeiMiff, aild to hare xsfdb 
^onsciimte seated las Vilh a ht)t tfon* I 
I hope,^ Sir^ you wiH not »ltt3nftpt;taBet 
aside so ihanyT^/am pai^agcs, by^: sayings 
they are unfit «cr support ' a doctiincv as coin. 
tuning empty i»<?^A«»r«, which aiitdutttji»| 
to, nothings* This wkrald be poUri^ tbe 
gi^atest^dw/ewr/r^on th^ per^^inty i£ th^ 
oracles of God, the irttegrky oCthe 9actre4 
wfitersvaAd the wf^^m of the Holy Ghoa«| 
who inspired them* As certain}}' as there ii 
a spmtual life^ there are stnstmikcy^^vtd.^xf 
the display and enjoym^it of it ; and.diese 
^eitses eiust no more^ iu metafiiory th^. ibe 
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j^&tiba£e^'e»i»y(8e]fJb|'/^iiem. Oi]xvliord9et<* 
ti&kthfi pokn^wlieBlh^idecJaired to J^icodk^ 
mo>9^ thdCHpiain ^an sae^ie kingdom olOotl^ 
iiuc kioi^gdonrof ^ace here, andoCgloiy here^ 
s&er^xcepthe is first born o£ Godyhamiof 
t^ Sfjiiitrji^^as no child can see this,worid^ 
esuit:pthe is first bom of a womaa, bom firf 

9ouLhatk hisGpiriti^ &Qtv^&* ofieHod^ and 
mmk.eafable> of dtss^mmg what belongs to 
tile ^iyitiid 'Mparid,.>as a^;new Jaorn in&nt 
katfa iii9 ^^i*^^^£is »ntocked, and begins 
te^ see^/keai^ and taate^ wlkt bdongs to the- 
paieiial'workl into whicb be^ enters, 
t M- These ideclarations of the Lord, his 
^n?0phat&{rami; apostles^ need no^ oonfirmaH 
tioni Nevcrlheles^^ to show ^u, Sir, tfa^ 
\ do not tnistake theijr meaning, I slsdl arU 
ibe testimiHi}? of mir own excellent chttuda. 
JkB she stricily agrees with the s^riptttfi^ 
she makei also frequent mentionirf spiritoal 
ietisatiot^, and you know^ Sir, that sensa* 
fhns necesnanl^ suppose senses. Shepitays^ 
that God would ^* give us a.dtie sen^ of hii; 
hie^mable love in tht redemption of the 
world, by our Lord Jesus Christ.'*^ She, 
begs, that he would " make us Anoxv and 
^l there is no^other name than that of Je- 

• Th«ftksfiv!«5». 
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5ti8, wherebj^ we most be saved.*** She af* 
firms, thitt true poiitents feel ^ the burdea. 
of tbeir shis intolerable ;''f that godly per- 
sons ^^ feel in ihemsd'des the workmgs ^ 
Christ's Spirit;":^ that '* the l-ord speaka 
presently to us in thd scriptures, to the greai^ 
aad endless comfort oi* all that have any' 
feeling: of God in them at allj" that^ god-» 
ly mtn felt; intoardlyyiht Holy 6ho^tii»^ 
fuming, their h^a^ts with, the iea^^amd^uve^ 
of God^ and that they are mkcrabie wretch^ 
es^ who ha\se no : feelia^dotk Mod . withia 
them at air:"§^Aiid,^hai Mif ^nr-ie^.tiiB: 
fiemry burden of a(Ur"s'ins<^r^Aa»«i^'«<ir<3oiii«f 
smd tormenrzMg us; with the ^eMC^fi'ddalh^ 
kell, and damna&km^ jfee vmustfrst^iiid&sli^ 
bdHubld Christ crucified^ widi the/i?we«^:o^ 
bferheak.^^ Oui*. church fairther dedaresj 
i\v!kt^ irtie faith is not in the-OT6tt<A*''andl 
IPirtiOcrre^r profession oaiy^ but /itw?4«' and 
^^rifeih.mmafiUbrm tht hearty sumk that if^ 
we feel w[id perceive suoh a faith m us, w^ 
in?/at rejoice ;*^^ that ^* correction, though, 
painful, brim^iltvwitb . it a taste df GodV 
gdodness :"tf That ^ if after contrition, w^' 
fis^ our consciences Mtfiebce with God, 

. * Odice for the sick, f GomDftiiwion., * 17 Article 
§ Horn, on certain pliices of scrip ure. % 2 Hoitv. on 
the passion. ** Horn. or> faith, 1st and 3d p:irt.' 
ft Horn, oil the fear of (kalh, 2d,part. 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC , 
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through ^he remission of pur sin, it i$ Qod 
who worketh thlt great miracle in us ;" am| 
she prays, that> " as this ki^wledge^and^e/- 
ing IS not in ourselves, »nd as ^y ourselves^ 
it i^ not possibly to come by it, the Lord 
would give us grace to know these, things, 
^dyed-Ttliem in owr hearts.^'* She beg^ 
that " God would (assist us with his Hoi^ 
Spirit, that we may hearieh to the voice of 
the good Shepherd"! She sets us upon 
asking continuallt^^ ih^t the Lord would 
** lighten our darkness," and deliver us from 
the two heaviest plagues of Pharaoh- 
" blindness and hardness of heart."^ Ana 
she aflSlrms, th^t if we will be profitable 
hearers of the scriptures, we must keep un^ 
iiicr our <rarwa/ senses^ taken l?y the putward 
^ords, search the inward mean^ig, and 
give place to the Holy Ghost," whose pe» 
culiar office it is to open our spiritual senses^ 
as he opened Lydia's heart.§ 

If I did not think the testimony of our 
blessed reformers, founded upon that of the 
sacred \vritcrs,of sufficitnt weight to turn the 
pcale of your sentiments, I could throw in 
the declarations of many ancient ^nd nu>- 

* Horn, for Rogation week, 3d part, f Horn, on 
repent. 2d part, t Even, prayer ana Litany. J Hpm. 
on certain places of scripture. 
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(Itm dirines. lb instance^ in two or three 
only : ^t. Cyriil, in the xiii Book of his 
Treasure, affirms, that,^ ** men know Jesus 
i^ the Lord, by the Holy Ghost, no others- 
wise than they, who taste honey, know it is 
sweet^even by its proper quality;" IJr.Smidk 
of Queen's College, CJambridge, in his select 
jdiscourses, observes, after ^otinus, . that 
** God is best discerned mi^ rn k^ by intei^ 
fectual touch of him." We must, says he, 
** see with our eyes, to use Su John*s 
•ieords; we must hear with our ears, and 
pur hands n;iust handle the word of life^ 
€tm yAf 4^x^ it^Ti Tti for the soul hath its 
sense as well as the body." And bishop 
Hopkins, in his treatise on the new birth^ 
accounts for the papists denying the know- 
ledge of salvation, by saying, "It is no 
Wonder, that they who will not trust their 
ntffcr^/ senses in the doctrine of transub^ 
stantiation, should not \ht\r spiritual m^c& 
in the doctrine of assurande.^^ 

III. But instead of proving thfe point bjr 
multiplying quotations, let me intreat j^ou, 
sir, to weigh the following observatior® in 
the balance of reason. 

^ ' 1. Do not all grant, th;;re is siich a thing 
as moral setUe in the world, and that to h^ 
utterly void of it, is to be altogether unfit 
for social life? If you had given a friend 
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the greatest proof* of vour love^ would AOf 
he be inexcusable^ if he felt no gratitude 
and had absolutely.no sense of your kiucL 
ness* Now, if moral sense said feeling arc 
universally allowed, between man and. mai^ 
is civil life, why should it appear increcU* 
ble or irrational, that there should be suc^ 
a things between 6od and ,man, in the di- 
vine Mit I 
# *.* # * #*# 
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4* To condiude, if material objects can- 
not be percei^edl^tn^n in his presem state, 
bntthrottgh the medium of erne or other of 
liis bodily senses; by a parity of reason, 
spiritual c^jecti catmot be discovered, hut 
mrough one or other of the senses, whkh 
bdoag to the inward man. God being a 
Spirit^ cannot be worshipped in tlrufh, wn^ 
less he is Jknown in spirit. You n>ay a^ 
fioon ima^ne, how a blind man, by reask)n« 
ing on what he feels or tastes can get tru^ 
ideas of light and coloiws, as bow one, whb 
has no spiritual senses opened, can^ bf all 
his reasoning and gueffsing, attain an expfe- 
riniemal knowledge of the invisible G^. 

Thu$, from the joint testimony of scrips 
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tturft, of bur church, and 6f reason, it appears 
that spiritual senses are a blessed reality, 
fhave dwelt so long on the proof of their 
existence for two reasons. First, 'lliey 
ire of infinite use in religion. Saving faith 
cannot subsist and act without them. If 
%t» Paul's definition of that grace be just, 
if it is " the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen," Ft Triiist 
be a principle of spiritual life, more or less, 
Attended with the exercise of these senses • 
^cording to the poetic and evangelical line^ 
of Dr; Young, 

" My heart awake. 
Feels tbe«gi^it truths : To Feei. to be fic*4i 
AM to believe, Lorenzo, is to peel." 

TiU professors see the necessity of believr 
ing, in this manner, they rc^st in a refined 
farm of godliness* To the confidence of 
the ^tinomians, they may indeed, join the^ 
high profession of the foolish virgins. They: 
may even crown their partial assent to the 
truths of the gospel with the zeal of Phari-. 
seeS) and the regularity of moralists; but 
fitill they stop short of the new cre^tion^ 
ihe new birth^ the life of God in the so^ 
of man* Nay more, they stumble at $on^ 
of the most important truths of Christiani-\ 
tf^ and think the discoveries, that sound 
helieyers hav^ of Christ a^d the spiritual 
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world, are tiif^ti^stUdi'dtl^sions^ or, ^t 
ledst, extraordinary favours^ which they 
can vjsry well do wtthdtit Tfausv t»m 
while they aUov the power of godltrt^ss 
in others, they rest satisfied without'experi- 
encing it in themsehes. 

Secondly, What I shall write wilt dtpend 
vtry much on the e»stence of s^ittiAl 
senses ; and if this letter com^inces yo^ 
that they are open^ in every newhonv soc^ 
you win more easily believe,- Chmss cflSi 
fuxd does manifest hmiself by that f>rof)er 
xiiedium ; and my letter on divine mtmites^. 
tations will meet ^iHth a less prejudiced 
leader. 

That Emmaaiuel, the light of the world, 
may direct me to write with soberness aitti 
cntth, and you to feadwith attention arid 
candour, is the sincere prayer of, SHs^ 
Ydurs, &c* 



J 
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LBTTEB n. 

WhAt Is tfaftfiaiiirv of tliat manifesutioii, which mak69 
the believer moi'^ than C9iU|ueror over sin .and 
death. * 

em, 
HAVING provsed hi my first letter^ 
the existence of the spiritual senses, to 
whkh the Lord manifests himself; 1 shall 
now enter upon that subject, by kttiiig you 
know, as Geut as^y p^n tan da it, 
. !• What is the nature of that manifesta^ 
tion, which makes the believer more thin 
conqueror over sin and death. 

1. Mistake me not, Sir, for the pleasure 
of calling me enthueia^U I do not insist^ 
as you may imagine, upon a manifestation 
of the voice^ bodtf^ or blood of our Lprd to 
our external senses* Pilate heard Christ's 
voice, the Jews saw his body, the soldiets • 
handled it, and ^ome of them were literally- 
sprinkled with his blood ; but this answered ,* 
no spiritual end: T%ey knew not God 
manifest in the flesh. 

2. Vor do I understsmd such a knowledge 
of our Redeemer's doctrine, offices, pro- 
mises and performances, as the natural 
man can attain, by the force of his under* 
^ant^g and memory. All carnal profes- 
sofs, all foolish virgins, by con^errnhg with 
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true Christismtf, hearing" goa^el aermons, 
and reading evangelical books, attain to 
the historicaLf and doctrkml knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. Their understandings aore 
infof med ; but, alas ! their hearts remain 
unchanged* Acquainted with the letter^ 
ti^ey continoe ignorant of tk^ Spirit* Boast'^ 
ing^ perhaps, of the greatness of Chrises 
^irafion, they remain altogether unsaved; 
andv f^ o£ talk about what he hath done 
for them^ they know nothing of Christ in 
them^ the Jwpeofgiory. 

%* Mttch le^s do 1 mean siich a repr©^ 
aentation of our Lord's person and suffer* 
in^, as the na^Kra/ man can form to him- 
8^^ by the force of a warm imagination. 
Mflny, by seeing a striking; picture of Jesus 
bleeding on the cross^or.heskriog a pathetic 
discourse on his Ggbny in the garden, are 
deeply affected and melted into tears. 
They raisein.tl^raseives a iivciy idea of:a 
great and good man unjiMtly torutred to 
dc^b; 'their soft passions are wrought up- 
on, and pity fills their ^leaving breasts* 
Jfct, -alas! they remain etranger^^ to the 
revelation of the Son of God by the Holy 
Ghost. The murder of Julius Csesar, pa^ 
thetically described, would have the same 
effect upon them, as the crucifixion of Jesus 
Chrbt. A deep play would t(mh them »y 
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paaiy sm ^ deefr sennoiL» spid much to dl0 
«amr purpose ; for m either C98e, their i w 
pressions and their tears are genera% 
iviped awajr together* 
< 4. Nor yet do I understand good desireot^ 
meltings of heart, victories over particubi 
corruptions^ a confidence that the !Lord.e«di 
and will save us, power to staj ourselves 
oasome promises, gleams of joy^ says of 
comf€»*t, eoiiveiiiDg hopes, touches of lol^ei 
no, not even foretastes of Christian lihertj^ 
and of the good word of God. These art 
rather ^e delightful dratoings of the FaAer 
thsm the powerful revehtiork af^ the Son 
These^ like the star, that led the wise mnA 
for a time, then disappeared^ and appeared 
again, are helps and encouragement to coiik 
U) Ciirist,and not.a divine union with hitti^ 
by the revelation of himself* 
. I can more easily tdl you, Sir^ what tbii 
revelation is not^ than what it i^* The 
tongues of m^i and smgels waiit propet 
words to express the sweetness and ghr^ 
with which the £9on of Grod visits the souls 
that lannot rest without him.*' This bless- 



• Let the reader mark Ae foriiw and 0net^ 4[ 

those words, as v/tXi as many more, which will be 

found in the following- letters. They are the cotnmatf. 

anguage of christians, and must hot hy any means 

it coimderMi m hyperboles^ot zAetuphors of sfietcll. 
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kig is not to be described^ but enjoyed,, It 
k to^btwritttii^ n^tuith ink^but x&itk tke 
Spirit of the iiving- God^ not on paper ^ or 
tables of 'stone^ but in tfte^'e^hiy tables of 
the heart* May the Lord 4iiniself ej:viiiin 
dte mystery,' by giving you to eat of the 
Mdden iftaBna, and: bestowing upon you 
iSt^ new MKnie, which no man knows, save 
ke that receives it ! In tlie mean time, take 
a' view of the following rough draft of this 
inercy ; and, if it is agreeable to the letter 
Df the word, pray that it may be engraved 
Cn'^ybur heart,- by the power df the Spirit. 

Tfee reflation of Christ, by which <i 
ett^no/ professor becomes a holy and happy 
possessor of the faith, is a supernatural^ 
itpirituid^ experimental^ manilestation of 
tke Spirit^ power ^ and /^p, and sometimes 
of the person of God manifest in the fleshy 
whereby hv^ is Anotan zskdenjoytdiw/^ man* 
tier altogether nenv : as new, as the know- 
ledge a man who aever tested any thing 
but bread and water, would have of honey 
And wine, suppose,' being dissatisfied with 

Read<?r, can a smie man, s6 far fancrf himself happy 
T^f^ he. is not^! And is itchristuvHs oijly, w|io use 
energetic words without import ! The truth is. they 
Use words With the most studious selectiony'AvA vet 
find th« fittest s' vie hmde^uate to the full expres«K>lS 
of their <KU^clQU8Des8. 
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the best descriptions of those rich product 
^ns of nature, he actually tasted them fc^ 
himself. • 

This martife^tation is, sooiier or later, in 
a higher or lower degree, vouchsafed to 
every sincere seeker, through Ae medium 
of one or more of the spiritual ttnB^ open^ 
ed in his soul, in vl greuiual or instanumeo^ 
manner, as it pleases Qod. No sootier 'lA 
the veil of ut^elief which covers the he»t 
rent, through the agency of the Spirit, and 
, the efforts of the soul struggling^ into a 
living belief of the word : no sooner, I sayi 
is the door of faith opened, than Christy 
who stood at the door and knocked; comes 
lii, and discovers himself full of grace and 
truth. THien the tabernacle of God is widt 
man. His kingdom comes with p&weu 
Righteousnessf peace, a!6d joy in th« Holy 
Qkho%t spread through the new born soal7 
eternal life begins^; heaven is opened oo 
earth; the conscious heir of gtery crici 
Abba, Father; and from blessed experience 
ean witness, that he is come to ^^ mount 
Sion, and to the city of the living Gk)d, the 
hisavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels ; to the genersll asseitb* 
bly and church of the first bom, which av0 
writtefi in heaven, and to God the judge ci 
ill, and to the spirits of just mea flaadepef^ 
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ket, auditor Jeiteit the n&ecliator of the n^w 
cov^tuust, and to die :blopd of sprmkiing^,. 
nrhich ftpeaketh better things dian th^blood 
of Abel.'», . - ; 

If this manifejBtation is duly improved, 
the efkcU^oH it are admirabk. The believ.- 
er*&^hearti now set at liberty from the guilt 
and damisdon of sin, and drawn by the love 
of Jesus, paats after grealf conformity XA 
his holy will^ and mounts up to him in 
prayer aad praise. His life is a course pf 
cheerful , evang^caL obedience, and his 
most common actions become, good worka^ 
ilone to the glory, of God^* If he walks 

i. * The Sceptic TOay, if hfi pjiooses to msike the «c- 
p^ment^ become himself a convert to this truth. 
Let hira but impose upon himself the task of ** prayer 
]knd praiae'i^^ (which all mankind acknowledge du& 
from the cr^ture to the creator) and he will soon 
discovery, h^ mt^t have new dispositions to be even 
able to emlw^e tlie painful toil though it be but a duty 
of a single week. Such an experiment mtght c6n'' 
tmee the tmmlUng devotee, that' even, heaven itself 
where prayer and praise is the perpetual business of 
spirits, would be a misery too intolerable to be 
Ijome ! But sinners hope to be '* changed*^ in ff<em>* 
tn ' Alas ! they must b6 changed here, or never be 
irith -God. Who docs not afee M«V certain, though 
Indirect, confession of the fteee«w/^ of a change ^f 
heart ? Sinners, your pleasure or pain, io prayer and 
praifte, is the test by which y&u may kiwio whether 
you aa»e depraved aad matted for dealh snd iudge- 
nent. Off not 
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1^' to his prmkges^ oalnxr«Ed db|0cta saltan* 
.g^e him no more. Having fecund ih^great 
1 AMy the eteimi substance^ he looks upon 
all created things as shadows. Man,- the 
most excellent pf all, appears to him ahp- 
gcther lighter. than vanity. Yea^'^dQubtleM, 
he counts all things but loss for the e^tcel- 
lenoy of the kno^yledge of Christ Jesus his 
Lord .;. esteeming them but dung»cthat he 
may win Christ, and^ to die fest^ be fou^ 
in him, not having his own. righteousness, 
but that which is.^ through the, faith of 
Christ: that, by new discoverie? of hiiia^ 
self, he may know him and the power cf 
his resurrection evtjry day more clearly. 
In the mean time^ he casts his ^ins and 
miseries upon Jesus, and Jesus bestow^ his 
righteousness and happiness upon Jiini fle 
puts on Christ, and becomes the partaktsr-of 
the divine nature. Thus, they are muta* 
ially interested in each other; and to use 

It may not be amiss here, Ixi. say. further, that if 
the sinner would make tlie eocferhnent of unc^re 
prayers to his creator, for his enlighten ing" wisdom 
to be bestowed upon him, in the discernment , of his 
mUi and granting he is but wiUing to foUi^w thiU 
»f»fl!, if revealed, such a one shall surely ,^e?/ m him- 
self tww emotion^, to which he was all his life before a 
«ti^nger. Sinner make the experiment unfeigiiedly, 
and "you shall («urely) know of the ^c.ti:itte,>niether 
it be of God op of ma^." 



licGoogk 



$k Paid's endbsuidg expressions, Aey ai^e 
espoused and martied. Joined b;^ tbi 
double band o§ redeeming love smd saTing 
faith, they ^are cme spirit, as Adam and 
Eve, by matrimony were one flesh. *^ This 
is a great mystery," says the Apostle, but, 
thanks be to Gpd, it is made manifest to 
his saints."* 

II. If you ask, Sir^ how can these thingift 
be ? iJescribe to ftie the partkitiar mai^'61* 
of these manifestations* I reply in out ' 
liord'fii yrords^ toNicodemus, " Alt thou a 
itiaster in Israel," nay more, a Christian, 
•*and knowfest not these things?" Verily, \ 
say unto you, though we cannot fix the ex- 
act mode, w^iApYteue manner of the breath^ 
ing of the Spirit^ yet we speak what we do 
know^ and testify what we have seen^ but 
you receive not our witness. Marvel not, 
however, if T)oe find it impossibk to tell you 
cH the particulars of a divine rtianifestJition.. 
You yourself^ though you^e^the wind, ie^ 
its ahiazing effects^ and hear the smnd of 
it, cannot tell whence it cometh, and whi- 
ther it goeth : Aiuch less could you describe 
it to the satisfaction of one^ who nevcfr 
heard or felt it him§elf. Many earthh 
tiiii>gs cannot be conceived by earthly men. 
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, The bfeid, .for. eacample, can never conceive 
the difference of colours; what wonder then 
if natural men do not understand us, when 
we teil them oi heavenly things I 

Nevertheless, I would in general obser>'^e, 
.that the manner^ in which the manifesta- 
tion of thej Son of God is vouchsafed, is 
not the same in all persons, nor in the same 
person at all times. The wind blpweth 
where it listeth, much more he spirit of the 
living God. His thoughts iri not as our 
thoughts : he dispenseth hisbl e«§ings, not as 
we expect them, but as it pleases him. Most 
com.monlv^ hpweyer, the, sinner, driven out 
of all his refuge of lies, feels an aching void 
in \n^ soul. Unable to satisfy himself any 
longer, with the ht^sks of empty vanity, dry 
moraljt}', and speculative Christianity; and 
trifdwith thc.begtybrm of godliness which 
is not attended with the. poxver of it, he is 
brought to a spiritual famine, and hungers 
after beavei?)^ food. Convinced of unbelief, 
he feels the want of the faith of God's ope- 
ration. He sees, that nothing short of an 
immediate display of the Lord's arm can 
bring hi? soul into thp kingdom of God, and 
fi!l it \v^ith righteousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost. Sometimes, encouraged 
^y lively hopeS, he struggles into liberty of 
fi£irHvindpra);s with groanings,v/hich can- 
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not be uttered : at other times, almost sink- 
ing under a burden of guilty fear, or stu- 
pid unbelief, he is violently tempttrd to 
throw away his hope, and go back to I'gypt j 
but an invisible hand supports him, and, 
far from yielding to the base suggestions, he 
resumes courage, and determines to follow 
on to know the Lord, or to die seeking 
him. Thus he continues wandering up and 
down in a spiritual wilderness, until the 
Lord grves him the rest of faith, the sub*; 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
tilings not seeb. 

This evidence comes various waj'S* 
Sometimes the spiritual eye is first opened, 
and chiefly, though not only, wrought upon. 
Then the believer, in a divine, transform- 
ing light, discovers God in the man Christ, 
perceives unspeakable glories in his despis- 
ed person, and admires infinite wisdom, 
power, j ustice and mercy in the blood of the 
cross. He reads the scriptures with new 
eyes. The mysterious book is unsealed^ and 
every where testifies of him whom his soul 
loves. He views experimentally^ as well as 
doctrinally the suitableness of the Redeem- 
er's offices, the firmness of his promises, the 
sufficiency of his righteousness, the preci- 
ousness of his atonement, and the complete- 
ness of his salvation. He sees, and fe'eb hiai 
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interest in all. Thus he beholds^ believes, 
wondersi and adores. Sight being the no-* 
bket sense, this sort of manifestation is ge- 
nerally the brightest. 

Perhaps his spirtual ear is first opened, 
Wid that voice, which raises, the dead, ** Go 
in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee,'* passes 
widi power through his waiting soul. He 
Inows, by the gracious effect, it is the voice 
of.him, who said once, " Let there be light, 
and there was light." He is sensible of a 
new creation, and can say, by the testimony 
of God's Spirit, bearing witness widi his 
spirit,— This is my beloved's voice; he i^ 
mine, and I am hid. I have redemption, 
through his blood, even the forgiveness of 
Biy sins : and having much forgiven, he 
loves much, and obeys in proportion. 

Frequently also Christ manifests himself, 

ferst and chiefly to the spiritual feeling. He 

takes the burden of guilt, dejection, and sin, 

lavy-laden soul; and, in the 

fnparts a strong sense of liber- 

e, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

d sinner, enabled to overcome 

ts or duU insensibility, believes 

heart unto righteousness, and 

sion with the mouth unto sal7 

ely, says he. In the Lord, I 

have righteousness and strength. This is 
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the ibger of God. . This d^y is salvation 
fcoine ta my sojul. None but Jesus can da 
this for me. The Lord he is God 5 h^ is 
my Lord and my God., This manifestation 
is, generally th^ lowest, as being made to a 
lower sense ; t^U^refore, great care ou^ht to 
be taken, not to confound it with, the strong 
^rawir^gs of the father, On which it Orders. 
Some babes in; Christ, who, like • youngp* 
Samuel, have i>ot yet their, senses properly 
exPTcis^ toknow the things freely given to 
them of God,, ^e <)ften made, uneasy on 
this very account. Nor can they be f^lly 
Satisfied, until they -find the effects of this^ 
manifestation are lasting, or they obt^n 
(^arer ones by means of Uic nobler senses, 
the sight Or hearing, of the heart. 

, III. Though I contend only for those dis- " 
coveries of Christ, which are made by the 
internal senses, because such only are pro- 
mised to all ; yet I cannot without contra- 
dicting scripture, deny, that the external 
senses have been wrought s upon in some 
manifestations. Wh 
Saviour's day, be wa 
Wash his feet with ' 
tlie penitent harlptdi 
Saul, in his way to, I 
glory, and heard his 
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tthd intetvizXtyyfor they, **that joaitticy«d 
with him, saw the light, aiid heard a voice,^ 
tSiou^ fliey could not distinguish the wcnrdd 
whitA Were spoken.* 

Sbttie^mes also manifestations, though 
iHerety internal, have appeared extertisd to 
fli^se, who were favoured with them* 
When the Lord called Samuel, in Shiloh^ 
ibe pious youth supposed th« call was out- 
Ward, and ran to Eli, saying; T%ou calledst 
me t but it seems the Voice'had struck his 
i^pirttUalei^r only, otherwise the higk priest^ 
\Vho was within hearing, would have heard 
H, as well as the young prophet. And 
tJiough Stephen stedfastly looked' up to 
heaven, as if he really «aw Christ tJiere- wilJi 
his bodily eyes, it is plain he discovered 
^him only with those of his faith, for the 
ri)ofoit\ie house where the court was hield^ 
boufeided his outward sight ; and bad Christ 
(o as to be visible to 
uncil of the Jew4 
IS well as the pious 

t. That ti»e knowl- 
"eceived by spiritual 
knowledge of natu- 
3od}ly sense. Sdly, 
)ssible to be doubc* 
d >eye or ear is not 
revelatioBs; since 
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dus was not only the case of Samuel, but of 
St. Paul himself, who could not tell whether 
the unspeakable words^ he heard in paradise, 
struck his bodily ears, or only those of his 
soul.* Sdly, That no stress is to be laid 
uppn tUe tV^mal circi^ns^aucp^, wbi<;li 
have sometimes accompanied the revelation 
of Christ. If aged Simeon had been as 
blind as old Isaac, and as much disableii 
from t^ing the child Jesus in his arms as 
^e paralytic, the internal revelation he had 
xrf 'C/hfirist could • have made him say witji 
the *same assurance, noy^ let thy servatti 
de^H in peace, for my e^es have seeh 
Ay-jSalvatimi. ^ If the Apostle had not been 
strueirto ik^ ground, and his eyes dazzled 
hf i*Wt>yard ligfct, hi& conversion wolild not 
kkve fceien less real, provided' he had been 
.lAwardly^hdmbled ami enlightened. And, 
If Thomtei' waving the carnal demensfra- 
tiot^lfWfeted upon, had experienced onTy 
Jn his inn^r naan, that Christ is the resur- 
rection' and thfe life, he could have confessed 
him, with as great a consciousness he Was n<» 
tti^istakeh^ as when he cried out, My Lore}, 
and my God^ I am. Sir, Yours, &c. [ 

'^ het the^^eadcr, gee n 8tfoii|^ parallel «ase in'th* 

»lpiiiar)Ba;|;>le<«J!nver9ionofC®l.-Gfirdner. [vide hit l^fis^ 

' Bsnexy ipan who disbelieVfis the power of God tp 

^ chdng^ the tieaft. shoukl read that bogk. H« bc- 

xame emphatically a '' renewed*' man ! 
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LETTER in. : 

Why the Lord^manifests himself to tlie children of 

o.men. *■ «• ; ^ . * . 

^ WHY the Lord manifests himself to 
the children of men is an in(iportant ques- 
tion, which I now come to consider,/ It ia 
not,, we may easUy think, for th^ gt^ti&caio 
tion of their .curio»ity, biu for p arposea 
worthy of his wisdom : and what tiie^e^ ar<*^ 
we sh^ sopn; learn, if wse r^AMc^'divvtc 
manife^tatiQns to threo general cl^sej^^^- 
traordmaryy ordinary^ 2i^v^ ftiipcpi^: ^n^$ 
and then con&idear the design /:2ind use.Qf 
each, as it mayjie ccdlected from. scripture. 

, I. /J[]o begin ^itk manife stations. of ;t1i6 
Extraordinary kind : they, are such as ar^ 
either nierely external or vouchsaCed tp a. 
few only on particular occasions, a^d.are by 
no means essential to salvation. 

' 1. Some of these are calculated to rouse 
the thoughdess into consideration. Of this 
kind was the manifestation some were 
favoured withj a litde before our Lord^s 
passion. " As he prayed, there came a 
Voice from heaven, saying, I haVe glori^eci 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



my name, and will glorify it agaip. The 
people, that stood by, and heard \t, &aid, h 
thundered ;" they looked upon the extraor- 
ordinsUry call as something common an4 
natural. *^ Others said, Ap angiel spake tq 
him. But Jesus said, this voice came pot 
l^ecause of me, but for your sakes^" 

fl. Others are intended as a last ^ar^ipg 
to notorious sinners. Qf this n^ire was 
the terrifying sight Nehufhadfiezzar hadj 
in his second dream of ^ a Watcher aw 
Holy One coming down from heav^, an4 
pying aloud, cut down the tree." A^d 
Aat of the mysterious hand^ which wrote 
Bclshazzar's doom on the wall, while h# 
profaned the sacred vessels in his pfighl 
revels, 

3. Some are designed for the prolectioi^ 
of God's people, and the destruction or 
humiliadon tM their proud enemies* An 
when the " Lord looked to the Egyptians, 
through the pillar bf fire, and troubled ^eir 
host :" When " he cast down great stones 
from heaven" upon the armed of the five 
kings, who fought against Israel ; Or wh^ 
he manifested his presence in NebuchAd-r 
nezzar's furnace, to quench the violence pf 
the flame, preserve the three qopfes«or6>^ 
and convince the raging tyraftt, thafciGodf* 
kingdom ruleth over all. . . , , >o ; 
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ilg SWRITUAL MANIFEST ATtOK 

4. The design of others is to encourage 
the children of God in dangettms enter- 
prises, or direct them in impbrtant steps. 
Of this kind was that to Joshua, befoi'e he^ 
began the conquest of Canaan l aind that to 
St. Paul, when the Lord stood by him in 
the prison, and informed him he must bear 
witness to him also at Rome. 

5. Some are calculated to appoint some 
persons to uncommon services and trials, 
or to the prophetic and ministerial ofEces. 
As that in which Noah was commissioned 
to build the ark, Abraham to effer up Isaac, 
Moses to deliver Israel, Nathan to reprove 
David, Balaam to bless Israel, and Jere- 
miah to preach to the Jews. 

6. Others again are designed to answer 
providential ends for the deliverance of the 
people of God, as those of G ideon ; or 
spiritual ends of reproof, instruction, and 
consolation to the chUrch throughout ^U 
ages, as most of the revelations vouchsafect 
to the prophets^ and to St. John. 

II. The manifestations essential either 
tt> the cOiiversion of sinrfers, or iedification 
of saints, and which the word of God, and 
the experiences of christians show to be 
common to all believers,' in all ages of the 
fchurch, afe of the Ordinary kind, and their 
use or design is, 

1. To make the word spirit and life, 
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SIwrrUAL MANIFESTATION. . 1 L9 

*'.qukk and powerful, sharper than any 
twoTcdgcd sword, piercing even to the di- 
viding asunder soul and spirit,'' that the 
gospel may not come to sinners *' in word 
only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance." 

2. To eas^ an anguished conscience, and 
impart, the peace of God to a troubled 
mind : as in the case of broken-hearted 
David, mourning Hezekiah, weeping Pe- 
ter, and Paul agonizing in prayer, 

3. To reveal Christ to us, and in us, so 
as to make us savingly believe, and kpow, 
in whom we have believed, according to 
the experiences of Peter, Lydia, Cornelius, 
and every living member of Christ. 

4. To open a blessed intercourse, and 
keep up a delightful communion with 
Christ ; as appears from the experiences of 
believers illustrated ift the Canticles. 

5. To silence the remains of self-righte- 
ousness, and deepen the humiliation ot our 
souls ; as in the case of Job. I'o make us 
grow in graCe, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Tq bruise satan under 
bur feet, yea, to bruise the serpent's ^ead 
in our hearts, and seal the exceeding great 
and precious promises given to us, ^hat we 
might be partakers of the djivine nature,, 
and (continue immoveable, always abound- 
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ing in the i^irork of faith, the patience oiF 
h(»pe, and the labour of love. In a word, 
to " strengthen us with might, by God^s 
Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may 
dwell in our hearts by faith^ and we may 
be filled with all the fulness of God." 
. 6. To prepare us for great triab, support 
us under them, and comfort us after them* 
This was our Lotd's experience 'before his 
ten^ptation, after lie had overcome the temp- 
ter, and when he Was in the height d lus 
agony. This was also the case of David, 
St. Paul, and of all the apostl^s^ when they 
)iad been scourged for the name of Je^us ; 
and it is still th^ eiise of all ttus and deep 
mourners in Slon. 

7. And lastly, to make us depart in peace, 
as Simeon ; or dite m perfect love with our 
enemies, aad the full triumph of faith, as 
St. Stephen. AU Who live and die ii^ the 
Lord partake, morfe or less, of these ordi- 
nary displays of hirpoWerful presence, and 
I desire you. Sir; to remember, thit it is 
chiefly, if not only, in support of these im- 
portant manifestations I take up the pen. 

Itl, The third class of manifestations is 

that of Mixed Ones ; so called, because Afcy 

are partly extraordinary and partly ordina- 

ly. Some are ordinary in their design, and 

xtraordinary in their chrcumstanees* Of 
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fle^,' Ace^ iv. 31. lH»e design 6f k w^ 
nferelj^^eommon, i. e.- tb^ cc^mibtt^lh^Dii ufi- 
d^r'^^dftitettipt, iirid'^ncfmfl-iigti them to^diS 
good and suffer evil ; buethe ShaMn^'tke 
place Tvherc' they ^t^t^& ah^effibkd ^^s 'au 
tfhci^ih^ftin circumsl^nc^ The *afne Afefi^ 
ihdy be said of;the desceitof riie/HbtyJ 
Ghost' On the 120 v^ho iv^re assen^letil 
in th« uppef tbona <M the diy dl Pentccodt^ 
and sonqte time after upon CorueUds atttt 
feb soldiers; -Phat th«y should be baptized 
with ther Holy Ghost and spiritual fire wa» 
not extraordinarjr, sitoce it is the cottiAion 
Messing, 'w'hich ban sdoiie make a man* ft 
Christian, or confirm hiih in the feiA S bufi 
dtdt ^e 8d6nd of a rushing Winiishould be . 
beards and lunlinousa|yp!8^ahd^siie6tif rest^ 
ing U^n*tfcemi and that flie^ shotild hffv4 
Ibeefr^^hl^ to dpeak the wonderful Wrks 
<tf: Gad in odter totigues,' i<rerei uncommon 
clkhjnstkntes attending their spiritual- blip-' 

Sbme m^ifestkitidns ^e^ mi?^6dv b^h ^ 
to theii* xlesigu andcircuftistdatiJesi l%it* 
the itiiquitf of Isaiah should be put away, 
and St* Paul converted; wer^ not uncom- 
mon things 5 they are die common effects 
M o^tta?y manifedtatio*!* : But that the 
ph^^t sfec^ld be eomfai$feibned to preach. 
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cif»m»^»iw;b^^a$. *i9Q, jv flying «5bw^h^ 

^ban ihe ftW, Wit^ijli^g: tihe oth^r. h f ; o ... 
HpEwAWiijjt of 4i§tkig^ishing properly be^ 
t^nr^^n wlw^ i5;0tdji«ary ?uid,CTtr*»rdmryJ 
ini TO3^ riftan)festatipn§,;pe^$t^owho 4W 

|Jwnife§tationst If tbfey.fe^ijir it*a$np^44 
^jr mm:, be. Qonvtt%^4 ^ ^mlh^^x^u ^mh 

iiM i^hfitbar they 4nu&t b^. strwck «?p^-4hc* 
«ftrtb k^ ^ ViOicse. from;be4Yen ^ fFk^j^ mU 
Juiiy .Jfcwrgtfe' ^hat . oMfT liOrd ^pake^^Q- to 
h^reifftai^^nfutqaw, aiid iK>t^,:bi|^^^ 
J[ewi„ich«nr be. .*j\«l,/'^EK9^ijfe, bfj^-poo^ 
Yei!t;^4,y,^Miii)^;E^ ^tejr iato tbej jfmg^ij^ of 
bke^yessa.". . /^Wy 9b$|tin3iely mfafi^ jjp; >e|;v 
tl3pt;tbe.eir»w&liwe^9..ot'^^ ap<]^#^>fl|||•^ 
ing to the ground, &c. were not cssentij^ tf:^ 
bis c^onverplpp, and.b^i^ nQ ,,f>f}^X: m^r 
^aa to Hia^ bis .caH.moije rencwk^We fpi! 
the convejrsioti of tfeer Je:v^8,^ ai^, <pn|fort 
of the Chri^ti^ns^ Wbjen tbfs s^?Ti«;pjr^i|dir 
i^d pepsQtts a^e :^old^ that th^y nftust bft 
bom of, the Spirijt, ai^cl jfeceive^tb? TSpfyt 
Ohoat^ 89 yieX^ 4^ i2<wfneUuft and bis s^rr 
vants, bvcrioG^ipg tt\« ordinary baptist of 
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ty circumstaiice of tHe gift <#tt«igiies, im*- 
jces of th<EJ JeWsi'^^'ttJiifa^ tbr attentidtt 
and ^ tha**^e^etttHtAii5iiBiAitO'OV«hiim tht 

tedge Asit, ^ ^ui* t|g "j^i^igilirthie regetiei 
Wtthtg kfrtWfedge of <5HriBt, yoti want the 
ttiairtfe^^lbH cf his >8pmt^ mthoit whkh 
he^ati Bfevet be known «aviti^y. To |r«* 

Cwn,"-''''' * ^ -•.. ' V ^, .. . , .. ' . , 

* Thdii^ I contend ottljr for 'the 4»diti^ 
xn^ifestations of Christ, I »m fer from 
supposing^^ that all e^faoriinaiy or mixed 
tnanife^tations have teased, , "Such a 'qDn- 
^C^c^i would favour too ipauc^ of the sj»rit 
^"k^dBltttf^ -w\m\ipP^aH9 in thd church. 
I^ej^ ai'e tttoft frbquent than m^ny \m^ 

fine. To instiance in pne particular hovrfa^ 
am from acquiescing with that infidcj 
^rit,l'«rfft 6o attacted to tfeit old book 
itne !ffible,)(s'to say tytmany^ who pass few 
ministers of Christ, Woe to the foolish pro- 
fhets^ that follow theif» own spirit and hav# 
•se^ nothirtg: that s*}', Th^XiOrd says, ^and 
the liord hath not sent theni. 1 think Ae 
desire of being stiled /Reverend, or Eight 
Itieverend, and the prospect of a living or a 
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mftrtj ftre-vw^ 'wpropcr wQliv^i fot asr 
sooiing the* sacred etiapacte^*- Aijd'lam 
such ^ enfiwHmt as to believe our thnrvk 
kt the right,.fQr i^yiiing that 4// her minir 
$t«r8 shoald/no«rPiiWvbrWMr//(S>#v *wt -^^^ 
novjBD -bj^the Holy Ghost tot take the oftce 
of Ambaasadt^r fer,<Jbijbt upon tlintn^^?) v^.f 
. IV, HkviBg meatteB^ed the dcsigna^d \ise 
6£ ardkATy. manifestations, it ma^ not be 
hnproper ^ to tj^mcb tipon the abusc) oS th<^mi 
Their genuine teo^ctjcy is to hiiimHe toth^ 
dust* Thfc language of those, who are fa* 
Vowred with tliMBro„'ifl,-^Will Cod, ipdeed 
dwdl on the earth ! liord what is man, \\^% 
tfiou art iiiindM of him, and' the aorjiof* 
"^ : • -I . .^ fc ....'. """ ' - '^' . 

f The *♦ qrdinatjpn" V^uires that tlje caiMjidat;^ 
snould have be^ '^ moved*'* by .the Holy Ghost': yet 
itic^ is sotnietiAies i}k6 spirrtiial ignoraJice' of ^ome^ 
that they have reglu^ed thkt mning aa eitber a thad 
l«^t^, or.atnnofitanuninipoitA&tviefaMtf. JUlsuoii 
are doubtless " blind, leaders, of the blind." IS^aiiy 
h Js feared have gt)ne into orders thus unqualified 
iund of course as ignorsdit of t^e nei» birth as wab 
IJ .codemus. Bjiit ifiauk Ciotjl, som^of then^have Uvr 
cd:to have that "cfuw^e" pas^ upon themsehses, and 
to bear their testirmmi to their /enw^r *• unrenewed** 
state. This was the case' with the celebrated Wes- 
ley, *rith his friend I)r/ Coke, wit4i Creightoni witli 
firimshaw^ withyWidker, wilh ^Ifte, with Cowpe^r, 
tlie ^ther of the poet : and c^'en the poet himaeli^ 
Owecf his long disconHflJate spirit to the Want of that 
change vf heart. • - . 

J. "K^ ,," . i , J. . • , .... ... - - 
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9ee thee, I i^hiyr mjr^lf » 1 ^eUh mc wondif 
bf die UaHt iofi:by merties. I am cUist and 
^t^e^^^But as there lnnothiHg, which ths 
iieat^ofia^n eannotbe tempted to corrupi 
,. "Sthd perVertv *^^ ^s 'sooi> as tfie po vrcr attind* 
ing the inantFestation is a }kile abfttdd^ Sa** 
tataf begiiis t© shobt his fiery ^arts of spttk* 
tel pride, You art a pcctiliar favoariDe erf 
fceavcn, irhispers thaf old seipeiit^ few j^t 
1^0 MgHy blessed.* All your enemies lart 

* It^s-obviOKis fitiAft yn^X intent m,\A, th«t tkele 
OB alio ft tUoiger througti spiHtval pclde» of mea 
Cuicvif |r themselves jwoverf by. the Holy Gliost, to 
teach others when they are most mbte'd by itelf con- 
ceit. This is a ** temptation :** for satan<;an trans- 
4Arm hiMelf into aA angt^ ^ Hght; But this errgi^ 
^OM AO mottMnvoHdate re^U i^mpirii^ion. than bas^ 
coin eonupts the purity of the genuine. Such 
^>oe«x^ei^4)ev«ver. who like Ai^kna^s, i*un -zoitkout 
nk^it eir«nd« sre i#on opt to fajnt and to perpeive 
^Uieh .JbMT^nesa ««d jr^tire;.. Bint the realjy nwved 
-say f'.WDerisniney il^ 1^ pueach not the gjMpd" .in 
v«taMB Mid otit of sewoiip^' ^ch " continue" and 
^•^xoUieinselves w^y t©^ rea^'uig^ -exhortatioh, 

*Mt.9^ Ims sumned .)ip the requislties of a 
^f^ocfeefaeff in bis aj^ice iQt Timothy. Such an onfe 
:TAmt^tksif^ theroiBccJ as "i^t greedy of Uth^ 
lucrt," but, because « be de»reth a. good work" or 
-wishes *6im^mUtMi^9 t(» see the w»rk ofthel4>rd 
.abotmd vidl»t>9per. H^ xauvtth^foforebe '*v^^n^ 
1^ an his *'^ood -work-:' and Uutly "he must be apt 
\j6 tcadh.** If he has not this aptwss in teaching 
h 2 
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pi£ay«r, and«o jsCrigt'fjQ s^lf-denial^ ^^M shall 
never falU If tbe>?U«ver is notiq^on h^ 
gtord, and repebn^t thesf fiery dadt* witk 
his shbld^ as fast as the enemy throwi^ tbem^ 
hefisT^oon wamidedf asid pride lcttui}€8„% 
gsdnupcmliim^ . .; 

- Bt. Paul himself was in, danger from this 
quarter* ^ There was given hiin a thprn in 
the ieflh^a messengei: af Satan to buffet bim, 
]est, he should be^ exalted above mpasure^ 
through the abundance of the revelations." 
As^ron and Miriam, feH Into this snarey^hen 
they spdlce against Meses, saying, ^' Hath 
the Lord in^ed spoken only by AioiBeis? 

' " ' ' ■ ' '. . . » 

«Hher by n^tnral, acqali-^d, w itispit^d ftbltitie», ht 
^anhot he divinely •^movad'* to the o0|be^ For^'ite 
man goeth at his own tcharge.^? < « , n 

^ For want of ^ft^/i^cOrtSideHrtg' what an apinesiitii tench 
ctoea Imply, th^re 'ate firobSfcly ^hotttmykornhk and 
g^d 9<wils» ^lw> Mfi^aite' their '«oi;^5^, bisciui^e tiwfejr 
/fc^tjitf *<fe«>*'* to pveaeh Ch#i«t in^nv^ard^tsd^ 
gree, and y^t hai^mt the aptveet vMck'^ «9<m% 
't^equit^. Such do not s«rifioiently consldevj^^ 
the "tk9ife** to win souls to Clwist is itOt»/»?i?MU*r 
^t>et;uB!li' to M^, bttt iS an iei*»ttofi trcmmi^ ^ e«s?y 
regenerate soul, and is ifiost especially felt m tfans^ 
Vho are most tecetttlt/ ahd most-fivwerf uBtfi broogkt 
"into the ligfbt of the Gdspel. ' < ' -. '.I '\ 

;' ' For'furthei* notiee of the office, and caH to' the 
inhti"^, see Plelchei's Mtatterly **»oHmt of ^ 
'Paub^'- • • •■ , --.' • . ,'-^ ...- ,i.r 
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JQIiibrii^t he spoken by W also?" J^9!v\4 
l^i^wm acbwxwledijes, his error in> thi« 
ire$p§ic$; ** Iij my prosperity, I said, I sha|l 
ne^tt I?^,inovjed^ thou, I^^^i of t;hy goocU 
,i^i«i.Jfea«tmadc B^y hill so strong >^' but mjr 
-^eart iiri^s, lifted i|p»imd my confideace partj 
ly carn^,, ^^erefore, t' thou didst turn thy 
^eftofn. me, a^, I was troi4>led." Th^ 
v^y ,tp i^void thednngc*- is to foresee-, it j \q 
loek.i^lMch to the|owly Jesu^^^sUid upon th^ 
&ir^ appro^h ^ofjj^ temptation to pride, t?? 
^ve, with double diligence, all the. glqfy 
tO'bim that graciously besto^ ed all, and fQ 
^ka,<w^lh.doi|U]ie xare, all the shame of ou^ 
«juwtp»ot|rselve«. Su jPaul'sdirectippint}ii,$ 
jea$9/i* -ejiicey^jnt; " Because of unbeli^^ 
^q|^ jrere.brpken.off,,and thoii st^ndest bjf 
faith. Be npt high ipinded, hut fear.'^ , 
Another genuine effect of divine manifes* 
,t?itipns;s. an increase of confidence^ in the 
Xor^j^ a^d oJF activity; iqhis service. J^^fiat 
^oly boldness filled the spuls of those wd^- 
thiea, who, through |^ajjh.fc . wrought righte- 
.pv^iiess, and turnec} to flight the armies of 
j^ alignsr Ho w, did the Jove of Christ con^ 
fitKadn ^the disciplesv tp speak and. fict for 
6od lifter the dj^ of Ifent^cost ? Nothing 
^ould^pj^cfiejj tU^ir fprti^ude^^nd^diligepQ^. 
Ne,vertl>el^;»^ if tj^ tep^ptatiou to pride is 
yieldedjtOj tljie Comfpjyer js. grieved, an<i 
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e^tnii security, loddlefllce of tfpirSe, iUE«&<i^ 
*dgcJiEice of the flesh, insettsiWy -|^l:^e\n^ 
The deluded prdffessbr, though shorn ^tfl-hte 
Sh'ength, like SiRtipsoA) fsuicies himself ikt 
saifoe. Somij says he, ihati hast goetfs llu4 
Vtp for many years, ev&n for eter; flioUg(h 
the Lord manifests himself td Aee fib tnore, 
be neither uneasy nor aftaid; ht: cliange«^ 
hot. Sometimes the delusion gtoivB tb thaSt 
Height, tliat Ac fi^diei' he goes firoin thfe 
kingdom of God the stinger he ilmg^nes 
his f kith. He 6vcn spfeaks tontetii|ituou8]^- 
bf th^t 4tin^dom. He calls !righteoU8»es«, 
jpe?ice and joy in the Holy 0bost, a frame^ a 
$erisible feeling, a low dispetisatidn,4>i^^cMid 
\rhich he hksluippily ^t.- He tluml^s God 
he can no«^ rest upon ^6 bare w6rd, trtth* 
<>u% an ap}dication ot it tt> his heart ; that ik 
lo 'say, he can be fully satisfied /with' th^ 
letter widioiit the Spirit, lie can feed upoa 
the empty husks of notions* and ^]mt>tis^ 
Tis if they iver$ pow6^^and life; 
. The end of this dreadful mistake is gtefb- 
ktj^ly a relapse in^ grdss' sin ; witness thfe 
felbof Daxidand Solbwion; or^hatisHot 
mucji bitter, a settlitig in ji form, withdtit 
the power of godliiiess, ats the ]jaodice^bt)& 
of old, add too many Abif, who^^ have; il 
tiame to live aHd are de^. Tlie bnfy Way 
tt)^ avoid this ptecipiQe, is t6 fcdlow t^ Ijgfit- 
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of the first manifestation, and look dally for 
pew visits from Christ, till he makes hi^ 
rf>ode with u«, and we walk in the ligh% 'as 
he is in the li^ht. A mamfVstation of the 
B{»m fast year will no more support a isoul 
ttiis year^ than air breathed yesterday will 
nourish tiie flame of life: to day* The atitt 
which warmed us last week, miust shine a- 
gain this w^k. 'Old light' is ' dcadj light# 
A"notJ6ftt>f okH warmth»is a very c«id fto- 
trdn* I We ^dst hav\e -fresh food daily ^ and 
though we need nota tffcK Christ, we n^edi 
perpetually, new dispiay^ of his eternal love 
and power. ' Tlie I^prd .taught us this iih- 
|x>rtant kssdn, l^ makiftg the itnanna he 
gave Ishiel in the^wiHeme$sjto 'disappear 
cveiyday, and* causing that* which was not 
gath^d rifresh, to breed worms and stiftk^ 
«etertheless, as the* mysterious food kept 
sweet ift the golden pot in th^^^rk, sodoes 
the heavenly power in Christ, to whdtti- evcf- 
ry true Isradite w81 come daily for new 
supplies of hidden manna; for fresh mani- 
festations of the H6ly Spirit. Thouadnds by 
fhttt considering this, seek the living ^mong 
tl^'dfead, fanc3ring that a living Sav^i^uri^ 
to he found m ^ism^ experiences, and /that all 
is w^ though they live firfter the fleshy and 
arfiip^rhaps^ ledneaptiveby the devil at 'his 
witL But when iheir souls awake outof thk 
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dangerous d'ream, they will H sensible e^ 
their mistake, and fratikly acknowtectgecj 
♦* God ife notthe Gcrd ofthedead, but of the 
living ;^ and that, '* if after riiey hcive escap- 
ed ti^ polhittOns of the worid, thVovtgh rfi^ 
Unowiedge of the tord'and Saviour Jteu^ 
©hrist,r'they are agaaii entartgledl therein; 
and^ovcrcfome, the latter end « flBK)fse trith 
them than th^begittnin^.*' ' 

Ijcaving^ these hike#artti,'forniy, t^ddi)- 
caftan professors to the mercy of Gbfl, I «ub* 
^ribe myself, Sir^ UmiHe^ fee. ^■ 



OUf^M'^iiits^hc inanifesfatlons of himself to tllfe 
^M4Htiasi^a1)ea of tlie phm^ch, and coiisid^rs «s is 
J 'r^i9iial 'Cr^tuites, ,iri 9, sitsite of probation. 

V. THAT tome persons ard Uessed 
with clearer, stronger,ior'ehriierman3iesta^ 
ttons than others, is utid^tablb; andwiijr 
it is so, is one ofc ^ ttiystsries of Gdd^ 
kingdom, that sli«lt teot^ exptein^dimJSl 
the 4£fy^<jf judgmewtv In: the^mean^ ttmcs, 
tiie: following refkctioiis iriayrposrfibBy'cas^ 
Botne ligM oh th^t dafrk subject, attd lie^ 
u*'tb sayy iSe doei.^ thiitJgs; well. . ' 
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liiniseUtft^.thiA %8iiot}«st^ea of tJbe cburqlnu 
fJoder the Motak^iKspaHsation^ wliiell ctm*- 
sifted 4niiichiiajext|niiiab, divioe.manife^iUy 
tiqn^ had^.generalfy^^ some cxterpol.circum^ 
ctapces: but t»tbe /Christian ehvirchy f)eiQg 
fbrmed/Upoiiampre.^spirituat plaii). is^Jih' 
voured with revelation& of a m^^s^ritvai 
md iuteraal'iiarttirei' ' ^j- 

' Hf^ The ^ Lord ton&ider^ ust^aaratttHHil 
cpeatures^ in a state of probation.-^ Wert he 
to indijige as with powerful, Ineessan^ 
overwhtiiiNng ' di^jcoveries . of himself, he 
wmikiilSaBtherr violeiitlyi^foifcey than, gently 
hsM^iisitserrepefiitmjii&androbediist^ £ve^ 
r^^siTfiiBmcftik i^of-P&nimbat. .S6011. after 
the I Sionj jo£ tGodd^d .sam the heavens Qpen, 
h^-was led into the^TViMeraefiartahe teinpted 
pti Ihe "d^^il^.and tois hisspoulie^.kftsr 
iinn»^ Bt.:PanVhy dbserttngfilat hewai 
not disobedfenttd the heaRreiA^lvi&)nV'anA 
iisai hfi kept hk^d^ ubdlirt I^stlketihcniU 
he^Diae a <?ast«w^,. mtimates his ihrigliit 
maniiestatioa was not of sudi continiiatice 
and force^ ba(t.he mi^bt have disobeyed, as 
Smaii di4 in a. sitniUr case. Some havey sn 
i'jkj^ resisted bright mamfestatioi^' in t|teir 

, * H(i$,ii.l4f. 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



NcbuthadncxTKir, and »tlffi/ Iffteeiit^ %tti& 
perished' ill the wtideiiiewsrandtiao^rtkaBJ^ 
backsliders are redsting thein bow. m 
«uTe,' thtof ^as there i^ Ai time of trial fot 
;^ithi l?6pe,' and fiatience, tbore is abo ^ 
jriSatament ofthe iK)wer, whioh attends di- 
tin^ toantfestations. . - 

3. Our wise Redeemer? Jproporticms ♦the 
kiesuis tathe end. If the efRifct of a mafii- 
fotatiou of hi.) iovc is tp be exceeding great^ 
the manifestation miast be exceed^^g brigku 
Euppose the burden of giiilt andibardnessv 
tfemMation, and storrow^ utidef.*idiioh..on^ 
^oans is ten timfcs greatBi^th{|n*that,'»iv^bk^ 
oppresses^ another, it is plaiA' the 'manifests}^ 
;t!on> whitsh^s taremovisriid: tenfold w^i^t 
is to bef tch tiuaes^ttwigeK' The ^atne^^ 
iiokls alsa:Mrith. regard tosuiFe^ings smd Hi^' 
bfmrsi T ^r:hotter the *ght of aiBictki«i 
IGrod's ijiildwn are to go through^ the stron^^ 
<ger rfnd dits^ighteral^ is the celestial' iur# 
Moar ptEt*upoli them, at the^ revelation df 
the Captain of their 'salvatfon. -' 

-, 4i Neither can it he doubted, but thf* 
our good God, in firjdng the degree of dt- 
vinje manifestations^ Imth a peculiar respect 
to the state and capacity of the «ouls to 
whom he discovers hkriself. The deeper 
sinners mourn for liim^ the deeper lie hiftkes 



d by Google 



tfaboii^iitl^ of .^ ct^ of «j^tifiv;i at his 
^jpearing. . Blessed ar^ they thai;. greatly 
maliger ami thirst after righteousness ; ^eir 
]»ai$ are thereby- gr«^tl>^eiilarged to receive 
f|\e oil of gUcU:kes8f aud ^e wine of th^ 
k»ig4<^*. Blessed so^tke poor in spirit^ 
iitgosi^ iWhose^ouU ai^e etx](pty .as the, vessels 
of the desolate wido^, in the days of Eli^ 
aha; ,wh,^a the heavenly Prophet shall visit 
tiieim'&e streams of his fidne^s shall JtaexA 
talnly 3x>vf according to the 'degree of thei^ 
emptiness. "•'' - -'«. , ; • .^ ■ V'{ 

' .5* A skilful physiciaa^ prescribes weakec 
«r^«tEongper mediciites,' according to the 
state of his patient* i So does the Physiciaa 
fsi siouls if he \r^ighs, if I may so speak^ 
ev^rjr idram ;of thf hcMiveoly power; ,in thfi 
«fiai^a of goodness and wkdom. He]cxiowa 
what quantity of the heaventy cordiaL ooi? 
«^rtts can beai^, ai^d will not, without tb^ 
greatest carf, put the strong wine of hij 
powerfullove mto a^eak vi^sseU Ue.se^^ 
that as 4K>ine persons can st^d, for a time, 
th^ sight of t£e meridian ^un^ when o^ers 
m^ h^?t by the. first appearance of a taper^ 
so soiane Chrlsuans oUi bear the strong 
beams of his. gracious'presence, lirhileothera 
are {ilmost overpoi^rered l^y his fainter ray^ 
.- 6. If, some Hire .and die without aoy 
afasiifestations of the. B^emer^fi love and 
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I^rj^- ihe x^^ascms vof it not^. poadM^^.tvb 
found m the abysses of his justice va«|i 
goodness. They grieve ^tnd qu(«jijclj tj^e 
Spirit) that coni^inces the world of din ;a4fi 
it is very fit they should not have hiro ^M 
Comforter^ whom thqy obstinately r^^ct iiiil 
a reprover. , Add to this^ that as our.IiQ^ 
foresees, that if such people were favoured 
with tdcens of his more ais&igciishing con? 
jdescension^ they would only abuse tbeoa,. als 
(Cain and the irhariaee^ did, he puts , them , 
not to the tnal^ nor suiters them to enhance 
their.guilt by trampling rif her mency and 
ktoe uii()er foot : so that tb^ seeooiai^ sevc* 
iity is, iti fact,^ ra^ bcnigaiiyi. ^ . .,. 

, 7* TheIiOi:4QotKonIyprq>ortioi^the,de-f 
giiee of his powerful .appearance Xa :tbe 
weakness of. our souls, but also to that of 
ouc bodies*. Jle knoweth whereof we am 
madet and remembeiss that Wi&are but A&iu 
If the natural sun^ l^at g^riom emUem c^ 
pur Emmahuel^ was .te ^pf»roaGh: as neaap 
^u* earth, and ^oe aafar^t as.poB&ibki 
^e insuiferahk blaze an4 heatumi^ in? 
Stantly blind and .cpnsume us. Ay a «p^t)r 
pfreason, was ouc .bright Sun of ri^tepua** 
Qcss to manifest Ids 'li^nclouxled glory^oc to 
a^ipeac without the , tempering' medium of 
his manhood) no flesh coidd suppcSurt-.the 
^igbt. TJhe jhrai%. unaUe to Jheat theLJugjh 
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^femiAom of tte sorfl, would timpi ; thV 
hesat of the wicked, swelled with intolera-' 
bte pangs of leat, and that of the righteooi) 
dilated by Overwhelming transports of joy^ 
would inatantl3rburst. God therefore says, 
** So man can see my face," without some 
diniihing veil, f* and live." Hence arose 
Ukewtse die grateM exclamations of Ma^ 
oosdiand others, when the Ix>rd had mahi- 
festbd himself to them concealed under hu- . 
man-^ppEearance, We have seen God, and 
live ! We Imve beheld him and are not con* 

B; *^TInd ^^^Yy perhaps^ help us to accotiht 
^T the Lord stitt hides his face from some, 
of ms sincere seekers. They sit begging by 
fte way side of his brdinantes, atm yet )^^ 
does not pass by, so as to restore to thera 
A^hr spintual ^ght,' that they might k»ow* 
Ifim. in all probability be designs them^ 
such ainight maniifefttadoti, as they are not- 
yet able to i)ear« Wheik their hearts aire 
s^ngdfieried for the heavenly vision, it 
dtall speak. Let Stvcrd only wait for it. 
&et'pattence have its perfect work, and faith 
innhevwordiie tried to t|ic uttermost; and 
Hetitiat comedi, will totne and wHl not tar- 
iy. Hd will bi^ng bis reward with him, and 
armom^ntof his presence wifl make them 
aibcrfMteit aniieods for ^bcf )raiting of m $tge* ' 
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Were he to appear, befiire thcjf ar? prepar* 
ed by the humtHatian of refientance and the 
patience of hope, they ^rould be in the f ase 
of those carnal Israelites, who, far frdirt be- 
ing able to commune ^with God, could not 
so much a^ speak to Aloses, wheir he earner 
down from die taiount^. without iix^t oblig- 
mg him to put a veil>ovei- his shining facu 
' Peter, James, and; John . were, it seem%- 
the foremost of the apostles in spiritual 
atrength and boldness ; neverdiel^s, t^ 
s^^testation they, had: of Christ, on : the. 
mount almost overwheln>ed them. - Them 
body sunk under the li^eigbt of his glory, 
and when they, came out. of theitt^ sleep cir 
traiijce, they could not recover themselves^ 
** they knew^ot what ,they saidv" l%isJiad 
been before the case of Dahiel, aad was 
cxnce more that of &U John. The cpmeU-^ 
ness of the man greatly beloved was lumed 
to corruption ; he retained no ^trengfju 
And the. beloved Apo^e, when he saw his 
Sav;our with some additional beams of 
l^ory, feH at? his feet as dead/ St. Paul not 
cmly lost his sight on such an bccaskni^ buft 
waa near losing his life,^ being unable to 
take any refre^ment f(ir three rdaya and 
hree nights. Anid it is also ^eneridiy' sup- 
posed, that Mose^ actually died underj^ 
►ve^powerigg displays of the B«df;Mner!& 
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ky^. -fimicb %^leaam, dmt.Gtod's way and 
ijutetare. best^janA that .n^ airC'to leave both 
to:)u«^gr^kni»' wisdom I rising the meaniL* 
m wtiim h^ h^s pi'omiaed to loaidl^t him* 
self tia those who diligently ^k him* * ) 
YiJ, i What those means atieit is /what ^ I* 
€6toc in :the .test jdace to coii9ider* ' 'Vkt 

tion is'tlle eternal 6od> one in threeyanil 
thareeiiiowe. Tlie Paflier t«veals the B6n 
freely, the > Son freelyi discovers him^dlt 
alkbthe :Holy •Ohcst Wt\yitttki&t» of him; 
KesvrertlidesSf/theL' (Scriptures, in geiteral 
aiiry$uie^this wondero^ gracet^o the blessed 
S^rit. ^ Not' man .can,*' experimentally 
i^ay^ *^that Jesus is Ae liord biat "by th© 
Btoly Ghbst,*' It is his^^ petuKat? ' ciftee/ta 
convince die world of ^htedujBtte^s,^*^ 
giving bs to know sar^j^ the ]ioird7«mr 
-ri^hteou8i»es8. >* He shall glorifyimc/^ 
says ^Christ, ** for he shall tsJce ot mine^ 
and show it smto you*'' ^ And this he dbes^ 
%3llioat Qpy ' d^erit of ours^ intithe'<hean» 
iriochrfiml^lniAih af^xnted^ and which htt- 
enidaSesrtts to use aright. - ^ ^- 

, l%ese ttseans are hodi outward anft hSh 
waisdi ^ Thfttoutwardare what our 'ehi«pclt . 
crfls ««^thp nteakwdf. grace;" partictdarty 
icarnig or reading Aie wogrtl, partaking^ 
thV sacraments, andi praying togedier with 
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due ao^ord 4ikr^ >Tnan1fe^ation*' of :d^ 
Sjfmit, as die piittiitive Chrifittahs'^didj^tf 
These means' are td be Used with ^ grdatt^^ 
«8t dil%6ft0ev bm tiot'tdi be trusted to $ the* 
only proper object of pur^confideuce is fit)d| 
#ho /vtporks all in alL; It n^s ^ot'Mofeefs's 
x»d^ which parted the red »ea, bat that Ak 
imighty arm, which^once rfi\Rided the water 
fronvthe wafer withoiit st rod. Neverthe-- 
ksa; as Moses was not to throw his rod away^ 
^der pretence ofi trustiag in' Otfi slimCf^ 
oeiiiier was heto rel;^ onthe weakinstte-: 
taent, as if; the divine jpowet^Teskled^invitw;. 
I' Though Ae Lord.m- generalfiworfes iy. 
noKams, he ties'hihtself to notte, and some'' 
tllh^# worfes- withoirffany. ITie^sfiiinc spi-^ 
rit, wfcich'fdl ftomCkMTidmsr, while' Petfiir 
vttacheid, fell upon .Pfetcr on tiherday -of 
Pottlecoist withotitfanypreachlng. AiydUtet 
&%am liostAy who openiad Lydia's heart^by 
^hiei ministry of Ut* Paiil^ opened; thelheaii? 
^St* Vkviibytht sole cxeitionofiMs.pdw* 
fm^ We hence learn^> that^as on the one 
Ismdyiiire Ought not with ihe.pt^fabe: and" 
emiiusiasts to tempt the Iiord^ byine^6«««: 
iil^ ^^e of any of themeaas he hath %-^ 
pombid; so tAi the, dtber hand, We jmtsr^ 
Ir^W^e of confining. God Ao particulsn^ 
laeanSyjtfmes, and places, as the bigjottetf 
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vli6tf>we are cvft off from'^aU Ou^ard 
meanr^ it is ,cmr' parivilege to n^tfor the 
^inime^tiatejdisplay of 'Grod's dnit,in the u&e/ 
of dte inward meaita. . - : ■ -j 

be; a ^performance :<tf: tihe Xiord's ' jKt^ake, 
aadrdiat he is yriiliiig and^ able to manifesis 
hims^f tous aSihe ^oeenot to ike WQirii: 
Ab is 'the ycrj^rOot of i»ayer,: fcrveney, 
l^qiej^nd expectattoii# . Without ^ actHigs 
cil'i^tus preparatory^ &it)it, the «q»1 droops, 
andrbecomes an eW ig^ef tp d^spondeniey^ 
vs»ut)ryor sloth*. nhei«-^i» talent is bun 
i^s^ the Lord. -seldom wdrkti,^ Belie vest 
thotj, that J jmml able tojdo tbia forrthee^ i^ 
fp&trtMy the first qws^on,'ti»at he pMt» Xo 
fee i^^ker -s hearts If it is awiMrered in the. 
pegstfftref he csmdo u^ great mliiacl^^ h^ 
cauise '>irf this imbfelief. Nevertheless, ifl 
mimtbe ackna^q^tedged) tMt jSt. Piuil wa$ 
Messed Widi.the rcyeteti<M)i of tbf>. Sott-<tf 
God, jiV^ithout aipy' pReViw$r.dcwe or ^Xf^ 
psH^tioD «f jit# : In faimt apd others waaj 
tbi& scripture fulfilled, **I wa^ founds of 
them tb^ $o^ht oienot, I .vas mafiifestedl 
to them diat asked not after me."* But, 

' • * laiconfinnfttiont; kithc w^aifit nsid the wendei*^ 
M ^vitientidl life <Jf the kte i^v* John Nfewtom 
A itof e intefestin^ Ijfe ^t the Jli/^c^ is not te'^lui^toni^ 
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140 iffwtmm'WitmFmtvx^tmft* 

die' Loftl wiU^lfe^cnqfthid^crf T^ 
df Int^id ^ do thh y and if te vi«tk«ad]r 
witti cAnt^ctlorr, as he d^d St. Paiilf it w 
oiil}r to wabt^them'piii^as ^at apoatiedid^' 
until he matiifests huntwtf, W ^^ Hoty 
6)«>3t; i^ a: wa^bf ^<»}iMola^dn and Idi^^ 
^The 2d inxrsn^ nteims df d»eimairiftB&ta^ 
tlotl'df ti^hi^ist 19 liedignatibn; as to th^^par^ 
tictilaf mifinti'ei', time; at)d> {dace bf it; 
Throtfgh pati'eftc«/as welJ-as fiilthr an^ 
pfftytr; ^m teh^rit thitf {At>tn»ed blirssi^i^ 
8t)rtte, ^c^rt-dirig 4Jb theit ^arwat^^dom 
attd fortt^iii Imagination^ mark oat th^fi/lraj^ 
ifi whieh sSilva*4on is - to • cbttie to. theit 
h^fte; but thei:«»dv genet-ally, dissappofc^ 
Aio§e«sihtiiibied'«eekfera;itlio\%^ in the 
«!fee iof Cfidebn, he tftay 'gratify otictitt'^ 
AkeaAd i forbtiiev^^ are ** ftot bomts! 
tl«6i Witt of the fleshy ttor of the ^Uqj&tiism^ 
feut of <Sod;" The Je^ ^xpefctcd-^taw 
Messiah; atitl tti^re tJi^y H«we right: bwt 
Afey ekj^feteit Mm "ki dieir dt0;t tt'flw^; ^aml 
tifer^^thfef stamM^ aiidfcH. H^ile aw3^ 
looted foi* a mighty conqiiterdr, ^^aHotOieif 
Aiekatider, ttf lAake th^kA ffrtat^ UlfeyoircrJ 
totted thj^ldwly t^rince of peacfe, wh^ cam^ 

any knguager Its incidents a^ so Vairioiia> aad 
e ad«!ienture8 ftttd\xoiiiam:eft.<^Be£td«u^ dp a^^ i)^ 
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p imlce them^^^Vfundf at Iaat^itheyxi!it« 
ciiicd him as a'bsse. imjioaBi^. Thia Jew^ 
ish disposition^ Ls i» a^*by nature.* Ueecei 
Christ is commonly rejected in the Spirit 
fey Christianfi^ as he was ia the.^6Ai}}^ the 
Jews. We wjqmld haye^him come to. giv^ 
us an idle rest^but he appears to teachlAUk 
to dGuy ungodliness, anid iigliit itbe good 
fight of lairii: this we ife notlike* . OUc 
nature want$ to step at onde into a4^£oni&j;» 
but heofieis first to nail us to the^trctt^ami 
to crucify oun flesh: with it& affections. and 
lusts ; and from this we ishrink aa imat th<r 
grave. . We expect to . be carried at oncfr 
tD the tcip of momit T^or,>tQ s^e umittdrh 
;tble glory ; but he lea4s to Gethsemime tOt 
watch and pray, or to calvaiy tio> sUSipr Jafid 
die iv^itb him : hiere we necoil, and do not> 
chuse to kiK>w him. Oiu: forward iihpsltiencd 
dictatQSv that he shalL' instaotanooiUsly tunar 
ouxi^midnight into noonday t biit. instead q£ 
^Mmifesti^g himself at^'nce^as. the tn^ridiaii' 
«mf he wiH, perhaps, apjjear. as the, mpm^v 
ih^^tar, that aur> light may shine jpor^ andt 
moi^ unto the perfect day.. > Thi? deleal^i 
ott3r counsel, we despise the day of small 
thmgs^ and do not thmk ^c^ law aa appear>- 
tacei«BHhf«)ur oolite and i3iaiik9» :tf)i0i}, 
9hv *itpmt^*mtk- the ^aimig^ Jmowkdge of 
iFeiUs, never, stop itill you cm ffitocis yoirt;: 
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aiftr:>g6es cbMirii ^o cm^*e :; bttt^ m t^ 
timd, nev6r sli^ die least ray of hcaTcnly^ 
li^J > The least m^f open iiito therbrpact 
d^dfeternityi Cease frmir your own fab^ 
wkdom^ tthd become as a litde childi or 
you eatnnot enter the kihgAEnn of heaven, 
ansd .see th^ kiryg in his beaulyw ' 
! The dd tod last mward teeans, 1 would 
i^ddmmend to mounters in fiion,' is a ten- 
der regard fop the reproofs of the Spirit^ ar 
^9QBtant attention to the drawings of the 
Padier,<>bediencelothei:alls they have t«« . 
setr^^^^r^anda fear of depending i^oa 
dmr duties, susd not sotdy upon fhe hxth' 
fohr^d of Jcsusti Whoever follows these 
directions, accdrding to the grat^ j^vem 
hiiB, ;wUl of eom^ cease from outward^ 
^il, ^d do, as;he can, the little gbod btS' 
haaA finds to do. This is a better way dF 
waking for tibfe revel^on of Christ, than* 
10 lie down in dejection atsdJdpdess onbe*- 
Uef. JkH those, who sollenly buxy tibeim 
ofie talent, and^wMfuily retain the ax:cttraed:r 
d^k^, complain in vain that their iiord. 
rmsk^ h»ag tarrying. ii:%ey ofastinatdiy 
^^A&^ Ms^cdnviifcmg Spirit, arid then ab-< 
smdly damonr^ becaiiee he dioes' not j-ew«rd: 
them liar it^ by tSie'Sondbrta^t^his'iieKVjay^ 
lypnsabnce* Jj^^^tiytiot be so^unafeawoni'' 
^1^; liccus^^ strive to :enter. TO at *e^ 
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Alt lit U3' stvive >lawltil^^ m^t loidMO^ oiu^ 
seltcis a jriglueaM3a^^ o£ our. cM«m.«fl^kiRg9 
kBQckbg)' and striving. .1^ fiim .ahw^ 

our ciHttms;, JMit^b^imiPf .it is iiu^ x^sbm^ 
Je&u&.vi&i(9 U9, i)otl>ec9U8(e.Qf.9liyf jftdfilia 
attr.pvajrera^ &o«.^ui for hifi^vfMmkt^sb^ 
cause his, truth aqd^ikMa p a^ioft > fiwt?^i»t^ 
Free grace Q|2eet>s the jS^rijotfi Qieocf^iiQt 
to .works a»d ni^rii^ biK to; wiup^ so^mitaferyii 

svitb^aU ne^y^.pe^j&eDt^ Jnetieyiag ^iimeesV 
ia.th^ .jeamcstt wijiJI^.rpf ja. heait^ iMdi 

SroiQfits mfc to* aut)«(jribe j(i^)j;««if, Sir^ 
'oiura,&^. ... .^...>,. , . /". .. . ox, .. 



, '^ 



' %(Hiiffesii^ioAs \^c(Med in the OW 'f eitameni '" 



.SIR, .... . .' '7 t: ■-• 

"V^HEN i sqU you, that, imikm^sf^ 
XehovahJ^fUA ttamfes^ himaelfriiija^^fier 
culiac. naaimer.tl^ hia f)^0plA» ym. tsd^SKi 
against jthe aases^qa^is* alto^islber ncni^ aiii 
aDoci^ii^uraL. Itlieaoipoajxi^idaeKe&KetD 
^provp, Aa^ antiquity aftd scriptuw^ar^.pn 
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^Testamentvi i¥ou*eknld04^e3Cpe€t ^ the t^ 
^i3iaA»B*Gi any oiiiU of C^ much k^ 

fhoFCf a^JttiiaiyjiB thut ofd^e Bibley rN^evi!!^' 
tfadiMsw «ao«^h b'^aid oa^^tbe jpoUt Wcm- 
ViMcr «»v*^^, if¥ ifVQvy age >ot i;ke dmt^chf 
<i)odiJiiisf»(rotimd the i^s^ olonan with 
p€imtbvdiBpfaq^ir«>fii» piiefteiice. 
^ Xif9;;ua.go:b»ck ^ fiir fts ii4iim>him8eUl 

hi»<bdfm tbe-Xall^^^^O^^i^ he|>i'eseiited 

«mv|r becMit'Qffth^ ikld before- hui^ti^ftetf 
Jirhat h&^wpuld caUstHem M)id he BB^vk;^ 
htm after the fillip ip pro^oui^ee hU senieiKci^ 
and to pmmUe, that be would bejC^me jdie 
MToman's seed, and" Braise the scrpent^s 
headf Whs ikh tbU< inNsmifi^tatioD i;raat^ 
to, Abel, wheb the I^otd h^d respect to }xy^ 
aacrifice, th|; v^ry caiwe of Ca^'s eavy> 
wrath, and murder ? Did m>t EnocVs waUc-r 
' iikg with God imply a consist union and 
eopnmiioa with EmluiaBiiel? Ahd' hpw 
eotpM^this -00100 havift'tikea place, if the 
ijoed hadb vm fimt rereafed^hinisdf to t^ 
Kasriarch ? Jiwt.tiotj.two:per8on8 m*^ and 
agjieev brioro they caa walk 4itKl>.cqft^^^ 
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^* Wotsk fbund gy|i€e in tiie tyt» ^ itm 
liOtd, and, in consequence of k^ was mad<» 
ftcquaii^ed with hb righteous dfisigns, luid 
t«ceived dnreetions how to ^seape ircnn a 
{yeri^hing wortd* The historjr of Abraham 
ifffulQc^acc^oiintsofsuchittanifestaitions. In 
one of theni) dieljord calted hmi outof his 
«his, and from hWkmdKedtogcybothtoihe 
llea^entyaiidetiithl]^€2^i«aii» iti others he 
promised hint Isaac and Isaac's mysierioui 
seiBdi 8ev<^ years after, for the tiiat of 
his fal^ he cotiftmanded hioi to wmriAc^ 
that faroiirite son ; and when tttt ttial waa 
Over^ he tested his^ approbation. of Abra^ 
hfutt's eondtict* He wetit fmber* Beafl 
Gen. ch.' island y^Hi wiH see, ho# thettt^ 
vine Phtlanfltit^y, or Aelove of God to« 
ii^rdd tnan appeal^ in condescending to 
tlothe himisdf^ befwe h«id, whit the natom 
he was to assume in th^ virgin's womb, and 
to cteversein this tmdres^ with &e father 
of ^ faithfial, as ^ prmce wHh his &voci|r* 
h«, * a friend- Wi^;hia confident. 

Sa^h and Ag^r, Isaac and Rcbekah, ha4 
their divine mai^ii^mtions ; but those d 
Jacdb des^H^ xSnr partici^ attMtf on; 
When he fled to 8fi4a from Avlace 6f hi< 
bfotlHHf Esim, mShxy desdate i» a« SiM'f 
baring onhr a heap of atoned far Ini |tf low; 
the fb^of nB «onsotadfis) $^i^^mdmJS6mi 
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^"^imd behold di6 IiOrd sto^dltbovt limmf^s* 
terious ladder, on which the angeU pf Go4 
i^cended, anddcscendedyaodftaid, l^m the 
Lord-^-rbebold, i am withthee^and will jcc^ 
thee in aU places^ tvhi^her tbou goest; AM 
JacobcaBed that place Bethel, ^e house ol 
Gody and liht^ gaie<^1ieayeirj" a& if.hfi had 
granted to iQtimate5 no one^^ver .found tip 
gaite of heaven, hut. by a numif^tsatioii of 
Chnst, who b alone the way to the leather, 
add the door into gkiry. Whea the ssmit; 
patmrchretiumed lO{Catuis»i, amd wad left 
fkme one iiight, there wrestled a man with 
hior tiH die breaking of the day. And wh^a 
this ^^xtraordioaiy person said^ ^^ liet me goi 
for the day breal^th ;: he replied, I wili.not 
let thee go^^jonless thou, bless me i'' SQ|d he 
blessed htm there, acknQwledgmgtth^ he 
had powe;r with inan and God, even mith 
hhii> wh^ nsune |s £mmanuel, Giod y^i^ 
xm. " Attti* Jaq^ «»lled the ii^tme of the 
place Pei)%l (the/ace of God) for hft siodl 
ha^'e seen Ciod ^ee iU> face, and my 4if<K is 
tjce^etved." The design irf Ais jawiifeiKta- 
tionr.was tnerely to strettgthi^ hkjEkithyan4 
ire leom from it, that ^e children ^ifi^thn 
fol lAbrahflffll wrestl^.4^ 0^^!* wi^ the 
f^l3!d-msMDs a^' Jacob iiid; uU they p^frva^t 
^(Bd'^-btes9@dasJ!M:.w^ _: - . 
'JftpM waft fa»§tii«d^witb.^l^^&g:l««i 



" Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



mam&tlattom^flomeliiiies as pHme-tninit* 

Cc^r of the King of the Jews, and at other 
times tmly a» a oomnKm believer. "There 
appeared tQ \ him, in the wildemesa erf 
ncKnint Sin^i, the angel of the LGa*d in a 
flame of ^re in a bush; and vrhen Moses 
-saw it,jhe drew near, and the voice of the 
Xord came uiitio him 'sayWig, I am^the God 
of thy fathers," &c** Many p^rtoojc erf a 
sight equally glorious: ♦* Moses, Aju*ot|, 
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the^eM- 
ets of. Israel went up and^AW the God of 
Israel^ and there was undt^his feet as it 
^were a paved work of sapphire siqne, and 
as it wexic of die body of heaven in bis clear-* 
-ness ; and upon the nobles of the children ' 
Qf Israel he laid not his hand ; also they 
s AW God^and did eat and drink."t " B^- 
hold,'- said Mosda^ upon this ocxasidn, " the 
XiOrd our God hath showed us his glory, 
and we hare heard his voice out of th& 
midst of the fire, and weiiave seen tfcis dajr, 
that God doth tajfc with man and he Uvetk"^ 
Ail Israel shared sometimes in the g^o- 
rious.matufe5Catk>nf They alldrank of that 
spiritual roek that followed theQi, says Bt* 
Paul, and that rock was Christ. The cioud 
. of the liord was upon tl^ tabernacle by day, 

* Acts vil sa iZK.x%i9. 10,1%, t Bent. V. 24« 
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il4# 8BimTUAi.3fA3qElurrATKn^. 

99fB the Jewish IniftcmaBt- ^^ lire ws^ 
upon it by night, in the si^t of all the. 
house of IsraeL ^^ It came to pass as Mo^ 
tics entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy 
pillar descended^ and stood at the door of' 
^e tabenmcle, and the Ijord talked with 
Moses, and all the p^ple saw the dottd/ 
^tlUo*, and rose up and worshipped every, 
mkn in the door of his teat. And the Lord 
9pake to Hosetf face to face, as a man 
speaketh to his .friend. ^'"^ 80 indulgent 
was Eaainanuel to him, diat when he said, 
♦* I beseech thee show me thy glory, the 
Lord answered, I will make all my good^ 
Hcss pass before diee; but thou canst 
not see my face (widiout some veil) and 
Hye. And (Oh astonishing condescension!) 
the Ijord descended in the cloud, and stood 
with him. and proclsumed the name of the 
liord." Jehovim, Jesus passed before him», 
and proclaimed Jehov^di, Jehovah, i. t^ 
revealed to him th6 Father and the Holy 
Qhost one merciful God together with him- 
self < And Moses made haste, bowed ^is 
head towards the earth and worshippecL 
These displays of divine goodness ai^l glory 
left a divine impression on the countenance 
of the man of God ; his face shone so tran- 
sctndently glorious, that the childrea of 
♦ Ex. xtxiil 9. 
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SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION. 14^ 

Isi'ael were ajFATd to comeVijjh hin^ ; mi 
lie was" obliged to. put a veil Upon it, before 
he could converse with them. Though 
thrs appears very extraordinary, the apos- 
tles inform us, that what happened to the 
coiinter^ance of Moses, happens to the souls 
of all believers. By faith they behold the 
liord through the glass of gospel promises, 
and beholding }iim they are made partakers 
of the divine nature; — ^they are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory. 
* Joshua, Moses's successor, was blessed 
v^ixK many such manifestations, each of 
!which conveyed to him new degrees of 
CQurageiand wisdom. To instance in one 
only : " When he was by Jericho, he lift 
v^ his eyes and looked^ and behold* there 
stood a man over against him, with hi« 
sword drawn in his hand. And Joshua, 
went to him, and, said. Art thou for us, or 
for our adversaries ? And he said, nay, but 
as 'Captain of the Lord's host am 1 come* 
^And Joshua (sensible it was Jehovah) fell 
on his face to the earth, worshipped, and 
said to him, What says my Lord to his 
jSeryant? And the Captain of the Iiord's 
host said to Joshua, X^ose thy shoe from 
off diy foot, for tW place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground; and Joshua did 
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tig ^numb ^lAioi^ 

iso.^^ Evtipytruediscpvieiyof C3^ 
» aimUar effect. It Immbles the ^ner,im<^ 
makes him woiship |a the Auau He sect 
)tDUiies8 to the Lprd writtea uma evei^ 
Kurrotmding objea : be is loosecl licom earm 
jmd earthly thuogs, and the towenng waBs 
of ^ki fall before faiitt, as those of Jericho, 
soon after this numifestation) did before 
Jodiua^ 

When that chief was dead^ the saiw 
lie^venly Person, called the angel of tbe 
titford, came from Gilgal to Bochim and 
i$pake such words to all the children id 
Israel, that the , people were, universal^ 
.melted; they lift up their voice, wepjt, s^ 
sacrificed*! Nothing can so effectua% 
tnake sinners relent as a sight of him whokn 

^.tjiey have pierced. When thqr have ;i^ 
whatever mace :they ate in, becomes a Bo- 
chim, a vaU^ of teaiis and adpratibm 

Not loi^ after the Lord mani&fitedjiiiKi- 
self to Aeborab) and by the wisdom ^«n^ 
fortitude eofimunicatedtohtr inthatteve* 
latioiiy she w^enabled to <judge Israel, an4 
le^ .despondiij^ Barak to cert^ viQtQqr 

' thittugh nine hundred chariots of iron. 
The coiide8cen3iQn of omr Rmmjwnyl 
aiipearff in a, s^ niqre a^iki^lig^v<'^ w? 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



fMiifoBtfiitfoQ, ^hich h€ TOmdbiafiBd to 
fBdeon^ Tltts mysitonpus '^ Angel of the 
24Qff4 (?&^ ^^ agaiQ called Jehoi^ili) 
f^ame umi.fiat under an oak in Ophrah, ap? 
Ins^ieed io CUdeon and said^^ The Lprd if'^ 
with thee and thou shalt smite the Midian- 
cites as one man. And ^ liord looked 
upon him, (what a courage-intpiring look 
um^iSxhl aa po^erfiil no doubt, a^ that 
-which jfloet cl^Kning l^eter's efe, and darted 
iitpeiitaniie to his neart ,!)< and he said^ Cb 
4ii. thi$ thy mig^t ; have not I 9ent thee i 
And Gideon ssud, Ah^ ! O 3U>rd God, for 
jbecajaae I have seen the angel of the iknrd 
lUce. fp face. And the l4ord said unto hixo^ 
\^t9cc be imto diee, fear not, ;thou ^akoot 
cUe. Thus streng^ned and Qcun£;nteiL 
.faelwlt an altar to Jehovah-Shalom^ aii4 
jth^ewdovuib^ altar of BaaL* Hence we 
Jteam, Aa^ ndien Jesus mamfests himj^ 
inaaiimer, Jo^e £l}s.him with a noble con^ 
*teii^ of Vaal, «n eflSectuat j^oluticm to 
Wak down bis altars^ and a divine ooutm^ 
^to^iafce^off the yoke of the sphntwl Mi- 
idiamtes. 39e iiiq;>atrt8 to him a comfortaUe 
asaurance, tdiat Jthe bitterness of death 19 
! fa^ and diat Jehovah Shakmit Ae God ef 
-1«?W ewa?iJCW«« wr Tpeiwe, ia wi4 hjmif 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



1 ^ spmrruAL maxifestatiox. 

imd the siimer^ ctfnstt^m^d bythe love of 
Christ, gives him his believing heart, and 
offers sacrifices of thanksgiving oq that be^*t 
of altars. Here begins such a free inter- 
cburs^ between the Redeemer and the /re- 
deemed, as We find began between the Lord 
imd Gideon, only of a fei* more spiritual 
and delightful nature. 

Some years after, tii^ same Angel of God 
appeared to Mahoah's wife and ptomised 
her a son. Her husband pfaVed fbr the 
same? manifestation. God hearkened to his 
voice. The heavenly Personage manifest- 
ed himself a second time. Manoah asked . 
him his name, and the " Atigel said to himi, 
Wiy askest thou after my name, seeing ft . 
is a secret:^ I am not yet called ^esus. ' 
iMtandah offered a faumt-pffering, the Angel ; 
received it at his hands : and, while he asf \* 
cehded in the fljtme. of the altar, Manoah'J 
fell on his face to the ground, knew that'^ 
he was the Angel Jehovah, and said to hii.. 
wife. We shall surely die, because we have 
seen God. She comforted him under his 
fears; and the birth of Sampson^ instead, 
tif their d^ath, was the consequence of this 
twofold manifestation. 
* There was a time when Sartmel did not 
yet know the Lord, neither was the. word 
of the Lord, itktr Word wHich was after- 
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war4s loa^fi^sb, ya| r^veol^d unto him, 
^{lie devoted youth worshipped in the dark, 
tUI ^^ the Loird appeared again in ^hiloh^ 
caxn^ stoody and called, Samuel, Samuel; 
for Ae Ijord revealed himself to him there, 
by the Word of the Lord." From th^t 
memorable time, ^^ the JiOrd was with hiin» 
and did let none of his words fall tp the 
ground." The intercourse between God 
and his prophet soon grew tP so great a 
degree, that the sacred historian says, ^^ the 
Lord told him in his ear" what he wanted 
him to b^: informed of^^ 

Davidthad many manifestations ^f Christ, 
and lus i^ardoning loye > and, £ar from sup* 
posing this blessing peculiar to himself as ^' 
prophet,, he declares that " for this every 
one that is godly shall pray to God, whe^ 
he may be found."! He knew his Shep* 
herd's inward voice so well, that, without 
it^ no oi^ward message, though ever, sp 
comfortable, could restore peace tp his. 
troubled mind. When he had been >con- 
vinced qf his crii^s of adultery and niurw 
d<;r, by the close applicatioa of Nathan's 
parable, the prophet ^sured^him the Jjord 
had put aw^ his sin^he should not die* 
-l^hi^ repoi$ would have coQt^ted many of 

/* X 9am. iii. t and is. 15. f Pf-'^^*^- ^ 
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154 SPmrrUAL MANlrfSTATfOJir.- 

out" modem penitents; but ndtMrig'iWrt of 
an iihmcdiatc manifestation.of the forgiving 
Ood, could comfort the royal mouf ner* 
"^Witsh thoU me, says he, and I shall b^ 
clean." Nathan's words, thougli ever sd 
true, cannot do this ; speak thj'self mercifri 
Lord, "make me heai* joy atid^^dftes^^ 
that the bones which thou hast broken may 
rejoice/* 

TExee^ngly remarkable was the revek* 
tion his son Solomon was fafvoured with* 
♦*In Gibcon, where he was gone to sacri- 
fice, the Lord apfpeared uhto him, in a 
dream by night, and God said. Ask what 
lishall givd thee." Consciotis of his giteatest 
want, " he asked an understaiiding heart. 
The speech pleased the Lord, ani- G<jA 
said. Because thou hast asked thiis^hing, I 
haVe done according to thy wott!; k>, ' I 
hstve given it thee ; and that also wb^h 
thou hast not asked, both riches smd^4M>^ 
noiir." Thdugh this promise wks made to 
him ih' a dreiim, he knew ^by-thexhaaage, 
whidi he found in himself^ when he awa- 
ketf,^ and by die powerful evidenccf whkh 
accotapuhJes divine mattifestations, that it 
was a gtorious reality. Fully persi^ded*<tf 
it^ he scrupliead flot to ibffer pfesCce^olTef ing!^ 
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f^d'j^^^ilke a fea^t to aU. his. servants on the 
(^casiq&^« ^ c>r was tbis^the onl^ u<ne 80^ 
iomon was, thus ftivoured. When he had 
huilt the temple, and prayed for a Uesssng 
u^nit, " the JU)rd appeared to him«ase-> 
cond time, as. he had appeared to him in 
Qibeon, a^d said, " I have heard thv pray- 
*r."t. ■ . . . ' . 

Elijah is so famous for the power he had 
to obtain divine manifestations by the pray- 
er of faith^ that St. James, who had seen 
him on the mount with Christ and Moses^ 
proposes him to the church for a pattenvof 
Siuccessful wresding with God. Ai^d >vha 
is the^ Lord God of Elijah, but the God 
^at nianifests himself to his worshippers, 
m opposition to Baal and other false gods, 
frp^i whom neither visits nor answers cfia 
|}e obtained? the Lord answered him by 
iiilE^^ttbe foot of Mount Carmel, andhy 
powers on the top.; and "when he lod^ 
ed in Mftunt Horcb in a <:ave, behold, the 
Wojd of the liord (Jehovah Jesus) camta 
to him and said,, What 4oestdiouJ^ere Eli- 
jah? ..Gp f9rth, stand upon the mount be- 
fore the Lctrd. Afid behold, the Lord pas^ 
ftpjl-by j" ^«tul, in his still small voice eom^ 
forteji, supported,; and direc^ him.:t^ . . 

^ 2 Kirgs iii. f 1 Kings ix. 2s t I Ein^. six. 9. 
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I5ft fflE^lltoUAL MAKIBtStAlftoil. 

Bficaiiih, ah6ther man of God, ^ taw^ 
liOrd sitting on his throne, and all die host 
of heavcin standing by him on his right hand 
and on his left"* Elisha was not only 
blessed with frequent manifestations of the 
Jiord and hid power, but of his heavenly re^ 
tinue also* He saw in an hour of danser, 
^^ the mountain full of horses and chariots 
of fire,** ready to protect him ; and at Us 
fequest, the Lord condescended to open l^s 
i*ervant*8 eyes, that his drooping spirits 
inight revive at the sight-f 

£liphaz, one of Job's friends, related to 
him, that *^ in thoughts from visions of the 
. night, when deep sleep falleth on men, fear 
and trembling came upon him. HieR a 
spirit passed before bis fdce ; it stood s^, 
but he pould not discern, i. e. tlearly dis- 
tinguish the form thereof. An image wa3 
before his face, and he; heard a voice say- 
ing, Shall mortal man be more pure thaii 
God?" As for Job, when he had long con* 
tended -W-ith bis friends; the Lord answer- 
ed him out of the whinwinjcl, and niaimfea- 
ted himself in a manner, to which that good 
man was before a stranger. /^I have heard 
of dice by the hearing of the ear, but now 
mine eye seeth tihee ; wherefore, I abhor 

* 1 Kings xxii. 19, f ^ King* y% if: 
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Sy:^e|f,^«tftd /^^t in dust^ and ;a^$/' 
^^ ^lice we Idarn, that nothing but a disco-, 

:very pf the, Lord can sik nee. th^ vain rea- 

* sonings of .self-rightepi^s plcias and unbe- 
lieving fe^rs : this alone n>akes us to lie in 
deep prostration at our MakerV feiet.* . . 
* St, John inforn^s us,, thj^t Isaiah satv 
Chr.is{'s ^ory, and spake of him^ when he 
described the glorious manifestajtion. In 
^hich lie received a new seal of pardoning 
^tid ^anqtifyini; love. "I saw the Lo^d, 

"says he, '^ittipg jiippiihis throne, high and 
Mfted up ; his train filled the, temple. The 
feeraphims covering their faces with their 
wings, cried one to another, Holy, Holy, 
Holy is tJielibfd of Hosts. rThen said I,' 
wo is me. for I ajn undone,^ because I am 

" i^inan of^ unclean lips ; and x ^well in the 
itiidst of people of unclean lips ; for mine 
eves h^Y.e seen the King, the Lord of 
Itbsts. 'ITibn flew one of the Seraphims^ 
^hd touching me with a live coal from bjt 
the altar, he said, Thine iniquity is. taken ir 
way and thy sin purged."* Many never wit- 
ness the fbregtveness of their sins, till they 

^ see by faith the .Lord of Hosts, and are 
melted Into repentance, and inflamed with 

;love at the glorious sight. Isaiali not only 



• I»a. VI, 1. &c. 
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b'ehelid fckff^t'4 glor^S but was tfessdd Wi^ 
the clearest vie\Vs of his sufierifigs. He 
sstw him as ^^arrian of sorfoV^. and ac- 
quainted with griefs ;" and /asked him, 
•*Why he was red in his appairel, and his 
garments l&e him that tteadeth the wine 
Vat ?^* These Teveiatidris were not only cat- 
cdiated for ihe good of the Church, but^- 
50 for the Establishment of the prophetV 

* I shall hot itientioii those of Ezekiel ; 
<hey are s6 nutheiibus^ that a particular aq- 
coifpt of them wotild aldne fill a l^er. ; I 
?efer you Co the book itself. ^eremiaH^ 
Sj^eaking oJf 'Gfod*s' people isays, in ekpress 
ic^ritisv The' J^6rd hath ajxpeared of ' oldi 
tmtoSne 6ayiijg, ** Yea,' I haye loVed ^hee 
with' an everlaking love; therefore with 
Roving kindtiess have J drawn thee." Da- 
niel enjoyed the same favour. ."He saw 
j^he ancient of days, and one like the son of 
ihan coniiti^ with the cloUdis of heaven." 
We may naturally suppose, that Daniel's 
fhree companions, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
' Abednego, were sensible of their heaveriy 
^ deliverer's presence. They were mbr^ con- 
cerned in the discovery thiin Nebuchadnez- 
iar, who cried oUt, " Lo, I ace four men 
loose, walking in the. midst of the fire, and 
the form of the fimth iis like the Son of 
Ood." 
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..^Zt wpuld be absurd to suppose^ t)lat thfj 
t^'ser prophets, aiid other men of Gpd, to 
whom the 'ivord of the Lord came, had.nq' 
disqovery of the Lor^ himself, the cssen? 
tial word. If some display of his pres^ce 
ted not attended their ^v^ revelation, 
^ight they not have saici^ "ll^us says m^ 
warm imagination^-^thus says my enthusir 
astic brain, IpIs well as, Thus says th^ liord ? 
From the Variety and authenticity of thesg 
manifestations left upon sacred record, J| 
tbncfude, that the doctrine I mainuin, fa^ 
froqi b^ing new and un3criptural, is sup- 
ported by the experiences of Ood's chijdi^ 
lor. 3600 years, viz. from the creation ^JT 
t^ie world till the close pi the Old I'estaiT 
ment. 

With respect to what is extraorditnary^ 
as to the design, arid barely external, as.tp 
the circumstances of some of these inanj^ 
, fcsmions, I refer you to the distinictions I 
inade on ^hat subject in my second letter. 
Sliould you object, that the contents of this 
prove only, that God favoured the Patri- 
.arphs and Jews with immediate revelatjoof 
of hinfiself, because they had neither 4^^ 
gqspel nor the scriptures ; I answer, 

\l. The gospel was preached to them, a$ 

well as to us. TTb.e Patri?irchs had trajlit^on, 

..Wfich answered the end of th? fcriptuifg. 
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160 Smif UAL MANtfEStATiOK. 

in their day. THe Jews, in tht time of jlie 
judges, had not only traditioh, but a coni^t* 
derable jpwalt of the. scriptures, even all the"^ 
writings of Moses. Undef the iings» they' 
had <he Pisjtlms, Job, Ecclesiastes, the Pro- 
verbs, and a thousand and five songs of So* 
l^omon, one of which only h^s been han^^d 
down/to our times, ^fhey had also; the 
bdok of Nathjln the prdphet, the ^roph^cy 
of Ahijah the Shilonite, and the visions of 
Iddo the seer, which are now lost. These 
amtained the substance of the Bible. , 
"*• 2. When the Lord answered Saul nd 
^ore, neithet by prophets^ nor by dreams, 
the reaspn assigned for it by the Holy 
Ghost is, not that the canon of scripture 
was filled, and tliere. was no nipre occasiotl 
fdr imi?aediate revelations ; batthat the I^ord 
Ssi^as departed from him, and was become' 
Jiis etiemy. 

3. David, who had thd honour of beiiig 
a' sacred writer himself, after his relapse 
?nto sin, could not be satisfied lyith the* 
Psalms he had penned down, but mourned,* 
prayed, and watered his bed with his tears, 
inconsolable till the Lord immediately re- 
vealed his pardoning love, and said to his 
»cmt, I ^^ thy salvation. 
• 4. If,'bfecause we have the letter of scrip- 
tXxni, we miist be deprived of all immedi- 
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g^ im^lMfestatiQW of Christ ^nd his Spirit, 
^^ are |freat Iq&^jrs hy . jhat blessed bpolj^, 
^d we might reasonably say---'* tiCfd bring 
j^. Jback to. the.(liapens^tion oF Moses^ Thy 
^wi$h splints could iormerly cbnyierse 
W^h thee face to fape, but now we can know 
.^ottiijic; of thee, but by their writings. They 
Viewed thy glory in various wonaer(]ul ap- 

f" e^anc^s^ but we are indulged only with 
^ lack lines telliiig us of tjiy gjory. ITiey 
^ha^ tht bright ,Shekinah, and we have only 
obscure descriptions of it. They were bles* 
^d with lively oracles, and we only with a 
<iead letter^ The ark of thy covenant wei^t 
iiefore them, and struck terror into all th^U" 
\,adversaries; but a book, of which our ene* 
, Pdi^s make daily sport, is the only revela- 
tion of thy power among us* They madp 
,'^^ir\bbast pfv Urim and Thummim, and 
received particular /immediate answers from 
,b«^een the. Cherubim; but we have only 
^•^Q^ral ones, by means of Hebrew and 
^ Greek writiiig*,,wjiicb many donotunder- 
^^gtand. They conversed familiarly with Mo- 
^^es, their mediator, with Aaron their high 
priest^ mid Samud their prophet ; these ho- 
1k meip^ gay^ them, unerring' directions in 
doubtfulj cases ; but, alas I the apostles an4 
impired men aoe all dead« and, thou Jesus, 
our lMUdiat»r, .JPrjest, and jfrophet,, canst 
o 2 
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*Wot be consulted to any purpose, fbi^ ^ou 
tnaniCestest thyself no more* ^ As for thy 
*sa(ied book, thou Tcnowest, that sometimes 
the w^t of moriey to piirbhase itjthe^wsuoSt 
of learning to consult the original, the wait 
of wisdom to understand the translation^ 
the wan^ of skill or sight to read it, prevent 
our improving it to the best advantage, atid 
keep some from reaping any benefit from 
it at all. O Lord, if, because we have this 
blessed picture of thee, we must have no 
discovery of the glorious original, hart 
compassion on us, take back thy pirecious 
book^ and impart thy more precions self to 
us, as thou didst to thy ancient people;'' 

5. St. Paul declares, that though t^e M(J- 
saic dispensation was glorious, that of Chtlst 
exceeds it in glory. But if dhrist revealed 
himself immediately to the Jews, and to 
Christians only mediately, by the letter of 
a book, it is plain, the apo&tle was Itiiittf* 
ken ; for no one can deny, it is farmSte 
glorious to see the light of God'5 counte- 
nance and hear his voice, tiian inerely to 
'read something about them in a book. 

. 6. iTiat particular manifestations of C3brist, 
'far from ceasing with the Jewish, have in- 
*crea^d ih brightness atid'^iritualityundel* 
theCWstian|iispensatioti,lFsHaircndeavour 
^ prote in my next. 1 am^ ^ir,* &c. ' 
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Jl|4)«ife9tetiivisaf ClurWtybave increased in bri|fhtn«f9 
/ and spirituality under the Christian dispensation. 

ApeORDING to my promise, I shsiH 
•now pfove, that the New Testament a- 
l)0(unas,-«8 well as the Old, with accounts of 
'particulat revelations of the Son of God. 

Before his birth, he manifested himself to 
idie blessted virgin, by the overshadowing 
pbwcr of the Holy (Shost. She rejoiced 

' in God her Saviour, and glorified more, in 
-having him revealed as God in her soul, 

' Aim in fiiiding him conceived as man in 
her womb.' Soon aftei* Joseph, her hus- 
band, was assuried in a heavenly dream, 
that Ae child she bore ivas Emmanuel, 
€k>d with us. He revealed himself next to 
fmizabeth. Wh6n she heard the salutation 
«rf Maiy, she was filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and made sensible, thiit the virgin was the 
inoflief bf her Lord. 86 powemil was this 
mai^Efestation, that her unborn son was af- 
fected by it— The babe leaped in her Wbmb 

. for jbf, and was filled with th6 Holy Ghost 
even from his modier% womb* * 
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So important is a particular knowIe%e 
<tf Jeaus, that an angel directed dbe shep- 
herds, and a milraculous star the wise meo^; 
to the place, wtfereii wa8\bom : and Uiere> 
the Holy Ghost so revealed him to their 
^»art$^ that they hesitaled hot to ^6riA% 
the seemingly despicable infant, as the ma- 
jestic God, whom-the heaven <)f heavens 
cannot contain* , :t'^'V\\^ 

Simeon v^o waited ^or the cjf^ol^^Q^ 
of Israel, tad. it r^e^ed to h^ w tK^ 
Ho^y Ghost, that he should not «C€ dte«th,- 
(before J|[ie had seen the Lord's Christ. The - 
prpmise \^as ^ulfiU^d ; and wl^^e liis bpdU^ 
eyes discovered nothing but a pc^r infant, 
presented without pomp in the teippie, hj^ 
spiritual eyes perceived him to bethe Hgbt 
,af Israel, and jthe salvation of Gp<L Noc 
was this extraordinary favour grafted onlf * 
to Simeon ; fori it is written, ,all fl^^h^ 
see the salvation of God ; and ^U Ii^ke \v^' 
forms us, that Anna partook of ihj^ js^igbt 
with the old Israelite,, gaye.'^ai^s 'to h^r 
new bom Lord,, and spake of him to s^ 
that waited for redemption in Jerusal^m« 

When he entered upon his miijistry< h^ 
.first tmanifested himself to his forerunne^^- 
** I kneV him not'* p^jrsonally^ 9ai4 John j 
** but be l^.sent me to baptize with water^ 
said unto mC) Upo^ wj^^ ;^o^j shalt^see 
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die spirit idescehding, and "* remaining oti 
liiM, die ftame is he, who t)apti2:^s With the 
Mdljr Ohost. And I saw, ahd b^ar record, 
that this fa the Son of God; Ihel^amb/riiat 
take^ away ^he sins of the world."' ^^ 

Jesus had tnanifested himselF spirituklly 
to Nathamerurtder the fig tree; and thd 
JitMiest Israelite^ being reminded of that 
divine favbur, confessed the author of it ,i 
KaW)iv9aid he, thou art the Son of God, 
ihou art the King of Israel. ' Our Lord 
pteised with hb ready confession, promised 
ihat he should see greater things, enjoy 
ferighter manifestations^ than these; that 
he should even see heaven op6n, and the 
togel^ of God s^cending and descending 
iipon the Son of man. \ 

The bare t)tttivard sig^t of oiir Saviour's 
pe^ion and miracles radier confounded than 
converted the beholders. What glorious 
beams of his 'Godhead pierced through the 
veil of hii'mean appearances, when, with 
anpreme authority, ne turned the buyers 
OTd Sellers out t)f the temple: Wheti he en- 
tered' Jerusalem in triumph, and all the 
.city was moved, sa3ring^ Who its this ? And 
-when he said to tfiose who apt>rehended 
lihn^. I am HE, -aiid they went backward, 
tod feH to the grotftid ! Ifeverthekss, Nve do 
iaot find, that oiie person was ble^ed with 
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jhc s^y'vp^ knQ>vJedge qf him^ op any df 
tliese solema occasions. UTic people <M Oat- 
iJee i^ most of him, and yet fe^^^ leJujf 
in him, ^' ^Vliat wisdom k this^ which is 




t^ey were ofended at. himi." ^ome wei* 
CYpn so far as to ascribe his miracjes to^ ^ 
diabolical power, affirming, that he cas:t ouf 
lievils Jby Belzetuli tfeq pnnce of' the deyi^ 
fience it appears, th^t if lie h^ not in soneie 
degree, revealejd himself to the bgdrtsofii^ 
disciples, when he s^d to them^ Follow me^ 
they would neyer h^ye forsaken all immj^* 
diately and followedi hinu H^nianiiested 
forth his glory, says St. John, ^d his di^ 
tiples believed onixim,; andl yet^ when the 
nia^ifestation was chiefly ext£rnaly how 
we?^ was the effect it produced eren upoifi 
tJiemt How was oiA* Lord, after all, olJigr 
ed to upbraid them with their iinhelief^thenr 
little faith, «nd, on a particular pccasio^ 
with their having no faith? If we know^ 
saviiigly, t]bat Jesus is God with us, jG[esh 
and bloods !• e* mere man with all his be^ 
powers, ha^ not reveajed' this to .us, bgt 
our Father, wlv^ is in heaven* As np |xifif 
Icf^o.weth the Fathejr s^v^ the Sc«i and hpt? 
w^h^m the fen wi^ reyieal ]^ 
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fcipwl^ tke Son l^ut1thVlF*atfier, atili! he tf 
^Hoii;! Ihe'^j^irit proceed^hg from the Fa- 
&tr does reveal fciim. F^f tio in^cMskv^ 
ingly say, that Jesus is Jehovah, the tofdi 
fcut by the Hbly Ghost : and .h^, ihathaih 
seen'me, by tolls dmpe teV^l^ti6h, says Je- 
si|8^. hath seen the 'FatKelf^ ilso ]; W I ^ixd 
the t'ather are ohe. - . . ^^ 

/ S[ad not ourXdrd i*ev^kd hlhiself in a 

fi:ulidr manner to sinner^,, no one Would 
ve, suspected him to be^God ih!anifest ih 
the flesh. /XiU be discovers himself, as hd 
jdoes not J VntlD the wotld, he hath no foriti 
j&or coiheliness, s^ys Isaiah, and Vhfeh we 
iee him, there is ho Seauty in him, that wfe 
should desire him ; we hide as it were ouir 
Ikcfes' frbm him ; he is despised^ and wiB 
esteem him not. lie was Obliged to say to 
*the woman of Samaria, I that speak to 
<hee am he; and to say it with a powet 
that penetrated her heart, biefore ,she could 
bjelieve with her heart u^to righteousness* 
.Then, indeed, divinely wrought upon, she 
tata and invited her neighbours to draw liv- 
ing Water out of the Well of salvation she 
had so happily foutxl. 

if our Lord had not called 'Zaccheus m- 
'^ardfy a^ well as outwardly i if he h^d not 
'^acle him come down from the pinnacle (st 
]^audKO»ture, as well a$ £ropi thf syc^mor^. 
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tree; if he had not honoured his *«irrwi A* 
hU spirkyiily^, he did his house iirith Tils 
bodily fresence; the ricK publican woujd ne- 
ver have received him gladljr, nor would 
tt^e Jdord hi^ye said. This day; is salvatibxv 
come to thy house, forasmuch as thou art 
a son of faithful Abraham. 

Salvation did not enter into the heart of 
9imon, w\io admitted ouir Lord to his house 
and table, as well as Zaccheus, The penir 
tjent woman, who kissed his feet, and washsi' 
ed them with her tears, obtained the bless- 
inffy which the self-righteous Pharisee de- 
spised. It was to her^ontrite spirit, and nor 
to his callous heart, that the Lord revealed; 
himself, as the pardoning God. ; , \. / 
f The blind man, restored to his boAly 
sight, knew not hislieavenly benefiictoi-, till 
a second and greater miracle was wrought 
upon the e^ps of his blind understanding;. 
When Jesus found him, some time after he 
was cured, he said to him, " Doestthou be- 
lieve on the Son of God ? He answered,. 
Who is he Lord, that I might believe on 
him ?" And Jesus, opening the eyes of his 
mind) and manifesting himself to him^ aa he 
does not unto the world, said, " Thou hast 
both seen him^' and it is he that talketh with 
thee,'* Then, and not till then, he could say 
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ffOfCL tfi^ heart, Lord, I believe, and he wor- 
^mped him. 

/ Both the thieves, who were crucified with . 
Ifim, heard his prayers and strong cries; " 
bodii saw his patience and his meekness, his 
wounds and his blood. One continued to 
make sport of his suiFerings, as though ht 
l^ad been a worse malefactor than himself; 
while the other, blessed with ^ internai 
revelation of his godhead) implored his mer- 
cy, trusted him with his soul, and confes- 
sed him to be the King of glory, at the very 
moment, when he hung tortured and dying 
as the basest of slaves. 

St. Peter speaks so highly of the m^i- 
festation, with which he and the two sorts 
of Zebedee were favoured on ihouiit Tabor, 
that we ought not to pass over it ifi silence. 
They saw the kingdom of God coming with 
power ; they beheld flie king in his beauty. 
" His face did shine like the sun, and his 
raiment became white as, light; a bright 
cloud overshadowed him, and behold, a 
voice out of the doud, which said^ This is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleas- 
ed ; hear ye him.'^ 

'Nor did our Lord reveal himself lefes 
^ter his resurrection. Mary sought hihi 
at the grave with .tears. As she turned her- 
self, she sa\V'him standing, but knew not 
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that it was Jesiis. lie said unto her, Why 

^iWeepestthpu?, Whom seekcst thoVi ? She, 

supposing him to be the gardener, enquiry 

aftor the object of her love i until Jesus, 

calling her by her liame, manifested hiift- 

. §jelf to, Her as alive froni the dead. Then 

she pried out, Afaster ! and iii her tran^- 

» port, would have taken her old place at his 

feet..,, ^ , ' * '^ 

With equal condescension he appeared 
tp Simon, that he might notf'be swallowed 
, ijp with . overmuch sorrow. True mourj- 
^ers in Sion weep, some for an absent God, 
_as Maryf pthefSr fof their sins as Peter; 
^ and they will not be comforted, nd not by 
angels $ but only by him, who is nigh to 
all chat call upon him, and is health to those 
, that are broken insheait. He, that appear- 
ed first to weeping: Mary, and next to soi*- 
^ rowiM IPeter, ^will isbortjy visit thehi wifh 
. his salvation. " He is alread[y with them, as 
, he was with Mary, though they kiiow it 
. not J and he will soon be in them the sure 
^^4 comfortable hope of glory. . 

This observation is farfher confirfaaed!)}' 

, the experience of the iwo disciples, who 

^ walked tQ Emmaus, and were sad. Jes4s 

J drew nqar, joined and comforted them. He 

made dieir/ hearts to burn within them 
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while he talked with them by the way, and 
Cffeiifid to them the scriptures.* Biit stilj' 
their'eyes were held, that they shoUld n6t 
know him; before they were prepared foi*' 
the overwhelming favour. And it was not' 
until he sat at meat with them, that their 
eyes ^ere opened, and they knew him in 
the ^breaking of bread- By a fatal mistake, 
mwy professors in our day rest satisfied 
with what did not satisfy the two disciples;' 
'rhey uhderistood the Scriptures, their 
Hearts bjirptwitji love and joy; Jesiis wa^ 
with them, biit they knew him Aot, uiitit 
t^ie happy moment, when he fully opened , 
the eye of their faith, and poured the light 
of Ms countenance on their ravished spirits f 
Iptappy, those, who, like them, constrain an 
upkiV>^A J^^^s by mighty prayers to tarry 
with them, until the veil is taken away from 
tJxeir.hearts an^^thiey know in whom they 
haye helievcd ! 

Frequent were the manifestatioi^s of 
Jesus to his disciples before bis, ascensijoii. 
A,n ap^el^ appeared to two of the , holy 
m,ou^>ers, ana said tp them, " Fear npt ; for 
jrkpow, thaj^ ye seek ^J^sus who was cruci- 
f^^ed. He js ri^en froin the dead.' 4^s they 

* This fnimiff^^xpmsBen the emttmm of the hearty 

wliicti iillthisdav, is /e!^ irt bdicvcfs.'' ' .f' 
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ran with fear and great joy to tell his dis- 
ciples, Jesus met them saying. All bait ! 
and they came, held him by the; feet, and 
worshipped him." The same day in the. 
eyening, when the doors were shut where 
the disciples were assembled for fear of tHe 
Jews, came Jesus, and stood in the midst. 
They were terrified, but with his wonted 

rdnes^ he said, Peace be unto you ! jtle 
wed them his hands and his feet ; ate 
with them as he had done of old with Abra-, 
ham; and, to testif)^ an inward manifesta- 
tion ofthe Holy Ghost, which he imparted 
to them, breathed upon them, as his Spirit 
Ijreathed upon their minds : aiid thus he 
ppenecl their understandings, that they 
might understand the scriptures. Out of 
condescension to Thomas* he shoWfed Iiim- 
selt to t^ieni a second time^ iii the like man- 
ner J and a third time at the sea of ^JTlb^-; 
rias : and afterwards he was se^n of above 
live hundred brethren at orice. ^ . / ^ 
You wil| perhaps say^ Sir, that' these* 
manifestations. ceased ly^ien Christ was as- 
cended to heaven. .This Is true with re- 
speci to th^ manifestation of a Body of such 
gross flesh arid blood, ds maj^ he* touched 
with n>aterial hands. In this sense believ- 
ers know Christj after the flesh no there. 
Our Lord, by his gentle reproof to Thomas, 
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discpuntenanced our looking for carnal 
manifestations of his person, and I have 
declared kgain and again, that they are not 
what I contend for. 

Biit, that spiritual manifestations of 
diri&t ceased at his ascension is what t 
must deny, if I receive the scripture. On 
th« contrary they became more frequent. 
Three thousand were pricked to the heart 
on the day of Pentecost, and felt their need 
of a visit from the heaveiily Physician. He 
thpn came revealed in the power of hi^ 
Spirit, with whom he is one. They receivj- 
ed the gift of the IJoly Ghost, whose office 
It is to manifest the Son» For the promise 
was unto them and their children, and to 
^a^ many, as the Lord our God shall call ; 
^ witness the last wbrds of Christ in St. Mat- 
thew's gospel, Lo, I am with you always, 
even urito the end of the world, 
\ Tim^ would fail me to tell of the five 
'thousand converted some days after, of 
Cornelius and his household, Lydia aiid 
her Jiousehold; in a word, of all who were 
truly broug^ht to Christ in the first age of 
Christianity. " The Lord opened their 
hearts. The Holy Ghost fell upon them; 
and they walked m his comforts. Christ 
was evidently. set forth crucified before 
their: spiritual eyes. He dwelt in their 
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hearts by faith; they lived not, biit-Christ 
lived ia them." They agfced iu spying, 
with St. Paul, If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, by whom he is savingly 
Icnown, he is hone of his. 

Stephen's experience is alone sufficient 
to decide the point. When brought before 
the council they all s^w his face, as it had 
been die face of an angel. Being full* of 
the Holy Grhost, he wrought no miracle, 
he spake no new tongue j but *' looked. 
Bteaclfasdy up into heaven, and saw the, 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God; and said, Behold, I see 
the heavens opened and the Son of man 
standing on the right hand of God.*^ Thla 
manifestation was calculated only for Ae 
private encouragement and comfort of the 
'pious Deacon. It answered no other end, 
but to enrage the Jews and make ^b&m 
account him a greater blasphemer and , a 
yilder enthusiast, than they did before, 
Accordingly they cried aloud, stopped their 
Ws, ran upon hini, cast him out of the 
•city, ^d stoned him ; while Stephen under 
the powerful influence of the manifestation, 
kneeled down^ called upon God, saying, 
liordj Jesus receive my spirit, and lay not 
this sin to the;ir ch^ge. Hence we learn, 
lirst, that nothing' appesmi so absurd and 
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wicied to Pharisees and formalists^ as the 
doctrine I maintain. They lose all patience^ 
When they hear that Christ really manifests 
himself to his servants. No blasphemy Hie 
this in the account of those, who are wise, 
' learned and prudent in their own eyes.* 
Secondly, that the most exalted saints need 
Sl fresh manifestation of the glory, love, and 
presence of Christ, that they may depart 
this life in the triumph of faith.' 

If you object, that Stephen was thus fa- 
voured, because he was about to suffer for 
Christ, and, that it would be great presump- 
tion to expect the like support, I reply, m 
die five following observations. 1 . We arp 
called to suffer for Christ as well as Ste{)hen, 
^though perhaps not in the same manner and 
degree. 2. We often need as much support 
.from Christ, to stand against the Children 
€>f men that are set on fire,.whose teeth are 
spears and arrows, and their tongues a 
ishaf-p sword ; and to quench the fiery darts 
t)f the devil, as the martyr did to stand a 
shower of stones.' 3. It is perhaps as hard 
to be racked with the gout, or to bum sev- 
eral days in a fever on a sick bed, as you 
or I may ht forced to do, as to be for a few 

V** Kfeader, if this iappeai' so to tlieei thou hast he^d 
4f bc«e* teachmg. ' . * > ,* : . r 
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minutes with Shadrach and hi& companions 
in a burning furnace, or to feel for a fleet- 
ing moment the anguish of bruised flesh 
and a fractured skuU» with pur triumphaiit 
inartyr. No one knows,, what pangs of body 
and agonies of soiil may accompany him 
through the valley of the shadow of deadj. 
If our Lord, himself was not above hoin^ 
strengthened by an angel that appeared to 
him vrom heaven, surely it is no enthusiasm 
to say^ that such feeble creatures as we are^ ' 
Stand in need of a divine manifestation, to 
enable us to fight our last battle manfully, 
and to come off more than conquerors. 4* 
We betray unbelief, if we suppose, that 
Christ cannot do for us what he did for 
Stephen; and we betray our presumption, 
if we say, we warU not the assistance 
which this bold champioi^ stood in n^ed qI. 
5. The language of our church is far differ- 
ent : " Grant," says she, in her collect for 
Aat saint's day, >* Lord, that in all our 
sufferings here on earth ifor the testimony 
,pf thy truths we may steadfastly look up to 
heaven, and, by faith, behold the glory that 
shall be revealed ; and, beimg^Ued with the 
Holy Ghostv may learn to love and bless 
bur persecutors, by the example of thy iir^ 
jmartyr, St. -Stephen, 'whp ffr^y^d for iis 
murderers, ^Oblpssed Jesu9,.,who itjaiicl- 



Digitized by VnOOQl^ 



SPiRlttJiL MAKlPESTAtfoN. yff 

est at the right liarid oif God td succour all" 
those, who suffer for thee.'^ 

You see, Sir^'that I haVe the suffrage of 
the Church of fehgland ; and yours too, if- 
you do not renounte our excellent liturgy i 
so that, if I am an enthusiast for expecting 
Ip be filled with the Holy Gliost, and by' 
faith to behold the glory that shall bfe re-' 
vealed, as well as St. Stephen, I am court-' 
tenanced by a multitude of the best 'i^rtd' 
greatest men in th^ wotld. ^ 

But suppose yoii reject the testimony of 
St., Stephen, and of ail oCir Clergy (when 
iii the desk) touching the reality and the 
nedessi;bjr too of our Ld|d's tnanifesting 
fiin(isdf w' earthy after his ascension into 
l^eaven, receive at least that bf St. Luk^' 
lind St, PauL They 1)0th irtform Us, thit 
** as .iSaut' of* TarsU^ t^irent to Damascus;^ 
tfie Lord;; even Jesus^ appeared Xp him iii 
the way>'' Suddenly there slvone a light 
froni ,he^yen above tlie bi'ightiiess of thfe 
Sim, so 'that he fell to tlie earth, and hear^ 
a voice, sayingj^aul, Saiil, why persefcute^ 
thqii me. ? And he saidVwhb'^r't thou liorrft 
Aud the : Lord s^d, t ;din^ J^sUs, wHotn 
thou per?(^cuteist. ' ^o powerful Was the fef; 
feet of this manifest^ti6n dfChrt^t, t&tt^e. 
sinner i?ras turn^ into a.sain^, 5md the 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



17S smrrUAL MA5IFEST ATIO?^. 

fierce, bla5phemiiiKjp)Brsecutor, into a weep- 
ing, prayiog apostle, 

M[etliinks I he^r you sj^y, True, into an 

S^stle; but are we caUed to be apostles^ 
X), Sir, but we are called to be christians — 
to be converted from sin to holiness, and; 
from the kingdom of darkness to tlie king- 
dom of Qo^s djear Son. St Paul's C€ilL 
to the ap<>stle8hm is nothing to his being 
made a child of God. Judas wa^ a Chris- 
tian by profession^ an apostle by call, and 
sv d^il by nature* And what is Judas i&' 
his own place to the meanest, of God's ^hilr. 
dren?— rtp popr I^azarus, in Abirah^mV 
t^som ? All, who gq ,tp heaven, are first 
turned froit^ darkness^ to light, arii from 
ijic ppwer of 9atan unto Goa* ^)^h tum- 
iflg son^ejtim^ begins by a manifq^t^tion of 
Christ; witness thp authipntic account" of 
Colonel GardnerV conversion, published, 
py his judicioi^s friend Br. Doddridge ; and 
the mor^ authentic one of our apostle's con- 
version, recorded jt);>ree tin^esf by Sit;^ l^uke. 
Ai;d 1 dare advance iipon the authority of 
oae gfcater thi^ St. J^^ke, that 72b one's 
<;onyersio];i ^yer^wasicoriipleted without tlip 
revelation of tl\€^'$on of Go4 tphis heart. ^ 
j^f^m t^e vrj^y f"f4^he dioor, pays J^siis, ho 

* Header! Tbelievcst'lhoii tiixs r '* 
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'man Cometh to the Fkther but by me. 

jXjOok unto me, and be ye satred, iEiHye erids 
of the eiirth. Our looking to him for sal- 
vation woulxi beta fts little' purpdse, wais he 
not tb'manifest himself to us, ad our lock- 
ing towards the east for light, if the suta 
were riot to rise up6n us. 

iTie reVeUtion of Christy productive of 
St. Paul's conversion; was riotihe oMy on6 

^ with which the sipbstle tir^ favoured. ***At 
Corinth the Lord endouraged atid spake to 
him in the night by Si'ifision. *B^ not afnlid 

' but spe^ and hold not thy peace t for I ixm 
with thee, and no man shall liurt thee,** fin 
another occasion, to wean him niore from 

' iearth; Christ favoured hiitt with thfe neai> 
eet views of heaven. "I kniew si man in 

' t^hrist, says he, whether in the body or out 
of the body, 1 tiiinot tell, i^ho was caught 
tip into the third heaven itito piar^dise, and 
lieard woMs, which it is' not p^ible for 
map to utter." And he informs u» CSrthei;*, 
that lest he shoidd be exalted above faiei- 
sure through the abundaftte of the' revela- 
tions, a messenger of Satan waS suflfered to 
buffet him. ' When ht hkd been bitjught 
before the Sanhedrim for, J)rt(acliing the 
gospel, St. Luke liifdVttis tis,' that " iJie 
night fblfowfng, the Lordf sftood b;^ Hm, 
^4 siudi be ^ W^ cheer; Paul; tor ts 
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diit fiiessage eflbctosd, aadta Imo^^talri^ 

tfonto those wlio wait ibr him. t 

4^ for the revelkdoiiis of Christ to At.- 
Jolm, tfaeyiwere so manjr, that the bat bode 
of the New Testament b called the Bevela-^ 
tion^ as cbntahniig diieAy ah account of ^ 
diem. ^^I was in tke nfiwit on the Lord^s 
^Y'i sajrsjdie ap6&de; :and I heard b^tmA 
me a great voice, as of a trum^iet sayingy^K 
am the fitst and th^ last. I tbrned to^see, 
the voice, that : spake with me, «id I saw 
one Uke unto the Son of man, dodied w^ 
ar garment down to the foot^ and girt With 
a golden girdle. His head and hair were afi^ 
white as snow, and his eyes as a flame of firei 
his feet like imto £ne brass bmmihg in a. 
furnace, his voice as the sound of .many, 
waters, and his covuftenaiice'-as' die sun 
shining in his strengdi. When I saw hifn^ 
I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid hia 
hand upon me, saying. Fear not, I am the 
first and the last. I am he, that liveth andr 
was de^, and behold, I am alive fol! ever^ 
more ; and have the keys of heU and^deadl. 
Write the things which are and shall be^" 
One of the things, vAiich our Lord com* 
manded John to write, is a most^rtoitf 
^re^miV^^ that he stands at the doorx)f'thcr 
human hearty ready to manifest himself 
even to poor lukewarm liaodicjpans; and 
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tibat,>if .^aay lna& Jbear Jus nrob» ^nd Offftyr^k 
if they are made cooaciotia df.theif nt»di<^ 
Miafiywo aa to open dietr;beat3te by the pi^^rer 
of^fai^ be MalL^m^.iiiV «ml feaset l&^ 

ovisifeujts of ]asUb$aed;B|ikm^^ ^fhgarefy(Bte 
the ^mJbst exftraio^Baryi cu ^1 ^ the ret^-^r 
Aonsv^tMait of Sti^tKohi^ Joq. l^itiof , pot (nd^ 
dh^ms, tbatthe imimfestatioBa of Christn^ 
fiamUel m the )can$9St hi scripture, but al»a 
ffvesk »^pecKi&u^iftandi(MO( to the/oafdinm^ 
]!^eiaJtio]m oC him, ibr #hich I ooaili^adi i 
. Hslyiiig ]diU)y led you • from Oeoesis tm 
BevtdfiitioQS, I codchide by tM^o infe^Bces^' 
V^iith'appear to me uiidmiable. 1^ first, 
thstt itlsf evideat our Iford^befoi^ his incar- 

rm, duxiBif hia^tay on earth, and> after 
aseension into h^ven^ halti been pk^siv 
^^ ftia- varib^ of manners, to injMii£est 
hiQyelf to the ehiklrea of men, both for th6^ 
bekefit^of the CShurch in generals, and && 
tbe conyersion q( sinnexB aixd the ettabli^h- 
Risntof saints in p«iiuci^ar« SecondLyii tjiat 
tiedoctnne^ImaintaifLf i$ as M as, Jdomi 
as mddern as St» John^ the. kfsi of the i«* 
s^ed wriierSi arid as sc^ipturxtlras tke Oid 
aadi Ngw Tes^ammt, whkk is. what it 
tumped- 1& demtfusiraw*^ Sam,:Sir, &c . 
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CONCLUSION. 

SUCH, reader, was the languara^ of that 
gfreat, good, and wise man^ John Fletcher^ 
wh^ he was yet but ^yoxmg man in years^ 
and a child in grace. All his after expert- 
ence^as has been msmifested in his various 
writinfi;s9 tend more and more to convince 
us of me divine realities of all these things* 
Those who are. curious IQ see this subject 
still further extended and enlarged upon, 
may gratify tbejmadlveat in Ac paru^ of 
Bearson " on die Creed"— It conveys a 
death stroke to all empty fprmal Reli|^ioB.* 

The r^der too, will do well to.remem^ 
ber how eloquently botfi Co wper, and Yoimg 
have written upon this subject. The IsUter^ 
as if in bitterness at the Uindne^.and folly 
of his formal-professing readers, exclaims, 

" O^ ye cold-hejurted, frozen /©rwoAf*^* / 
On ntch a theme, 'tis impiov^ to be calm : 
Paamn, is reason-; transport, temper here. 
^I^^l Heav^^ which jrovtf \»b ardour, $aid has shown 
Her own for man eo stron^ly^ not disdaia 
What smooth emollients in Theology, 
1leciimbent-Ftr<7ie'»-downy-d6ctors, preach ; — 
That^r^M of piety, a lukewarm praise f 
(Jlise odours sweet from inoense nmn/lam'd ? 
jDevotion, when IvJeevornti is lAidevoirt i 
But when it glows, its heat. Is struck to Heav'n ; 
To human hearts the golden luivps 'ire struiu^ ; 
Hi^ H«avVs 9ychestra chaunts amen to n]w»*" 
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'4. INTllOlJtICTIOfJf 



.'■ ■ • • ''X 



« * THE ^tfd^« who liaA^b^dwccl hi»«tteAtkHi HxfA 
fiir, ImJii m> doubt, diMSoyere^jthttt the Scriptures 
do reiMy 'teach the do)6#itie of the ^ Manifes^tioft ioif 
the :St)iriV/» and that mrtj CttnVand dc^ ICIww^^that th^ 
Ipive, IhiiMtth the«g«BCf of the'Hol^ehogt,'a«e«kM»ll, 
fi^c^Hhie, inte»oour0c with an itmeen God; ItiMlHir 
oiiiy remauui'^tocdi^nn *Hii!i'doc%]KtMy fojr ttiktlfi^Mr 
^eoiAmee^YAch reaults from the'dtfcIairfttioilB, ^fe- 
^ieaooa, aiid eotilduct of tliofe who h«ve(>lived and 
died under its influence. To'jDutoaie'tlbis inmoik- 
i^'tniliii'tfi^ li^, destth^ «ndgei)»rfd MtittMwiy of 
ChrMliaiware jid d uced^>mftaa^ mtoniifa^fo th«ie;^./ 
ihet iife, renfiorse, and dea^'Oftdistrng^isbed InAd^ 
•re giy^n. Thefiomctf aele«t«d ftrthk purp6M>^«t^ 
6iHEfr;a» Idre mos^ rcmerally knowni> v \As > death signet 
«rri bestealctdatad jto developetlite Teal? chkrkete^ iif 
tfMi^mtov aoNni^iiJoC the-«lUHWBftaysaelMMei)^' alroi^^ 
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hope of heav£n» ttuL $ reml comcioumeia at pPis»^nf 
happinets^ even thoug^ his boefy be in pai$i ; while 
the Deist, if not in miserable ravings, has, at best,' 
a fnUptaoed "heroic want of thought," or an ilUHmed 
affectation of indifierenpe,Jjke Gibbon and Hume; If 
he has not th^sl^' hi UtMei^»if^d^ levity, like Dide- 
rot; or cherishes a vain ostentation, lUce Rosseau.' 
The best actions of the most |4iilosophic Infidek 
have been no more Htmn npaHnf. 

But even granting that tome Deists, thrmigh 
^^ hardest of^ Aeor/," have really encountei^d death 
wiawnit ctontertt ; itiiribfe c6i)(ipari^oii must tiCt^y 
fail, when we challenge Unbelievers to bring one 
il|i|JK^y4^8laii«^Df»aD0ie^iwbd W9» fiivj^jh^lfSf^ to 
4»% that lie might m/^^)0^r;e^r>l,<^ bis ^M^d^<d^ 
^iMi, Christians werseej -'* kris tondej^^'j atoiA v^ 
xc^iye their e9^:^ted . **%immwtal crown.'?' j . Attain, 
,vM<^ w^9c, i^flj thfiionfe haadtf eisMT iQ»teK^^i.lo99 tf 
^l^i|l praatiw«g.the,gt>o^w«»kpi»^iri«i')y^^i^ 
'^^Q^af)Ali ^ nv^e^mk thfl)0«l3is]^hfaidi Mx^J&vmt.r^iml 
.t4(M ito^oit^t>^^^^4^^ s«c49«(inb]rQCftbi9 
XHit ^ppoaadfienita^ ^.>m Imi^Mij^ .^he geem^ 
-th^^al6lmUnftidi5«y, r ..:> , \k ; -J^.. \.,u 
T , 'fW eifideW tijjg^rtsa^tf jA^tJrtes "^hibh ltv«»e*?« 
' .sq^? «slQa.^th^,«Qd^r4taadfei^ snid oonaoieneeftbf 
{4»t4ir<^th4ijPXtta^llsKaliUBmin|r a9^ »'&fnrit,'sr^i9a* 
4wxfk^\i^i^9A^fud^ &^ae'lhiHi^<Ar^^ ? rTh^roia 
A^ Cliiu«e)^)^[)d^tAal» caaiey 'is'rtib6^t^<}M)£*Beiigjhiii^ 
tThose Ni^^ bear ^ii^lje^tiiBiiiy^ ttmt»ih:«Afeio«fcfaB9 
jftyfe^'^Uyioiif « i8 Kt«ia# H B b 8 idte> the^iAa8>«riA«or Jl 
:. •u\'.^^ •:■ :* -^^ 10 .:,t^r;r! r'.-j...'^ ofv ,. '-.it) '>• i;t.,..f. 
- ♦3MTgll,li^6^4hoWe^,^% ci6iiJ^Meml3ap« ' 

<^^ ^^nds- tdtt'fftf^t)n*«te pt^ei^icfe bf i&aA r ''^^"^ 

'Jw'vHv^dHarfttPj^rtT«?»nh^g\im/^6M ■ k ^^ 
»'»^^Vij«g safflivs; #hTig ih«^^=^nift> h^>^ " '/ 
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^ teereii: of 9<vi» and have Hkerefore fw9 sides of* 
companhOSk in themselves, whilst the unregenerate^ 
know only their own,..»9ne dark side. 

Reader* bebdd the followiijcg Examples, and de- 
termine as you shflU answer hereaf^ Before God* 
^hich axe the lives and deaths, you woidd chase to 
be y^iurs.' ^^^ ancient sinner beholding the ways of 
the Righteous, could not forbear to exclaim, « may I 
die the defith of the righteous, and may my last end. 
belike his r' , 
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/ f^emidiji^ in the cqnduct, decla^^aipna^ ^iv^ 
^^^^jui^tiititli^ of Christiana. ./ .-. ,r;n^f 

^''nie cHknibct ^herethe good-m^ft meets his fai^,' 
isi|»f%ilrilie|^i)eyUkLJtte4oM[i]»iMvwa|k ^ 

Of ]MrliK>i^.Ufb^«^if|te,|a the verfo 4>f IvtaY^fi.^ ^ ; 



^ :^>Vljm*^tftdeii^th3ftI^h<nfldftiiritJ . . . 

T)Q4if l.why it is to triumph ; *ti» to join y ^ ^ 




;^09e y/e have koQWif^ ai)d lov*^. Midlwit btlwvi 

. ■ ' who would not die/or this<? 

1^^ ^oiild ^ot diei that they might live forever !** 

BlteV* trotef JANEWAY- f 

..,/ '. ://,. '. -^ .■■.:..: 

I j£! tfyftr^mortal lived the Kfe bf ml^ngai 
upon earth, (says Simpson) Mneviky seemt 
to have been the man. Though he had at 
^m^ea^f^ig^ im th^ toMd of huytftm l^i^- 
im \^md %$y of it,' (th6ugh;he ^^^p. 
wStt, .to '?diap^age it,) **;^. this I.^PWfi 
l»tt4uttg and droM, in* c&iAjituniim #f tbo 
jtofe excellcrit knotvkdge of ChHst, nwd 
^Ijfn. ctWLcifii^d^! Though Hut' yoijhg Mfhwi 
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he died (m 1757,) he had learned nimch, 
and studied deep, in the school of hi« 
adored mastei*. «.DiUi4i%^'&e greater pait 
of his illness he talked a3 if he had bee^ 
m tfee iWrd lieaiiretts : ^Vfeaking btit, feVeiy 
gl&dW' aM then into ■ ectatdes of jojr and 
praise. At One time he s^d : ^^ Cpme 
Iqp^ ^oa % dyws «^%i a^ urond^! 3K«* 
Acre ever i^eateri tindjaesai Werc^theiift 
ever tnoiae ^seftsible ^ naAidfeatatioii^ ^ • ri^ 
grace I Why me, fjord? Why me I Suife 
this is a kin to Hearen; KI w«r«f'iiever 
•to €njby more than this, it were ^41 ^<iWi 
all the torment men and devik cqMlcJ^ip,V4Bnt. 
if this is dyingV difingt is sweets. Chi*iBt*» 
irais, iiis ara41e«,'«md visits r sure tiiey 
would turn hell into h^a^^ii! Olr!~5iat 
you did. but ^et and ^i?/ what I do ! Come 
and behold a dying man, more cheerful 
than eyot/ you] s/tur . a^1^|||^i|| mssa in 
the midst of his sweetest enjoyments! Ah, 
i«hy ^hoiid ^y-of you )>e xo^^i»^iwheti 1 

\\^ ^9per 9Jpp^ to, jthe €;^».«ar«,.aiid «en^ff of men,^ 
Wm<5hTsjna(ie Itnmediatelx^ollowing, by Etalybur- 
^h; IWwls it that ^e'ri of sense, iaiict wr (kai^tjkilo^ 
mphe^ w)tt stindamaredit ^ir^sti»ftDii^'S(iMyt^ 
^ji^rec^ftfl^^ ti gif asjuiie (it, p^ ^is ; hirilfc^lt the b^^ 
and.incfce4,only.« copipe^ei^t j^udgeof its. effect ,and 
'^^efe.'^O- sgv, 'such^lWJh ai^ enthiietOiiifc^tAfindi 
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*- i>AM'^te»Wfefre'hl5 •cHasdlQtftyrt' fie ^lA 
laidfi^fCime let bs Hft^Our vokei in /histi^d 

«i«ftlj^s.£tt^ ^ few Hmi^ I^Hikll be in tt^tr<( 
itiiw;n^iti^lm^ W^s,' and tte 

W% W&e D»ibrl*fcl»all1ifeat-^the ^4U^c^ 
!Mieht tNNl|)Ie i iitd • fee J^ orie*' atwonjjst khtth 

lted^ilW*a,'(eidahii»iiey>Wtt» thocWi^Bu^ 
rt^o|c«iAallA4«^':: '-'. ii-»' i' - ^'''-i 

of jbriiid*dmii%dw, '^llfe e!xpii^<fc^i'^ 

.Yiiiwu '}•. - ' .' «r ^>*'j * - f^' - ': Yn£,rrc 

-r^rvr LrT ^''^'y -q.r;"/) /.vi:r;? .i ^ i^. ....Oij 
P^w^topft of.Bttmkjr, w thftocottegd of ^< 
AmiNifmh&iHi m!l6ir^^<^d >ni iri*2Mti» 

^rd* in ^ bifhoaliefttiQMiliQiijso iftie^tis^ 
'litfi 1rotid# :/^hR)r)^^*^^ AQ.inuch /saiteenfeerf 

fa«irfirei:eiYJ9de^ >}eiy lai^lrwmnijendalom 
tlf i h j fc fitfHP^ sei^rt «Ilo e&^A 1^ he UWi 
in:ib^ i^ > t4mK)«tr i^dh eoiifidencie of rhis 

. SowctQiV iq wSrrf an Abs^ver^eVet onttedins^ue 
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power of faith and gedJ^iii^ It^ li 9^1^0491% 

afray, old^aA jfl^ »jitiWl^fi^ Jfcwjicri^te 
mai^ years under the terrors of deaths 
come, m tl)r^tWWf*fcd*<and i^y iJife 
power of his grace, composedly and with 
j^ \o look 4e9iSli m r^nfecl.lo 9;)^^ir/t 
c«Ud iatbf h0?^;be^^sathttt/]t^Qfi)d^-^ei^^ 

red iWhtdh hailt>l»ia{bft^iiiie isi|'l(»«k r^fl^* 

i*aot,dkrrikhq*t)fvd if»«rridfe«iti»fwl; ImV 
rfooric w*o'flP ft%'ec»wpdsbd/i^ 
niaiTJd ^fe«it cb^l o{%hi«Ni| «i4d^kll^^% 
ttidn>win^pai9?for damartgf^ndi-a^fcii^^fBat 
I bless God, he hath so preserved the little 
jttAfrmeftel^'l^;<^Aftt 1 have^beeh'^^lfe tb 

nie. T am sobef and corapyw4i>**-^^f^ 
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hourji^t whet;bei)the7 will ibeair/^t^isflis a 
tiB$^m^myi4: >TlteJkIcii^o£)thfi(baiiit8 Kanadt 
audMi^iwant «lifr dgifiiMutiii Xoqalaughietl 

msiUdjn htrmidovkkf^ Junsell stiUiiii .tin 

|i«H^l^eiMsedIlQa9bic^ dapped 

. thsm apd <ixpicdlr.-}(>S(iidi Mcfts the etiiA;of;t( 

■.\f li v- -r- ;& i y.-' ■•' f' . ' ;■ t ■■. 'J 
Wii|(tfiii);q)m*te!d^ iv^th ' divine . coi^eolations 
4wdw')i^' hist fuek^sma.Au kvf^ days :hi^ 
(oit iliiaidcath he »a^ )taaf friend, ¥.It;h 
imBOmifalritQ idesilritiQ Ww good Gbd is td 
mii ^EbiaauaEceniQoh'I have ienjoj^ed ihch a 
SDaacfftfiaQ^ck ahirimJt cfimiuuiiiion with C^od) 
iRd;;s«idx4d^^btfaIfn^ hSk 

Misfipce.wid^xanoUoAre t^ mpsdiil, tlkatlt is 
im{K>8$ibl94i»i^.word%;x>ciair^ Jangn^^ 
eifpiws l&m.d 1 1 Ife^^ttjl^d pe^c^afid joy 

tiiVmf>&<64d6i;dktvA;ai30 9(l:abi]ndaii!l^ Jisiib 
xtnder my stat^ and condition the iudsbik^* 
airable m the wo4d« J woiUd not exchange 
my cooditioa with any one.<upoa isardi.^' 

'The^ai9e«fri,end calling upon hjaa a day 
oc tw^ before Ixi^ deafh, he said^ with hands 
» 2 
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19: wtH as by Dr^ Coke ^nd Mr. Mjc^di^ 
^rtietiber We-jregaira Mhrf%^-^' schoTanr j^jfe^ 

more than 60 of which W^ffe^Hiost^li^efiiflly 
%feMo;^t?3qn the^T^^ «ie btee- 

fiUi ^f ^!i:h ^l^^tti^'bis itit by '^^t^i 
*fldh* ^c*^ taborfi,' htr ;ateff'as becaihe his 
siUtiWXitf diaracten ^' When he came, to be 
^i6h4u8« tiying^biyi'/ari^^ so w^dt its to 
be scarce able to spcf^VT^is desire to hti 
friends around him, was, that they should 
*^prayaafflixm^-T tHeii^^W*l.feeMy sang 
•jra praise mv m^ker white Vx^ breatliu ^ 

ttfi^tei^iqm' jbitey Y^^ ^^' ^oMi libt 
^oaaspacj^iiei^Wqdwsad fi fitiiBrds oonslnQns 
bidiifc lAt^t^ itoiiD»niiKkrd«xxU ^uidfitb^ 

^hnrtT'bf .attss, .Gbdd^di «kk> ii«^^;^aiid agn^ 
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God is with iiirl Soon afiter be articula- 
tor 'j# yqn4o''.jif»5^fB»" i»>^ii«3Hra»e<i 

9fl?f^o^^ryeb^t^^nj^P P^tj^Sfe I* 

f>Jjt Jlr- .'n'' l/i-*i .'.v*/ (i*Ht i; r.tttlh i>'h. •-: i,j 

A ttatlve ,«rti %Je«eva, gnavmaoy-yicarRf -> icar 
of MateteyvK^^'^.^Wt^'aiiita^ in 

i>hririibB>M<^Nrid as Jife9iilk^l3».*aoa|eniiKiler. 

iog?itttgiid<?bpe$tTsrfmiiirtioii witbGod,4id. 
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ddisote. hnsol^' Herbeoan^ie the' ibbst^ extras 
MiMarf ekfldnpledf ^m;///2f^. Bj^^iatuirt 

^sfiartk^'\^ior flfidrt^ ihvqug^' tKe» ^ower; of 
jMito gracejtlv&'bflaaRidjiH bttifode^ And 

inr Ae intdst of a crooked and a perverse 
gener^fBfif^ HtSStii'iimt^ tfeem aH a light 

tp^^^Gv. ^r..(^lgj95';Vkaa?igf i'JB^ 
:M^4m^, tojr9aw(e'aotic^of,hb'<Uw9lviW«r* 

Jjb ^*j«h, IP bav^r^jK^ecl ^afedfis^e^bfe 
.^C^t^'Wherf the;las|>r9pt^J^ous dp^^^vi^iic^ 

%t^4 af ji^jyre?:f^^if^ ^e diqi«9 qi^m^\ 
findji^if^^ imp >r^^r&:: with Visi9§§cW 
K^f^n H^ brqkeinto ^ §oi)g ofcholy .t|ri»ii^h» 
.M^](iiqh,lj^gan ^i^,ea(lded,|rit^ the prais^.of 
4h^4!§,\ u»fjatl?iS?ii^Jov^?* cPe; Ji|i>opr^4 
j$x 4^c][^Q d^e js^f^t! mamfestatiqfs I)g : ^if- 
joyic<^ W po.ver-, 

fill for utterance ; and after l99k|n|^ jpex* ' 
jA^essiMe tj|ipg^|jp qfmfei),te^d']xi^elf with 
cWing iipfltt; M)ii^quii4ium> t») celebrate 
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QoreB brftitlyrcoii^cbimi^(^^oinadet|iiatd» 

Bfraice as ^frii&wfiostrBptt^liant lyteti'tt^ 
'V^ith a^Vit^e Sairfiwrnthmmtaki' and iHteft 
'&priv«d[ of ":thd^"po«ber<^-fhftp cimntekanUt 
tiisccy^iud ihkV he* f^vasp^wttlt^ «ngafi«Brfti 

^WfeS<>ae3a to Ae^cfelArr^ed'tti^; ffiB;»^w4i 
imbiif ^tf^most1dc3Sfepick?f*' clferactw 
thfe 'fe^tfeV «<^idty;'mVrfflosi a.eserv^^ 
ilatftite'metnbrt^ prfefeH^^a^for our edifitii- 
im afl& t3hfetiah cfefefe^t,- 'fey J^rl^PtiH^A 
Wh«ii^iy'ldb6ribli^WdM|Rryus^mfc8^^^ 

^coittnt of kiaf s^wjii-cblifili, He coiitd t^ 
joic^ ^M*c }iam^>t»^rfefith; ^f > H6 Wbs^*^ 
bm^ Bfff^fo a frMd-^TKs sick"ber^ 




hfiv^^^rfUy'^la ifiitfife Action; ^^lief 'nfe'i 
,er 'Tmw'^Jo my^Ais^'liitioh thfe^ Ab/^ 
r^irid ^It ckh sdii-d<^lV^T>^-^c^lfed ah*affl}^ 
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303 

Vat kjnniiitt»]^itfitiD.>'^rdmary.raiJc'(m;die 
dmftidkixti Chicfft a . JSis^JcxcesshnQ* labour^ 
j8|pe€di^:fuiiiadvlmt}icQii9tkutioB; mtd he 

dbioluti«ft^.drb«r jitar^ after imuctf {oita&t 

iti^CbcMi^ tie^brokb out no'M&muise m-thift 
fgpm m toi i iii f>mioiii^.»^I hsmk iken up- 
eei tie wings dF:dkBr:chenihim !. Heaven Hasr 
Ui^almanftor Jieai £)|>^]ted ta mel^I shaU 
soon be thtrt S'.-^mlStist dbiy to a friend wha 
0aab to s^iant heaaid^ ivitb a joy inhis 
countefiancelmorr than Wonls C9a>^«itter :w^ 
«^ Oiiad I: sttie^s^ ti apesLk^ I eould teH 
jnii:au)ck nciin^slsIiRould rejwce your very 
aouli'I hayeiiad such views, of heaven! 
ButldonxKit'abU to 81^ more.^ ^ 

., ;-.. .- : .,>!. i •■> •• - --yy 

H^aifcei^flait^dftdio-, asdta be^e^ver is 
the<]^h^ wkh ita^iiidstdisatii^jiibbing truths; 
, When he apprehended hiidisetf tobe mrar 
the close of life, and stood, ^ it were, on 
the brink of th(^ Kfpn^ )Rr|tli fternity full in 
view, he wrote to a friend at a distance to 
j i J i ' :h i>te, wfaati ^rtfre his stedmeaitrfi'dnt 
«tfta mmn^lmu^i 1) I lulve been toit fond^^^ 
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toft 

said hesy^af ?^#agatW|rift^ i#iabt^ 
and elegant that has been penned in oinr 
hiagtmg^'and-beeii'fftcnaiiiriyadM^^ imM 
Ae bSis^Tax^'OrsiftaxdjjBaid: poeti laf laali^Hl^ 
^: but wereLl*Hiovr6iifWi«Dy 'jtodies,' 1 
wmldiisSte teave* off th<l*e^'accoitftpli^ieA 
trifter; i> would t^igptte detighl»ctf natii^d 
<•»• Jik^ttot^ aifci«snBftn]^''aaid ^elc^eii^e^ mA 
deVt>«e dFFf attention tfy> this scti^tto^ . aC 
truth. I wonid fei^^iriik*iinial{xgCTaitft<pyi 
Sidtiitf at ktiy divine 3f^riidi& fi^«isd( S^ 
ihe tot khnw notbing^in ooo^simoniof Jex 
^ €hmt; and biiii nrudfieil'l^ > c j /: > 
J After ttnsy^ iidu^iikia^ds^ ibcfft 

sittttvdareflrviieiBaMir tori]hffm.atH>ut liilnr^^ 
^fHowtbadkfiilaml'fatt^^kcath!; Itrk^« 
psBsage^te tbie IiDtd^;«idc£rfteriof j^tifetnia^ 
fife4<v<;tit iw<4<^me, welodne, Wtlcbntt 
death ! thou tnoyeco^ we& cbeirqeboft^ eU^ 
mong the treasures of the christian ? To 
live is Christ, buTtf l^t^ ^H^m ! Lord, not^ 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to ^sv^Aikii^^dBMx^ 
VKfrd; ^'iniMiJej^s.'hfiire steadi^<^se^ 
dK3^»dlvariij^.'^ '^ • J'-'J '^ ., f.-r*:'' 
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#d for the chbrcl^ aiid*t&e eHf^ ptnof; 
iriio(fe'«dtt£Sition h«d4>eeh niucb imder ike 
^t^^fffe: --»' . ■ - : ■ . ■ -^ 

'^^ ll'oa s^ tbe situation I am in : I ha^ 
jK)t many days to ln^«: 1 am gisicj you havet 
liad an op^^iinityof'^lvitnetMdgthe^;^^ 
qmUty m my last momenta^ * mt it 4s not' 
traaqaiUity smd composure alone 9 it is joy 
aad.-trtunipfa ; it is>€om^«t^ exalmbsNT^^* 
SKs features lAnSieAyhvs voice robe as he^ 
spbke. • " And whence/'- says he^ *«^€be8' 
this exultation spring? — From that bo6l:^' 
pointing to a bible that lay on the table-*^ 
Icom tluu book, loo muCh.Q^glected indeed, 
bat which ccMStains invaluable treasures! 
.^asonses/ of j<^ and rejoicing ! for it mAs&f 
lis certain' tliat this oibrtal shall put on im^ 
mortality." :. 

s GBOTIUS, 

Possessed th^ bi^test gmius ever ^ 
corded of a youth in the learned world, imd 
was a profound adtnirer, dnd a daily rea- 
der, of the sacred writings ; yet after all his; 
attainments, reputation, and labour rn the 
«;^ise of li^armng, he was constrained at last 
l^-cry o^ ^^ Ah ! I Itave consumisd my life 
411 ft UKbpriwis cioiag of nothing t— *>I woulft 
s 
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San EWHeisMCi^l^K. 

pUm integftty dfiJoki Urfck! i ^ r 

' ThU John Urick-iv^ a religpu6 pcM^r- 
man, who spent eight hours of the Asty in. 
prayer, eight Jd labour* anil, but eig^tin 
meak, sleep, and other o^essari^.* r 

j&Dotius had .devoted too much of his. 
time.^ vrorkily: compai^vsecuVir bu^bess^r 
and lesamed trifles'; ceo lin^le to thejQKdrc^e$: 
of th^ closets. /£y sis forsaking the foOn*- 
taini>f living WAterSviJnid hewing; .out m 
ourdelveq -brolfen dstems thsit can hold 0a. 
waiid'* t^'.*» '»—-.'• ■< •-.'-• ^ '( . 

. ■,■■■■■'• •: ■•■'.-• ■■ ■ ■ ■■ • • " ■•■( 
■ !• ■ ■•■ADDISON.' V ;.■.■;.., a-.. 

Wa!8;a very ableiand ttogantadarocatfr/ori 
the bibley in life ahd death. Just b^ofore his; 
departure, having sent for a yoiing noble^-^ 
man nearly related to him, who requested 
to know his dying cpnji^qffd^ — ^his answer 
was—" See in wnat peace a christian can 



^ • Alfr^, kipg of Engkiwdi who, fought fifty^sir 
b^attl^g witji jthejD^nes, m£^ pfwlych wer^ eainefl. 
b^ Ivs own perftopiU. courage find greate^cample, de- 
dicated; wiUi stMct Y>tmctuaUtt, ei)^hl tiourt every* 
day t« acts of dfeVbti(rfi,^fei^ht hoiH^Jto^WWieaffiUW/ 
andks iBanytofilfi0p,.study^ Ind ii^es^ry reA^osk-' 
mcnt ^ ^ . - - , •. * 
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iS' BH^ ! T&raugh diykie xnev^^ how 6tit%^ 
less is^deathf : .^ . .^ih;: : :. :;:r 

L i tA p^oe< ^1- laK»flei%e j taught ms how to dk**? > ^ 

jAiter .sp^ftding a long axti, expmplaryi Uf^ 
iB^the servipe of thp gpppe), ,4oseci itwitl^ 
^e^ibllowiag \?rords :-«-*tI g^e my dying; 
^$t)mony to the triidv of Christianity. The 
pr^ijli^e^ gitii^ gosgel.are my s^uppoit I^m 
consolation. They, alop^ yield. m^ ^%\%i 
fittsticMi ki. flu dy|^ hour : * I ^iixi; nof^fraid 
to diew The^p^l jpt Chri^ W jrai^etd.mi 
>bQye tl^^ fe«r )3i',4?ath; iferil know tjint 
my R^d^^pi^r livfethtJ^ ., .^^ :i > ^ i . m ^ 

W^$ one of the< ix^oat hujiiyjiimfiWi^vQut be* 
l^ye^in J^s^s th^$ ever4Uy6d*r Bayle aajth 
of hisrl^fs : ii^%^,^:^n:.hwdrfid . yplum^s^ o£ 
fjPCT^Ons, *9^0,nqia>^o;iJi;S#^^[>a^ 
glig lifeiiand arfi feif. te^ capable of diparte-K 
ing j[>.4!Xof.wnpie«y.r: .The e:^traorditiaryi 
hlipcftl^^y. .^and.)d^^pjiQrv j^f :iPa§i;alrgive3 ^a 
ipaoire s^nsifel^, «^r^fi(:a|j9»^ft5iie^UfetJ&0ar 
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DB. t^^m a ^QQiXjixtt^ioparitefu They ^^ 
nQw no lo^geir xtftack w with their favouj^r 
ite and darling obgection^ th;^.t|iere^ ave 
nop^ bmt little: awd^^TowjIP^^ 
fess themselves ike^ vQ^uries of piety and 
reUgion: for we can now tell them, and 
boldly tell th^mftha|.bDtb:the maxims aiul 
Jpraictice thereof, have been pushed to the 
strongest d^^e, aikd carried to the greatek 
Height, by <m& m ^ the profoundest g^ofn%^ 
stP^ci^tfia, by oioe bf^e mostt ^btilc met^^ 
fihysici^a, ^d 4}y 6^ of'die m6st ^M 
wd penetfratiag j5^ttJlsib5 that^veT yet ^3t» 
istcd on thid i62(rti[i."' . '^' .> 
i ♦^^'Hiift g;rdai man, H^ri^ S(^e <»f ^dl^ 
tatter y^ars^f his 1ile,^6f:^tl»s whole dme 
In prayef, and refeidin^ the Holy Scrlpttnresj 
and in ibis tie took inei^dibledelight.^^ 

Was^a mo«% -exemplMy chari^t^, b^fe- in 
hfel'^riv^e' aiid -tjUblid^ d*paciiyJ lli^e^lilfe 
indwritings of few mdn arc motfc wortKy 
o£knitatioii«i9idpeTcisaU lie laboured hare! 
td^hring about some i^lMa^l^lh the st^ 
of d>}nff8 i» hi« dwn'tf^y^'ifad when <he 
found aU W$ i^drts^ itt^ffedtua!, hequie*ji 
witlidrtw, tesigned^hU pr^ferih^nfj-te'ct 
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'taui ae^^te too attest ripesLtxA;* Mil' ndb 
: generally known.— -^^-/Oe ^faad^the gtoeacsit 
elevation of soul, the largest compass of 
knowledge, ^e moU. Mortified and heaven- 
ly dispofifition, that I ever jret saw in mortal. 
St tod tbegre^eist paits^ k^^dA^v^ viitiift, 
ip(*tt'the wtostipMect^hfMMifity that I et^dt 
-sai^^^titakrand h^-^jBUbWie str4iii Si 
>fW«SfttfJv^wi^ i9J*^g^^ gesture, and 
HQfl^ adtaf esty 4>^t)f tteughc, 6f langua^, 
^d;|t»dbUiti^attoiij Aat tn^ter 6n€^'«a# 

Imve seen ^hole assemblies often melt in 
'tears before hipl'^ '«fe4M %hom I can say 
with great truth, that in a fr^e and frequent 
-ebiiv^ktiott witfe him' fer/*fc^Ve tw 
■k^mc^y^^its^'^ I neter thew hliiS €6 ssf M^ 
i^'l^tofd; br one IhM 'h^d* itbt a dii^e^: 
tendency to edlficslfioii P-aSrt4-I never ontfife 
%a^ hhit in any othief teih^, but ^at 
i^i^ch I wished id be in, iti^tlit la&t Momeht^ 

roy- ,-:":-\'V ^-..r-J" .-'iKi"- 'J .4*' 't^'. .NY 
Ijscfcfe give»nsa%lrtSte^ia^edti^6fiPbcocke/ 
#*iW^iCi8ay of Mm wtei^'ftWnien can*^y 
^i^qryrfttetftf'oStta^fi, ^i^ I'of "atty other 
ofitdif^^^^lbta^ mMf'remeiK^, 

s 2 
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(j^id .iiHiMfiH|ettasM30]i. 

jAoi^ aiisifejfc Hln^^.--. r/. .,.>i <^ - ' ';- 

yf^n liw i^am^.^i 4^ *^ «9ehli;4^te> lit 

W t(l^. fiiU ft$M^gn08/of.jfjMllWril^^^ 

-r. : .:.: * ' -- RALEKHIs '^ >J-J'- K'[i^' 

fpDjie t^^liis.j9^ii^t,iUUiti9^us hemes; t^t^ Be- 
,d^ (B^K^^^e^ij^mm equally, e^kbml^ 
ib» v«dlo¥^vfofrrB<»i|iay and lbr:4©«fm<^ 

j^^a ,df.ft^]RC|fcHi98;.diW)hltiOB, in v^ 

begin beUin^s» In him you shiaQ fyfud, VtV^ 
evei-lasthig^ and eodle$8 comfcnt. lf(%ea 
you have traveDe^ W ir^arfed yoursdlf 
with all sorts of Vortcily to^tatkmii, ymi 

^r^^.^llfio J^HeiwiB^aad fe?ir ©pd whilst 
W^ y;??^g>tha**ef4?|trt>l^<i^:^$y fww 
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-9n3 fm€]^.th2Ht;^ciievjerr^r«dc«n)tfi!ttfiL 

.;,Thhik tm^ HfiRlis^J-.'Siich ifras; Sir 

-::^:: ^,] '•?[ r. --x \ -- j/^ > . ..u .'.:v'i. 
LOCKE. r 

For fourteen w fi^^if years he :^plied 
himself closely to the study of the holy 
lM;ri^lm^Y^ft9d««tptoy»d^4^e>i^ peraod of 
iilsf lt& bwrdly ii|'a^>ftbiilg^h»E(ide. JBe 
4K4S .iieiA^lireiaiy;afvtK^Exd^^ the grand 
irUrw^,;tif that .s{!;^Fed. b6cdk, aod.tb^ jusjC 
iTf^ktion of iiU;iKa;ptets#: Jfeiexpry da^ 
made discoveries i«i)it, .that gave him fr^sh 
£aii»e of admimtioBk ^ And so lamest, was 
]|ie'-for the;coa£srt jof^ biSiiriecdS) aAd/the 
49^^ion of sacred Itnowlssdge among then^ 
that even the da.y hclbKe^jfa^died & veiy 
particularly exhorted all about him to read 
llie hdy scrifiiiiarfsi ^f3^^ |he Ipvf ^fifeich 
Qod showed to man in justifying him by 
fefldi* in Jesus [Gfartati J md. returning hrA. 
4i{ied}ld dunde^ for havings i»dled htm to the 
Imoidtedgfe' ^ that Sdvipe SaEviour. T» 
isi'4>i%ac(n <inriiliia»kedi*ihitiii) nrhic^ was the 
ahprtest tvods^r^t^isp^t xyoun^g g^ 
]tonan<ntt2iamintb.thoitme loM^ of 
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lament, ^rherein are contained the w^dp 
of eeemai' lifb.-^itihttK Gfanl fibrsitsiau- 
thor— Salvation for it3 Aa&r^iaSL TtviSi^ 
without any mixture of error, for its mat- 
ten" ' . .U'^^.kJ • * ^ 

i@liie4>£4id'toe'dufe«scoF.Qde^s, expressed 
thk ddight he:.imilidin'^piet)rWI dlitifotiak 
in thse ifoUo^»ii|gi:t€ffm« ; v*^^^ kijow by 'ex- 
perience, that sijbkmary g^ndexirand sob'' 
luiiary pleasure are 'dtcdtfid and vain; and 
«re ' always inSnitdfybetew the contepfiong 
-we'form of the^/ B«tt^ on the contrast 
^nelt ksippiness aiid such complacency fra^ 
<be found in devotion aiid |}iety,'^as thesetli- 
snal mind hasnb^?id^Tof. - 

OI.YMPIA;FtJLVIA MORATA, ; 

Was one of &e.earUest>and brightest Gtm!\ 
ments of the refcnrmatioQ. She 40tdd de^ 
tflaim in Latin, co«fversb in Grbei^ and 
^as a critic in die;ih<ifst diflknlt d^us^i^^ 
But ^er it pleslseid^firod^^^bf han gcace, lb 
open' tile eyes of lier'tnind to tl»dov«rth'e 
tnith^^she biiconieienamdpred <)f4i&»acted 
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'scripture^, above all other bpoks in the 
world, and ^^^j^j^^^im^ jbp. day and by 
tiight. And when dissolution approached, 
:idiJ&d»dared3ii<jrfeltnoU<iii2g but A^anand^ 
'{it^ssyal^ tranqiinilty and ^teacc^ Jivitlt Qod 
4Urciugh Christ*''-«'mHer j^QUlh iwas fall of 
^B'ipinHbte o(.€kid,a^ eiapbat4calty 
3ex}>m38ed liersfelf by aaying-^^' I am lioth*- 
ilig'.butjpy.'' '•' ••' *' • ' -i' ; 'r^' '" 

^ LO»D StJSSEIi' 

Jlefitered bimsi^tf^ ju»t before ifeisi etj^cu- 
tian, ia. the shco^^^t : terite. of fg^th ^iti 
ioB&denGe* Hfe said';-m^f Neither ^myrlpaj- 
©risdnment nor .fcar.j^f death; Iw^. b^n 
ihU to dia^ottytosie m^J^faivy degree;, -Oil 
the contrary I h^iv* fojmdv the a^si|r$a}Ctf$ 
46f the Iqye ajBJdi meriGly. qt OodJa wi 
through my blessed Redeejoaerj: in l/ifhQjm 
I only trust. And I dp not queation but 
I am going to j^r^ijfg^titthat fullness of 
Joy, which is inh^ presence ; the hopes pf 
whu^ do -sQ.wQ^m filly »d4l»g^ m^i -ttatt 
I Aink Ihis is ,tho/h^|>f)»eatitk^tf>Qf:m^ 
ihough >:othcSi» < may Jofik iuf^onjlit 0j0t 
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world," says he, "1 find that «i^. 
life in the coUngtry, ha§ afforded : 

cohteri|me,nUa^^»^llll»^l 'l^ 
inyjpublic employments. , I ba^ 

if^t^^ke^litfe *l^ahAfitfa( 

li^dWI)**thilig«3^^'*^f lm*j^ld -m 






^^ ,^, i^rsaryj:^ JpoWbiea^s ejT 
was one o( the m^ ec{iiiient phfli 
and most learned ijfc^n of 1^^ fiiSfe. 
taken a diligent survey ol^ ^ 
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Iciffjiing, andhad re^4 a^.ipuch, perhaps, 
as any man ever did j Jtad'yfet, towards the 
btter end of l^^!(flays»he declared to IJsheiy 
ttu^ notwithstanding I\e had. beei) so'labd-^ 
rigj§*jTi his inquiries, and curious in his 
c(||)^ep^9nS)'aB4 ,ha4. possessed himsdf of £u 
tneasure *o^' boqks' *^ttd mahuscrips upon all' 
aqcient suWeetS^ yet ^"'he coul^ rest his , 
8^}^,ga hone, kfvf the scriptures." ' ['^/ \^"^ 

du his death-bedl' saldl "Tl have lived to* 
segtiAfc princes, arid have b^ei| privy^^coun- 
seaor to. four of thetn/. I have 'seen the* 
mosj TCin^rkabfe things in foreign parts, 
Mid Mve been pirestjntat m^^^^ ^ate trans-' 
actpi)^ for thirty, 'y ears ytoj^etji^^ I 

liave';kari3Lt this after many years experv- 
ence — -That seriousness is the greatest' wis- 
dom, tempcrence the best physic, and a 
good conscience the best estate. And, 
vmPcI.Ao ISvis agsun, I.would change the 
e^^lfor a.clpister, oiy pf^vyrppunseHpr'^) 
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Was a leafoii^ attd ftjatce^sfUl preacher :of 
the gospel of Jesus Chris't, and adorhfed^ft' 
by a isui table character, ^abovfe fifty yeaics. ' 
iCci his last illness not orie fretful pr miirmaf- 
ing wordeWeisd^p^cl.liis'fipsr **'! haVe?*' 
said he,\ "the* piekce p^ God iii liif tbn- 
science; and the ibve of Hbd. id my lieitriL 
I kttew before die dojctrinea I^ pleached to 
be miths, but ncfvrt experiei^dB them to be 
%W»jgV. .J?58«|8 i»r morje precious ' thgrv 
rubies, and all that can be desired on the' 
earthj^js riot to fee compared to iiim.*^ fie 
was in'jfuti poVsessipn of hisjiiental poWei-s 
to the last mqment, and iiear his dissolution 
cried out, *". Holy, Jioly» lioly, liOrdGbd 
Almighty! Glory be to/ thee oi^ hi^ for 
such peace! on eai;tTi, and good will to men.** 



cosily increased withoilt ^d. Thty 
aSte mt!iltijpl)^iitg in evei^" age aii4 ^ 
eivery njitioii in Christendom. ' Even 
m these United States, we might, were 
we disposed to seek them, se^^ week- 
ly, and perhaps daily instance^ of jU^e 
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^nH, J^wei^, add tii^ tent )haii^ iS 
B^%ion:a];id adoiti^ithe ,Gc»pQl they 

aDoB^iid#e« Fteiti>n/ JQ^ikil^V #iief^ 

iChjUiiig^^oftb^ WUkih^, BochM, iMl 
jTOrtb/W^tts/Hdro^ey, ^ JSuia 

3(rem the . jlo/^iti^ 

KjogvJB^uirmgt^n^ L^ £ii4Mni^ 

8lnd last, thou^ not less esteemed, our 
beloved Washington was a sincere and 
sericms christian — Such too, were the 
Poets, Spencer, Waller, Cowley, 
-Prior, Thompson, Gray, Young, Mil- 
i ton, Cowper, 6jc. So dsa were the 
moralists J Steele, Hawkeswc»th, John- 
«bn, &c. — ^also, ^t physicians^ Arbuth- 
not, Cheyne, Browne, Bocrhave, Prin^ 
gl^. Hartley^ HaUer» Mead, Fo^rSpU, 
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2iB XM:!liteSSfS^VKI^. 

Haitt^ MeteidhrFdrbes, Haites,iPm^^ 

Ah pMhscfih^hr^tkt;: 'Gotes, , Fcrgat 
^oii^ Ax^aihs^, EUlir,Heivton, B(^1^;&S 
- H Of female'chk'aotevs'ive name Qiiei% 
jCsttliarine i Earr/ ^Qu^eni May, ^ Lady 

^ditty, jLUdy >BjvH£ktiHgs;/4.adf>im. 

lQd^4^dydyiiangbai^ Dady ^'^ 'Bro^k^ 
&ad^ , Mf i Vei-ej Lady jGuionJ; M«:i O 
iPhiaips, ; Mrs; I. aatfcliflfe^ MvSi: C. 
^»tteif^,.MrsnA-^ Bun^nard, MrsnA'. 
^JScMhaD;-Wb*l E; fijiry',* Mi*, El 

[.»f!.fi tyi^:.;;i-- ..',.7. x*-''f:' .^> // b.> */;'.c: 

^:!3 "jTJ V ,:'•! .i f/ .. '.■>•' -'-^r I :/,r, ;:' 

,v.i-.;Ov? • --ji;.///' ,. Oj .. ■"' : .• *i 

' It '•"• 1 '* -< . , vT. .'v-J T*^^ 7"> J ,/.<)> 
." • '! /f ' , ;- ..i. J. /> -^ .:t>*'^.^'-- 
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^the^dieelr^ss, and eiaen wrwtchecl nature^ tnfi% 

^ fterV, 5r in me titter rtfltctions of.^n^l^ucu re-v 
C^m^rse: 'Also, In the distoay arid aVi^isH M' \ho^^ 

,»'V2in J ". r ti J2jiiill' •^'''•' " ' >xj:'::.'U 

<./\*' In'tTiatdreaimoipeni, hpw the frantiq Soul * 

•^Haves p6und'tlieiiwaH^'bf*biftf claS)^ teiieitie^t,"^'*' 

.:i).9fianff tx) ^atthr^LVesiie^di'slA-iycs fbt help \ ' :!'£ 

.^ . Eut jih|>i6|^ iivv^{ .^|I0W- wiabfully ^^(p^]^ J 

, OntaU.^Wsieaving,.n9W lio longer hew: , _.^ 

^'^ m'mighVshe stVtS'wash away her staipsf ", ^ 

And fit her ibr her passa^^.s.jiMouiTiftH'iigRt!*'' 

Her very eyes weep blood ;...And every groan 

She heaves is big'/«wt)^ Jwijror But the foe 

Pursues her clojje thrbUgh etery lane of life,- 

Till Jorc'd at Just to the tremendous verge, 

I^^XiiMcfe^Aesin'ks toevcwldfstani^ruiii!'^ -H '' 

■ ;fj;f ' J i'> »!"* ^* ' ''* ^^ '-*"■'!' r* ?'. ! x "''ij'.'r * 

,*i'i^-;aj . I s. tv^ :. ■ :i *: .. , . I '.. m, *^ 
Wiifiia; pelehrated(if\&<kl.ia the last.age*, 
yhdy ifi bravacU?s'WQ^d'SO«ne times ^peais 
vfcirif/iiinheooimBg Uhitrgs. of' Go<J ancl his 
•wtofdo^s.Yct^ vdtitnijybnvJhe^ was houated 
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with the most tormenting reflections, and 
would awake in great terror, if his candle 
Ilappened but t^: jgptent ip^ the nig^t. He 
could never besS* any discourse of death, 
atkd seemed Myxxmi off/ aU thoughts (tf'B& 
lie \]mdta> Wfe opwards^ of ninety. His 
im sen^ffile #6t*d8 "WtHj wlfcn he found 
fie i^6^4^}iy4ii9 lo^g^Ti .^^J iJb^l' b.e^^d 
then tONfiiKta tM^ta^ereet) out of tfaci wovld 
iift.''' A^cH' ft«k#i^i)«llidlng: ^n Mr t%h 
PifetiM^y iti Mi^iii^ aH^ jfjilbsM^ 
uneasii^ss constraim:d^ Kim to coniess^ 
wteji he drew, near to the grave,, that^ " he 
was^^abpiit to take ,a lleap ii^. tide, tlaj^'* 
The w)riiin^j&f thUioldsnmer^rmneol.the 
e«i* df^-Rl&tliei^ft^V'dHd Mfiftty o^^ g^iftle- 
men,. As *at hd*ldrm^tr tdMsfelf d^Cl^ 
after' his cony;ersio%: 1. ' . ■ ' ,, '•',. ,„' 

.-•.v.. . --fiElttm ■ '. :--:, 

" H^ wai^ > ^ay« »qlly, .*^ bot'h a won4er and 
a monster ; I can give no other idea of that 
iassefnblage of the nrosrexcellent and most 
pernicious qualifies, l^et the reader repre- 
sent to himself a man of genius so lovely^ 
smobali itndeVstamdi^ -sb exten^ive^ a^ vtth- 
dered himr scarce ignorsmt of ibijK thing 
tMt oonlfl' b€> known i of so vaet andf ready 
i comjfkreheiifliidii, :dbit itb' itniiedabtely 



d by Google 



A^ld^zhMmBdli nlat^R of iwliat, he att|linpt« 
cd ii aod of so prodigious a JxueniQr}^ ;tfaait 
h^ wv^r fo%ot what he Jha^ oiwK Ic^mkd^ 
hp po^sjjrssed all^partft ofc philoeopjiy mni, 
^ W^^^^f^c^ P^^cv^ly fDitification 
^^d^wbg: even i^.tboology he i^jis:»m 
^ell fikilkd, that hct was aoexcellent preactt- 
-Qpr whfeDevftr he. had a .mihd ta exert that 
plenty ai^d an i^bie disputtot Ion and agam^^ 
t^erreiff)i;med re%iQn indifferently ; he. not 
xpijjr understood Qr^pky Hehrcw, and jsU 
tk^ l^guages which we >caU learned., buf 
^soithjB different jargom br n¥)dern dia- 
lettisri, he accented And pronounced them 
isi?ii>4i^u^^[Uy, and jso perfectly imitated the 
ges^es^and «ia»nerg- Ijptb of the'se,veral 
nati<ii^ of Europe^.and.the paiticdiar pror 
vij?icei9 of. France^ thath^? might have been 
t^k§Q foii,a n^ive of all pr^Qfany of the^e 
countries ; and this quality he applied to 
couixterfeit aU ^ft^ of persons, wherein he 
j^t^cc^^ed.wondeifttlly vh^ was} moreover, 
t^ best iC6median*axid gneatesl drxdl that 
)^ll^ ever.app^ar^i he had a genius 
^r; |ioetry,.and 1^. writteh many verses ; 
^fte?4uiH?P ^a^ instrument, was 

a perfect master of music,. imd.su«g*^inoist 
agreeably and justly ; he was of a disposi- 
tipn to do, as well as t^ know, all things : 
his body wa^ perfectly well suited to his 
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firindf lie vh» li^Uif tiittible, dettrbusv amd 

£«ior all exefcises i he |:oiild ride \^^^ 

&bd in dancin^f WreistKiig, ^nd- lesitntig^ he 

kfm% adoiked : ther& are iaot> a»f i13cIf64^ 

tsvd-gdmes- timtbe did^o^i kdoi>r ; j^^tti WA 

MkiOieA in ateiose:^^ ihe^ni^chdiKii^ ikm^ 

Sttt 'TOtr ibr^^e reverirfe of the medal: 

liek^^:k appekred>«hat ih^ vms tfeaiiib^ifHife; 

mta^ ccmktttty^ dete^it&il f a liai', -a ckeiadr^ 

,11 drabkard a0d:g^uitcm>t a sharper i^ f)!^ 

itenbevs^ in evdry^specifes ctf ^ce^^tt biii* 

.^fenDdn axi* alhesBt; ma wor4, i^-hi^ 

mi^ht-^te itmnd iil the >k:e$ comtary^io 

nature^ honour, reli^to^ -and sbdet^ $ -^ 

trUth^if: whichlie himself evinced With hid 

kto^ breathy fi^jr ke-died - in the fltinirer of 

his ^ a^^ in a cottiinon brcfth^, p^rfedtljT 

;4K>rrbpte4t kf )m debauehenes^ alidex{Mi<ed 

with a: glass in hid hand^ carsmg and dbn^^ 

ingifiod." ^ -' ^r ^.^'^ -^ - - . - • 

- It ia cyident" ftoni^ thte tmtpmt^lMs^ 

case, that fV^th ^the tdt^t nf yaki imgifcl^ril 

|]^ inajr be m ^L"-^1?hetit ^ n6 titoelli- 

.tiea- and i^eiigioUB 'qaa^iifkailo^. Titlff 

fiamd^Mdimdiflr*' : '^ -' 



,i 
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. ;{B9rtiaVv a PhyaiciiKtbio Xondi^iv was inS- 

j90Bie ttfiie) )le wrudtseized ^illi a>vidk^ 
S/mtxit^wd.Mmt JfosbthG doctoK. fircati^ 
^td^pcfjicvibed ^^even^ nkdicbes^lbut.noiie 
itf tHei» toQk:>eff((C|. ^tleiigtlvhe toULiiiaita 
flfe^jr, ^^ Sir, I luaow. hothiog^ more tiiAt 
OKI be;.clQiie;;.' pm: must die; U]^ this>, 
,^ <^nbhed hb S^ts^giiaslieii^ia teediy said 
^:^0alid with |ho ttmoat fuijr^ Godl Gpd ! I 

^ t?rtANCl8 imWPOllT, 

JWhb died.id die ye|n- 1699, t;ras favoured 
^tb wiik a4ib«ml nfid rdigi<m8 ^ducatio^ 
Aft^ S|«hdiiig fi^e y^s ki the imiverftity^ 
fae-ums i^ikened in one of th« Inm cf die 
(kmu Here he fell mtio the hands of ifti 
bcbskv^toist tdl kift^ relig^otur ittipr^si<^ft> 
bottin(i0iko6d ittfidd himstlf, and became A 
tiist^t ftbawkmed (^raeter, utiiting himsdf 
Hi'^ dob ^ wr^teh^ who met ^geth^ 
GfMsiaatfyM eiicou?age eiosh^^tfaer in bein^ 
cijft9»dlf «N4ckbd« Ifi tl^ manner he con- 
ducted himself £or.^vtitil y^ai%s till at 
k&gth his intemperate courses brought on 
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an illness, which retvived all his former re- 
ligious iinpr^«i5ns/-»c^omp4nied with an 
horror of mind inexpressible. The viof:- 
kn0e.o^h&^oi3rmdM6:>it(^s sUcJht^^^that ^e 
tndtit iaMth^/moftt'litodigiousiQi^Qivsr^ i^^ 
niiKr Id^ys He^wb^^ redutiad ' ft-om a' robust, 
estate of •kealtii^ti$^^fectc^^6d^n«s8^'dam^ 
all whiiihtinia^liitfliirgt^gewiis t^ 
jdaieyiFui ^diat/iniai^nafion >c&n timceivev . 
2A:irottc thn,evltWaingoK)3ir2frds ;th^ fy^V^^ 
fisiiSt^ >^ V^ ! ^^ ^ was to lie^atnd bro^ u{i^ 
aiL':t;iie-fire fcfca*'htti;itketfthcHid^^ 3^^»«^^ 
Jo!^rcJhase»^e^fawr6ur-rf God^ ahd*<0'be 
reconbilei^ to hitfi k§arn4^ But it is aAuh^ '^ 
less vain wish ; millions of millions of years - 
will briny m^ :j9,'ncqref tfh^ cndi«f ^Y ^^" 
tures, than one poor hour. ete^iity ! 
jjtonUy 1 ( who vcan iipropjeriy ^amphrias<e,> 
jupon the jvords-T-fot^v^if.ft?ad:eveir*J'? m':-^; * 
till thi^ .kifl4!^^Qf,5J3rain/he ^ontiftued.tUi . 
Im strength w^ pxh^iisted, mi hia din^t- . 
ItttiOn apprdafibed;; when, jree^vering n 

{ittle Jbr^ath, wuh,a\gi*oah so. dr^df^Liand 
q}Xik as if it had not bfeesn. human, he cj|}e4 
UnU ^^ .Oh ! the insikilerfible <^a0g8 of. k^li 
«ind4amnatipn !'^^ and so diedf de^thi^ett 
tlingithe vi^^g^ of, b^s face in ftU^A kxim^ ' 
as if th^ body, th<Higb d^fed, waa.^eniiW^ 
of th? extrwn^jt}^of.^r«cnt^; - i ,..;» tu 
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WasT in mfidel/ and One) ^dm^ &rst mathe** 

t6si^dts,flid nrigbt^ iawideared a woithjf 
H^y.faiarx^ond«tct tbrou^nfi^'Wa9inide^ 
ynigaor^ aivi fr^i})»^ntl)^rm)«u^ paid 

BO JM^fation ta neHgidl^ diities, and'^odi 
intasifcation stnd profane l^^iutgaw^be §eLi 
infiiHar tp him* TailBdrds;; toe dose c^lhis 
fla^T^,"^^ feieingMafficfed miti xha . iton*^ he 
IvduldxifmljaQeot tfae flodr cm hb IvoiA 
•lidtikneea^ someunieBrprayin^ ^nd s6Bicf^ 
times sweiringi-' Hf^faat a^0QflH?r6at^e ii 
aidn without Tfcligion ! Kcv^ftoa died of the 
sdme: idisordfei:!, . . whtph iivsfs ^ aUend^ 
^m9^, ydiii sudbr&evere parcajTsntsas fotesd 
dot large drops oP sweat down hk fexn 
hi t!iese!taryi]kg ci]?i^uriii^aaic^&^ however^ hi 
trasi ndvpi^ obserred.tQ iittto* die sinalMt 
complaiht^ or to express the least impar 
tience. Whht at strrking contrast bet v^c» 
ibeconductiof th€^in£del aiid the cfarbtiail! 

During a long^ life,' vi^as ^continually treating 
dwy ,Hol}? feiptttiTds 4rhh koiitemptv and 
ttidbavoMTing to>s^rcad fli^e poison bfriofr** 
ddky ainoteg the iditioito.:>>JiihiAla9tjj31^ 
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ness he sent for; rl^i^ii^ih. When the 
Doctor came, he found Voltaire in the 
greatcfitiav^ttifes; ^ejcdaluHn^jWWi «the;iil? 
mogthiiiTaf^j**4fSlri abandoned iby€tood' and 
mm* 'OofctorV I-trffl g^^knyoti hAfctstyvh^ 
J aim w<)rth^if.'y^/oriftgiveme'BixiihQntJiH 
Kfe.: ' She Aasxtmtuntksiem^^Bif^Kqvf^m^ 
not Kv^Hix wctriij. e» Voltaire* replfed^flhai 
Ifshali^ go tpt|!H^U^«nd>5^ouj\iriifc^:i#ith.iK«l 
and^onrafteWtxjiired^ i' f '^^ o, •». >t| 
' 'illkis^fs ?tJie fhei»D i«>£ iffodefhi4*fidel68 
1)^11%. arijf xjf thetti «t^'y^^lkt:roct.dW .idfi« 
death^ of i Yjoltaw^r anti-lo: rmy; l^Btxstilijte 
Kke-itts ?r Tkatr4ie trife/S nwwiiirf greatandt 
vairibus taleutsy'iion^ -icrii^; «deiiyg. f liist rhta 
ttsaut o^.'KtniUfid iecrmihg^l and^ morai b^itEdsfict 
iieuia;! wiihWei^':pt!ey£nl:;)iifei' fifehr .being 
Tstnfeediwii^/<tbe:beaefactor^:€)K ni^liti^ 
I£ rfxe reader h0s..lfedt:iMniseMvirtjar«b W 
the 'poison . bf dli*; n^nfe; waatttig^s,* rhe no^ 
find ^^elief for hi s ,^©ii|ided^ niind^ rby 'fleni* 
mng Fih<liai'i''S'Vi?ididatroiiof7tlle Safsred 
Books t froM 1^1^ i riitfearepftesteittatiftm^ and 
cavils of Voltaire ; and Lefanu's Letters of 
' certain Jews t9:'JV■ii^ifQI(^The hoary infi- 
del cuts but a very ^orrj'- figure in the 
hahdr. of these Stm^'ofrAwab^C'r'''"' -1 
L.'Dunia^ Vidtait^/B ^ist- yisit^ td >Parii; 
Vhen^hiB•triuniph fwsMtieoJtii^tev'^atjd ho 
haiiJevi:alealed.ihabte sfit>^ ndta . tvith 
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$%l^>^bf<ti!!Q,i be'WH5n««Wck by th^jhs|p4 
<^i.J?rpvij[kiw;e, ,m^i{md*i^ ^^^^^AK^ 
di<njrpiJtiteri^matippp£44*(;at^er; rL ;: 
•J u J ni the ^ mi^st ' of hbi Jtwjnphs,^ a jv'filent 
h^>i>ftJ»hftg^Jrabm appjfehensioDB Ibi; Ivif 
life , JD'41ejnb<9r^ Diciefot, a^d Ma^mcfj- 
^lyj bftsl^iwd ; to /$4j^}po^ Im, resplutiqa m 
ilb l^;>nprtiems,,l?Ut wfer^pnly witness^ 
Jk) th^ir.tout^yal ignpflailiy, f^§ well astahpj 
^>vn.ti J^gRi r«fl[>o;:fij^i .rffcproach, and blas^ 
J^m5f| feUja^pmp|ii)y!#ift clviracteri:^e th^ 
|0{*gTfig<^y Pf tftijedy(i*gJitheist. . , j, -. 
; .iQn hisretum' fronj thg^thicatre^ ^d ig 
.thtj'^ii^t pf the tpil&(he'>v?i$vrei^um'nf)g tfJ 
m^f^l^ fre^hiappfause, 'Voltaire was warn- 
jwiv?th4lcihe ,loi)g/;arei£F'pl' hisin^piety wa^ 
4rMi«i?tP an let^d. ,; ^n: ,v --T' ; / ./- 
In spite .<>f aR th^'^^pphbtcars fiojckii>g 
^t^i^Wm^ii^' th§ first jday^ lof Itoe^si^ Ke 
j|,ye aigq8;6f wishing ^to,^n^rn to th^.God 
{jf}|C>m-he,h^ so ofte^ bJ^sphcKiecV, .^e 
.qailed.fpjtitl\Q priest. ^ Kis cl'Vng^J'/^^eaa- 
il^5^e,: wrote the. folio vnng^'tnote; tojUc 
Mbe (iauUier;:-^'.^:Yo]|iihHd pirQ^^^oJ, i[ne 
^r, to, *)rt;^Q aivi hei^r pie. , 4 io^Y^at you 
IKPMl4;t^ikt.thr,t^iibl^ odf^ casing on pie a* 
§poii,<;i^. possjblerTt-^ign^d,\ Q?-T4^u;B;. |*ar 
fisi.^Cthlffab. 1778. Vf J .,...- '[ .1, .. ,.:_-/ 
' A few dais after he' wrote the fol}o\v^f 
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Tillfei^ierfle, c«^i^*r^»«fa« miautes clcpCM 
sited widi MrV Iforiftfet, nbtaiy at P^rta^. ' 

"i the lindfei^itteiiji deckiise, tfcat for 
tiiese four days past, having been aHU^t^ 
wHK a vomitiQg of Uoodi at Ae *age of 
eig^y-four, and Hot hsiving ^been able to 
drag ihyself to^ tht ^uipGh, the Rev. tiie 
Rector of 8ulpiae,feav}%beeft pleased to 
add to his good.i^oit^ that (rf^^^^ndial^ t^ 
i^e th^ Abb6 Gaul^rj I jCoafessiid to^liiih; 
and if it pleases Cbd Ito dispose of: tw^ t 
die* Iti the Clmreh, in which 'I wa4 born; 
hbpbg that the divine triercy vn\l4tigrk^46 
pardon all my faults. ^Coni <rf tt^cclt^ 
If 78w Signed VoLTAiae; iii pffelenco of 
the Abb6 Mignot, my nephew', and tltt^Mar-^ 
qiiis de VHlevieille, my friend." \ ' ^ 

' After dhetw6 witnesses had signed 4hSs 
dedarkti6h, Tbltaire added Aese worf^ 
copied ftom the same itiinutes >i-^ The 
Ahb& Gaultier, my confestepr, havin^^ 4iip^ 
|)rized me, that it was said among a certAt 
^t of peopld^that I *^ould protest against 
every thiilg 1 did at my death ;* I dedati 
that I hev^r made sttcha ^pjsech, and thaft 
it h -an *old jest, attributed long since to 
many of the learned, more enli^iteoed than 
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''This- declamtion Is; also signed by the 
AEflrqiiis de VillevieiHe, to ; whom, ; elevci* 
fcsa» bcfofe, Voltait-e wrhte^ " Conceal 
your march from the enemyvin your endea** 
VooiB^to crush thi^ \t:retch T* , ..' i 

' Voltaire had permitted this declaration tol 
l?e carried to th^ rector of 3ul^ice and td 
tbeiarcWrishop 6f Paris, to know wheiiier. 
ft would be suficienti ;.iWhen the Ahb^* 
Gkukier returned '^ith the amwer^ it \?a& 
'impossible foi^ him to .gain ailmiccance tb^ 
Aep^tie^t.; The conspiraetors strained cv^*- 
Vy nerve to hinder the Chief fiiom. consum- 
'^ting his recantation, aaad every avenue 
waS shiit to the priest, whom Voltaire' 
Riniself likd sent for. The demons haunt- 
ed every access: rage succeeded, to fury^ 
and fury to rage again^ 4^Qg the remain,^ 
der of his life* . . 

D'Alcmbert, Diderot; and about twenty 
others of the conspirators, who had beset 
his apartment, never approached him, biit 
to witness their own ignominy, ^nd often he 
^ould curse them^ and ex<^im : "Retire! 
It is you that have brought me to my pre- 

" • It hjjd been cnstomary duping jnany years fe^ 
.Vo^Jaire to call our blessed Saviour— The M^retch. 
And he. vowed that he would crush him^ He close* 
many of l\is letters tp' his uriadel^rien^ft with thfe 
same word»— ctush the wretch ! 

tr ' • 
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seiit Btate ! Begone ! I could hiv6 ' dehe 
without you all ; Init j^ou could notfBjSkd 
without me ! And what a wretcbed g^orjr 
have jrou procured me !** 

Thea would succeed ^ hprrid remem^ 
ki^auce of his conspiracy* They cotdd 
hdariiim^ die pD^ of angui^ anddread^. 
^^cfinately supplicating t)r bla^heming^ that 
God agtdnst wJi^m be had conspked ; and 
in plamriTe accenid Would he cry outy ** Oh 
Christ! Oh Jesus Chrbt T And then com- 
plain that he was abandoned bjrGod and 
man* The hand which had tr<iced in an^ 
cient writ die sexytence of an impious and 
reviling king, seemed to trace before his 
eyes, '^ Crush then^ do crbsh the WrttefkJ^ 
Ja vain he turned hi^ h£a4 away? -die time 
was coming apacej iji^hat be was. to appear 
before the tribunal of him whom be had 
. biUspheitied ; and his ^y^i^ians,* parficu- 
larl^ Mr. Tronchin, calling to admii^ter 
iteHef, duindet^strack; rciui^ dedaring the 
death of ilu^ impious man to be terriUe in- 
deed* ' rhe pride of the conspiraum would 
willingly have suppressed the^ dedara- 
tions, but it was in vain. The Mareschal 
de Richdieu^fled from dte bed side, decla- 
ring it to be a sight too terrible to be sun* 
tainqfti ^d Mr.TlVoachin, that the furies 
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^. Andes', coiui^d give buc4iU«t:idea of 
4ioae of Yoltaice.* • ^ 

HUME. 

^ T[1ie lasf: days of Darid Bume were ppeu^ 
in playinjg; at whist, in .cracking his joke^ 
abput Charon ^uid his boat, and tn reading 
^ucian, and other entertaining boolgi; Thit 
^^fi^^mummation est ivwthy of a i^ver 
fellow, whose. cp^scienpe was se^ed as wit^ 
im hot iron ! Dn Johnson observes vtpon 
fhis impenitent death-bed Stene-^^^ Hunif 
pw^ed heliad never ^ead tl^ New Testa.^ 
ment witfi atte^tjbn. Here then was ^ 

. • IHder<*t an4 0'J|LkmHrti his ^i^ds und pom* 
pfmi<?n9 ill uifi(|elity,died with remoraeof consci^iet 
#omewhat similar to the above^ 
•' ^18 accoont of the tinhappy end of Voltaire tS 
confirmed by a letter by M. de'Lttc, an eminent 
pl^lospphepj and skilMUk oC>t|ie strictest liomptiv lind 
prpbity. r . 

' Cowper has alluded to the aboi% circiunstatices 
In the eh^iracter df W» arch-infidd. 

' ""The Frenchman ^at in literary famf , 
JM^ntion him if ypu ple^^-Voltaire !— ^Hie siiinei 
IVith spirit, genius, doqaence supplied, 
; ||*Wnilon^,wri^tenmch,l|wighM1|«iHUy>#iidd*8^ 
Th,e Scripture wa^ hks j^st-^k^ whence he^dr^^i^ 

* . Bon-mots tb ^l the Christian and the Jew. 

■ ' A*l infidel in health ; but tthat when sick ? ■ ^ - 
^ ttai, a tex\ wiudd to|MdL»MliNl the ^l^k.^ ' 
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iftaii, who hkd bftdn' at«ojwiowFt<> fai^it'e 
into the truth of religion, and had bondfUJU- 
ally turned his mind the other way. It was 
not to be expectcrf *that> the prospect 6f 
death should altpr his way of thinking, un- 
less' G6d should send' an angtl to set liini 
Hght. ;He had 4 Vanity in" being thoufght 
feasyj'* ""Dives fkred sumptuously' ev^ry 
day", a!id saw no danger : But-^h^ ne^ 
Sling we hear of him is— ^Iri hett' he lifted 
tip his eyes, being in torments ! ^ - • - ^ 

^'- ii is much io ht liniented that a nMrft of 
Hntne'is abilities shouM haVesoprostitut^id 
his talents; With all hi* pretensions til 
|)hi!oSoiAy, he Wai an ftdVocate 4or adulte- 
ry and suicide. The reader will find a sufi 
ficient answer to his 'sKxphiitiy ifi Hdfne'd 
tetters bti infidelfty; IBeattie's essay on t)i4 
nature ^d immutabijity of truths apA 
Campbell on the miracles of Christ* t^* > 
' Gibbon says, **^He died- the deaths of a 
philosopher !" If philosophers die iri siidt 
a manner, mayitbje our aappy lot to. (die 
like an old fashioned and enthusiastic 
chri^ti,^n! i ';;. r-. 

Wab 'One of the most tespectsWc I>e*td 

^f th^* present age,' and more like Hu^e« 

an any other of die opposers of chrjstj^i-* 

.':..^ ^^ery >mdoiH; reasons/ hoy eritr^ttPc 
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Kqrlb^ (pv«a^lbr Jus vaAde^ty. Porsois; in 
ibe preface to hi« letters to Travis, s^t^ 
ffiving a character of ^Gibbon's faistqryv 
seems to account for his rejecting the goa^ 
|ielia ^satisfactotjr.maMier, from the slate 
^ his niind.^ ^^ Be sho^s^ao sirong 9 dh* 
iifce tof christiutitty^ as^ visibly disqaalifiei 
lum for that soci^VO^! which beliaa^^ie^ 
«t^d Ammianus MarceSintts president: and 
we, most blame ham foi^ carrying oir tbi 
attack in an insidtoua manoer, and w^H 
lmpr€^>er motives*. He often makes, whdi 
lie^ctenot readily-find an 4Mx»8ion to insuk 
«uf religion 1 . whic^ he baiteB so^ cofidiaUy^ 
Aache might seeQ»t6 te^^nge someper^ 
Johal k^ry. Siiofa^k bis eagerness in tha 
<cause, that he stoops to the most despicabU 
|fim, tir to the niost««rkwa^d :perversii>li ot 
luil^uige, for thejpleasureof turning scrip4 
tare intap ribaldryyior of caMing Jesus an 
iaipO0tor«t-«^A vage- fer ^indecency pervades 
Ae whole workr bat eapeeially the lass 
Wolamts>-«il thB^^'hiscavy wem anonymoasi^ 
i siijiMald gae^ Ann tfiese disgraceful ob^ 
acenittes were woritt^a by some debauchee^ 
who, haning^feoaK. a0B| to accklent, or ex* 
cess, survived the practice of l^st9 stiU 
jndidged himself in the luxury of specula- 
tion ; and exposed the impotent imt>eciUtyi 
after he hadk)at ^e vigoujr^of the passions.'' 
u 2 
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ptgmim, of ohmtmntty termim^d his kaoft 
*4alrcaraer«. ■. • ■* < ' ■ > 

:-.) B^tger i'(>r>th^€oiithm9dioftof: his presbot 
cxi$tie]|oe,< ^havk^ Utde etpectation X3£ ^smy 
l^|^]?e^.€m€^ he declarejd to a friend abaltit 
tw»Di3r>$cmr liouK9 ptevtoi^s-toius deparuivei» 
in a flow of sejf'^ati^latic^^ that he tboiig^ 
Himself a good life for t4ny tieelve, tor per- 
hajps twenty yeans.-^-Aiid duriog his^^sh^Bt 
iUocas^ it is obsetvaMe, that h^ never -gav^c 
ihfi ka3t mtimataon of a future stat« dt^ext 
^stto(te^' This imendikiftlity at the J^ounof 
4issrQltttii>n, is in the bin^oage-of Sii^ptkiMQi^ 
dyii^g lik^^jslei^; ieltour the^oUJxofv^ 
pbiiosopher ! - . : jc - -. 

t Among all itfae/iaimxierois voii»me» tha^ 
Cfibbon read, ittdpi^ ^aapt. appear thatbtf 
^\^ep perused any ahlt^^defence, or judiciottt 
f»aq]ilication of tI^.f^istiitn;re)i^n.-MCpli« 
wit hoa n\ejQ(iQir9'af>d*d|a];y sirrtltshtiy/hifrf4 
^eJf.-n-His icom^rsiiMii and re«€Qii«;^nBioii 
ttarnito^tttd inJdeiafflali imtrather \pei!iM^ ift 
^'^ectlcd indilbren^e.to^sA r^Ugi^m/ He 
nc¥er^gi^f1£ liinssdi>[jj5 Qwae«rp.ab©d^ v 
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p\c htf^ ^d of ^ho$e^^Jio are gone^ffcirf 
fs^to ^ eternal 4^te4 ^v^[^ are^iiabre hor^ 
f ilj^Q, but iW.^Q sifl^ting,^ iM^ w:hicb « 
fiiy^ VSi, by hWiOWJJi. peiK.of th^ li\t^ lb«4 

^bAtjf.pQor Greatur<^f«>an 4s^i¥Hi¥Wii^tan^ 
lO&tth^iMgbest 1K>U^ ,whipb he is i^paMfe 

./^icperaei^ oC ihofbe e^i^£^|if>n^ whijcbttnijt 
reUg^n yields; amcirW'b^^grQgio^ 4b0}s 
all tlvM^ persoo&.anB^'W^Qf s<|Maiiclt)r aw9]r 

« strsmg^ p^rv^sioa pf >i|g^^ge, coil ^pt^ 

^SW^K ^ I -^ :• ' . "l 

^., V I tii^y©, coji^f^.^;tl^:pl0$^W«» of t^ 
fjff>rl^jmd conse^uenilyt kfiow tbeir f^tUie^ 
il},.ai^ do not regret ^h^ir Jo«s. I a]^»%iait 
^i}(^ ^. their rpol^alu^ ybich in truthV** 
wry lp>K^ 5V^hfr,(^&]tho^iw];io ba«re.i|&t fex^ 

fli^K ^^^ fheir- fl^y ^^csi^ ^nd aye dazzled 
]^^ li^irt^larttrj taitl ha^ beenbebiod 
^.^KH^nciftfi It.ia ;aei)mi|a(0n7KHtoiiy and 
lik^.n^y^CQmmpo qm^M ^ vefyiafee one| 
that tbpsei, whq,ha^& le^.a^life.of pleasui^ 
{^ biu^oef 8, ; €^ ,nev^ k^ j^a$y<itt reti|7«h 
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23t iPEPSMcrijancHiiMi^ 

are the onl^.p^oiAeSllK) can^ of ^bey ^vi& 
any sense and reflection.— They can, lookt 
back^*wiUiout anieVtt^ye vpdA %lrt!t'tftty; 
h&ioi knowledge tleeftee $ others tfa^ ^ 
ways A hstnkmrig ^et what they are tict 
ttc^atxfted ^ith» I look upon all tita^4ia» 
pass^df as on^'of i^d^^' xbma^tir'^i^atyi^ 
Ifekt opimtt oait^ohly occasicwis, a^ I^ 
hf no n^dm deeil^ 1^ repeat the Hatu^eous 
dwe, for tfce ^^ke of the f&gitive dreaiiui^^— 
H¥hettl say Mt lihaftfe ncf tcgitet, 1 do^no^ 
H^te^n* that I MVe tlb >aflHorse *, fdr i Kfo 
mither^f h^}^^i\ %r slill niwe of pleHdu^ 
Qttti^ limsvand iSev<fr*wtll'be, a state dF tn^ 
nocence^ But G6dy Who khbws^fe strength 
eif human paaA^tMi«^Y aMi-^i^ we^taft^m of 
human reason^ m^iU, it is to be hoped, ih^ 
M^r mcrcifntly pea»dd#,'die» ju8tfy>iny»> 
fljifcttotrledged ^rr<^# - 1 have be^ -^ 
uridltMt^aBd as vaia^'tM^ii^ not so "trise^ 
8ol6m(&n>i but ^m 4^ow ^t last wite -^ ^u gti 
1SI fedt^axid attest the trirA of his^ refi«c^or^ 
tlmtall te '^sranitjr Imd'vrtt^dmi -ef^^^Ht* 
4^hb truth is tieyeir^^fllciaii% di^ovdt^ 
or felt by mere-speisul^^^ion': ^tperien^ein 
^!§ 6teei»ti^c€H$^al7 {^ ^on^ction^ ^ougb 
^rhaps^^atthe e*perij611ceof «om&ittomHtjr.^ 
i-i-w-^y health' is alw^ feiftd^^tfeough sbme* 
tiwiefftb^tef' an* sofniftimfes^t^rsfej^ aiM 
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«f'ttdefe^, whkh otto^r pe^k havein tlifcir 
iilfiesses. This you iwatst allowy is an \m* 
fonaakte kuef-end of life^ and ^onseqtietit- 
ly a liresome onef tmt I roust own too,* 
,mat iris a sort of baHance to the tutnultu- 
,tfUB and imaginary pleasures of the forit^r 
fMtt of it. 1 ccnmtder my present wr^^tdied 
old age as a just ooitipetisttition fol- the 
ibUks, not to say^ sins of my ^yaatfa. At. 
^iie^same time I am thankfel diat I feel^ 
iflRme of those torturing ills, whach frequents 
If attend the last stage of life ; and I flaitter 
.myself that X shall go ofFquii^v^i^ ^^ 
^j^esignotion. * My stay In this world cannot 
»<be long: Godr who> placed me here, oi^y 
' knows when he will orddr mc out Jof it; 
4mt whenever he d<3Mfes^ I slwdl willingly 
^pbey hi^ corofttamdt I'wakfor it, Imploring 
^ mercy ^f my iCreacor^ and die}»»catsi>|^ 
ins justice. The best.of us roost trust W^ 
idle former, and dread the lotter.-^I thMk 
Jb^tn not afraid of my joiamey'« esd t hm 
•jvrtil liot^mswer ior myself, when tbeohject 
iktuk^pefy neorvaml is vcry^ure: For 
whem on& does seb ^death T>earv let the < be^ 
*c(r the ' wotst .peo{4e »$a^ what* they pleasisp^ 
^' is a »eriou«< <lonsider(ition.* *Vhs M^vitit 
•retribute of mercy^ wfckh giyes u* cowM- 
fert^'canubt fiiafeeilis- forget the attribute 
i^ijctttke^wMdb^a^ust -blend jonie loaott 
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iirtds 0:ar hope.^^^^Uk^ is neither a bimieii 
aor a^leaaure to nte ;,but a certain degree 
of >emiui necessarily attends that, neutrsi 
state, which maloes Wfe vexy willing to part 
with i*v when He who placed me bere^ 
thinkft ^ ta call me away. )V hen I refleidt, 
Jhowerer, upon the poor iremainder of. aif 
life, I look upon it, su a burden thsKt mu^ 
levery day grow heavier, Irom the nattirfl 
iNTOgression of phy^csd ills, the us«ial con^h 
"panions of increasing yeai:s ; and my reassm 
ti&.nie, that I should Wish for the end p( 
it; h^ in^ftinct^ often atmngei^ dian reasoiit 
xmd perhaps cftener in the light, makes me 
take all proper methods to put it oS^ Tbfe 
annate sentiment aloi«e makes me bear I^ 
with patience : for Lassuire you J have OD 
fardier hopes^ btst^ /oti ^ cimtraiy, ma^ 
"fesiFs fnonit.ky JNtme of the. primitive Anlt^ 
«hopetcs:in fthe Thcebaia could be more 
jAetached &om life than I am. I c<fflsi(ier 
Jii as bne whata wholly unconcerned in it^ 
imd evett wh^ I inflect upon what^ I hstwe 
^se^, what I have heard, and what I hmce 
ijone myself; I oanh^txtty persuade myself 
;that all the frivolous h^nry^^^ busde, aid 
pi^^vres ♦f the world, bad- any ideality, Imt 
they^ seem to hate b^n the dreams <)f nss^ 
)fQs> ' nights, ^rhia ' philosophy,: iibwe v^^* I 
thwik G^.mMkk^ /nakeajm^ sqmx nor 
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jnelancholy ; t^'ee t^c foBjT Wid absurdity 
of mankind, without indignation or p^e-* 
^ishness. 1 Wish them Wiser, and Consci- 
queritly better thart they ai*e.*' 
; The letters of this nobleman, which 'li6 
w'rote to his son, contain positive evidence^ 
that, with all his honours, learning; td^ 
foliteiiess, he was a thorough "bad man, 
with k heart full of dedejt and uncleanftts^/ 
ffhose letter^ have beeti a pest td'nafloliK 
tt may be questioned whether Roch€Ster% 
foems ever did more harm. 'This noble- 
man was accounted^ not only the 'mdst pb- 
ille and well-bred mati of his timc^, btit the 
g^-eatest wit. * ' ' 

' /Thi^ is the life, these are the mertifyiftg 
Acknowledgments, and this is the pOoi; 
sneaking end pf the best bred man of the 
a^e f ' Not one Word about Mediator? 'H6 
acknowledges, indeed, ' his frailties ; but 
yetirisilch a Way as to extenuate his offen- 
ces. , One would suppose him td have beetx 
aii old heathen philosopher, that had never 
heard the nime of Jesus, rather th^n *a 
penitent christian, whose life lia<J abounded 
whh a varietv of Vices. 
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At*tAMONT. : 

I Say3 ilr» YoMng» the sad. evening befim( 
Ae cl«ath of the noble Alu^nont^ I was witii 
bifi*' No oae was thei^e^ bu^. his i^^sicWm^ 
9fik an intimate friend .whom he loved, andj. 
Kbqni he had ri^ned,; At roy coming in^ 
B^e ^^d;— '•'You and the physician, are 
^\x^^ too, late.. I have neither' life, nor 
fiQpem. YQU;both aim at miri^cjes. Youi 
WQvdd raise the dead.'*-— lieaven I said wai 
mcrcifuL " Or I could not have been thiisk' 
guilty. What has it not done to bless, an A 
to save me :— 1 have b^en too Strong for 
Qmnipote|>ce r I jdacked down ruin!** J? 
^d, 'Vhp ble^edJRedeemer-^Hbld f hcdd^ 
you iflTound me ! — This is the rock on whicii* 
I spUt— I denied \i\% namc^ Refusing to^ 
hear, any thing- Iromt me, pr take any thing> 
firpm the phy^ician, be lay silent, as far. as . 
&M;idden d^rts of pain 'would permit, till the. 
qlock si^ck* Then wHjJi veheftience ; " Oh^v 
time! time! it is fit thou shouldst'stnk^ 
V^y murderer to the hearU-^How art thotiL 
fted forever !^f-A month !*— Oh, for a single, 
week ! I ast not for years ; though an ag© - 
were too little for ttemuch I have to do*"; 
On my saying, we codid not do too mnch^. 
tiiat heaven was a /blessed places-'-" 8». 
much the worse. ?Ti9 lost ^^H^aven iatd 
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I proposed prayer^" Pray you that caul* 
i'tierer praytkl^ df oirited^ pray— N6»- nttA 
h '■ Is not hieav6ii^0ti n^y Bide already? le 
ciose^ with my^ botisckn<^. Its severed 
tuokesbtit sec^md My/6M^<^ Hh friei^ 
Mag much touthedy etc^^b teaiv, at tkk^^ 
who cotdd forbeatff tcxHlia not;— wkWJi 
itt^st affibctionateloek he^id: ^Keep ^ob^ 
teara ibr thys^^ ^ I>'have undone diiee^ui. 
Ikmnrtep for me ^ l%d;t'6 cwiefc-i-i^^rtel 
ta&^pain me mst&V^- ^ tittc his fri^d^tdl^ 
MQOh' affected, wovM ha;^« left him. «^N<4 
OJO^f- 'lliou still nlaj^efttiioJpe. 'niet^efett^ 
)£ear me^ Hbw ipadfyvliiit^ 1 talked 1 M(m 
iQadly hast thotr Hstenftd aiid belt^vied^'lEfot 
lookion iny^^pr^s^ st^te, as a JTuJIaiisW^ 
t04iiiee^i^^nMl to^ iw^Ifk ^ This b0dy4s^d^ 
xf«akttesB imd ) jMnin^f hat ^ac^ , som| as ^ 
Btmog v^ by t^^MtiUi ^^htct stren^ 
smd spirit, is full powerful tiE> i^ea^oti^ nitt 
mighty to suffer. ' And' ikm. -^hich tlius 
eriumphs w^idiin th^ jaws- «tf mbttaiky i^ 
chkihtkssy- irafliidtttak«^A^d)^$e& tot a deity^ 
nothing less than an Altrxij^y could inflict 
what I feel."-^ wa^ about to c^nglatulattt 
this passive, involuntar)^ confessor on >bh 
asserting the two ptim« articles of bis creed, 
ex:^>rted by die rack of nature ; -when he 
^uis said,^ very passionately : ^ No, n<v! tet 
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J^y i»uoh kijuTj^ vftieAd 1 mi( ooul, as my 
bodjviic? ija rjw#s,4 iNa4 statt^red fi^gmqpitfe 
frf bwDsfcen tho^^A^ remowie for the pasti 
ti>ro\ys my thojyj^hlft «» the futute.> W^raa 
^ea4 <^f ^e *iHiJMr?c,. ^kies U hack on jtbs 
M^tf,, I turn, s^^luriH.^od find uq rity; 
jl^idfit thovi feel ^ itiouf>t»iii da^t^ b on nie^ 
4h©ii,woi^»t $tn^e with th^TOat^r for 
Ids jsti^kti, »|id.]jl^9» h^veitfor tJiQ.fi&Bnies J 
jfcatii&ivHevcd^thiSftfbai^j th»t feo«t ad 
paq^^SMcii^bteifirp.?*. Ht>w, were, we^atr^ck ? 
X#t,'«ctou Af|^^ stfll'DftOr^v .Witbwhaitiai:! 
^'<e^,4istr^cti<:^,'Whatft fecp Q;f .despair^ 
w fa"i0d9tttj ** My ^i<iQ4ie* fastve p^bam 
jj^in^jjfiri^tidj^mjr.extwragancp l^:b€gt 
■fff^M^h^yy my uokwdaes^ Jiajs^qtur? 
Ji^r^d ^Jf )vife 1 And fejdaiere a^P^^tthph^U J 
#hi tJtQu.blji^phfiw<e4vye^mo*t indaJgent, 
Ji9«ijfe>4i JH# ift ^ fcfwgft, tf it hides jm« 

^ ; SoQti. ftft^r kxk ufed^standing failed* . Hk 
ltri?ifedTH»agiiaati«n i^er(;(l horrcw^ iiQt.ta 
be r^peate*, w,e¥5^ Jajjgpttw, And ere, th© 
^tk 4V0ge» *«t gjg^, yttungi noble^ mgentjous^ 
&nd^<^a^ wretched Altamont expired. 

ilthi^ not ea«y for imagination it^^lf tg 
fovtti Ac ?(ioi5e a&cliug lepresentatioti .of n 
d^ath-hftd wene than th^ of this ugiiH 
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^V', . ■ 'CASi; Oy A GENTLEMAN, 'V'*.*..// 

Siiygf Ae^Rev. 0. SimpsoftV who w^s an 
^ye and ear witness^ khd ako savr his bod^^ 
bt)m€J io the grave,-*— I fbuiid hiirf nor mort' 
ddat Uprightly and vlvaddus sdti of iof 
ijrhich he used to bfc; but languishing, 
pining away, and withmttg ulider the 6has-' 
li^lig'faarid of <}6d: ilis'lJthbs fteblfe an^ 
irthibling: his counteftanc^ forlorn and^ 
^asdy ; and the littte breath he had left; 
sobbed Out i^ som>#fel sIgtts^ Ins bodr 
haiteAlng apace tb the^dUsI, 10 Ibd^ iti ftfe: 
dil€tii gjrave, the laud df id^fknfess and de§o«^ 
tttion. ' SMs soul justf g^bin^ to'Cbd w!id' 
gate it ; preparing itself io wing awAy untd 
itfi feki^ h<onle / to enifer upon ah unchange-fc 
dtole'^ajfld fetem^ fetafCi' when I wa^ come* 
lip into hi^ ehambef*, and had 6^*ted my-', 
deff ott hie bed, he fe^ cast * wishful looi|; 
lipdn Aie, and then begjfti as weft aV he* was' 
able to speak : " Oh f that 1 hkd been Vlafef,' 
Aat I had known this, thAt 1 had tonslder-*' 
cd my latter end. Ah !'deatA^ is knpckhig 
at my door§ : in a fe?ir Tiburs riiore I '^halt 
draw my last gasp*; trndtfer^ jlulgm^ttt, fhe : 
ttrem^ndoUs judgmetitt' H6\ir shaH 1 ap- 
pear, tinprfepared as 1 anf , fiefbre' tM aiP' 
kriowirig and omnipotent Ood*? Hdv/ shaff 
I eiidure the day of %i^* cortting ?^ Wlifcrf T 
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944: BanacMfliMafio^. 

tiKBtioned^amonp^Qia];!/, other thijags, tliirt ' 
strict holhiessV which 'fee had formeriy so 
aUghtJy e^pmtkodtM replied, ^th. A; hgiHJ^ 
•^^rnjBW t ^"^ Olh ! d^ feoUi^^P i3;thct only^ 
dajng I nowtongfeir.; J ^^iiy gladly pard 
with ^ 9^y est^ite^ J^i^i^is.it Is, or iv/worUk : 
to ob^n it. Now. my hpenight^d i^y^ att^ 
enlightened, I; cle^Iy djsc^tn the, ihipg$, 
that are eiia:jQl(<ft,.;iWhfU; i^^^ in tfc> 

place cwhi^rl <up^ going but (Jodt Qts 
wh^ isith^re^tio V d^ired^n .^Vth^ hvfc 
religion ?"--rButJf'tteWrC^ ^old reso^r*^ ' 
ybu to hcakb< w4:>Ii;thif)k you t|ki^t you? . 
dipuldaltei: yp^r;fQ^l|er coiitrse ?^J^I c?itt; 
h^y^Q.^d,Qarth:to wimess," s^ff^ fie^ 'M? 
W9^1d U^our ^r, h9iinc;ss, ^& I ii^^};soqn> ' 
labour for life. As, j^r r^V^hef^, ^dplseii^i 
sures, ?ui4 tjie appjau^es of nijenvl SiWonai: 
them SiS dfp^ smdr-^ung, no inore vto Jpy 
happiness than, the f^a^ejcs that^ U^'on |h^ 
ftoor*. Oh<! i£ ibe rk^ioous Judge. w^W: 
tory nae once iifiorjp f-U$fe would biut reprieve 
«^d spar^ mc II little Ipnger ; ;i|> w^at a^ 
spjirit wQuid I sipt^d die remainder of my, 
cpiys ! C WQ\4d know ao toiler busine^s^ ^Jm 
at nooth^ end, than perfecting iny^lf i?j* 
hvlinesfi. Whatever contributed- to that; 
every means; of graces every opjportunity of 
spiritual iijipipven*entt ^should h^ ^de^rer to 
i|i^ than thousands of gqld-aixd '^ilv«T*> ' ^ut 
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imkgpiiatioiift i Tb^ bist r^sdhittons lo^ > 
mtV/imigbifidaiiit^ be«tiM they «re)tD6 lal^. ^ 
'£h« vd»>r in whUOi I should hkH worked i8^» 
over MMl gone, mA t ids rf s«(<R' hdrfibl^' 
night I approacli^iig^ bri^ii^ with h fhe^ 
b£chiie8sof diUca6siifoi^etrei*i K^rc^^fe^e^' 

vfI}«i he ikivked, I^wto (nM ^ tii4bi\& l(hM^ 
madei eKcuse^ Now, ^rttfor^' J^ fH^ef'A^? 
rditard of mjr deeds ; fearRdh^sts^knd tretn-^ 
fatt^iiSMre ^tcpme ii{)on mb s I smart, dn^ 
a]4 m mtt ^an^irii already f ^«uid yet thi^ ' 
lis hut the biig^hiAkig of boi^i^^s J it doth t;!^[ 
Viit ai^peiiP*wtacI shall be>;<^|>Ut bure f «hafi^| 
beYukiei); tmdone, and destroy ^ wHh ah: ^ 
emrbistiiig destroctioQ !"' . ■ *• * 

■ ■ ■ • ' ' ' . « . • . ' '' ** 

-CUmUeilaiid, giv<8 us a ihoM ^6Unili3l'( 
t^ cpQtemtag & gendemaa of iflfideUpri^ ■ 
ckiles. > ^ t^rememlKr him, in the height*- 
drbi»^fslme4 the Jiero of fais^^rty i no man ' 
solcanessed;^ fcdlowed and a{^]j|lai»ied: h^* 
was altttfe, loose, his friends woniAd owi^V' 
in his-mpral diamcteF, but then he was the 
Ivmestestfdlow ini ihe world j it was- if^t^ 
to^be demed, that he was rather*Jree itf hia 
nt?(tiOTs^ \m ihm ha i^ab4le^^^dtv#i*eVit^^> 
X 2 
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character nf ink at his AsUies ; - becauBoiitti 
wa9 so pleasant and :9a Wett, bredy « k .^^iwn 
ii^posaible to, .bf .^®^y ^Ub^ himv Evbcjl' 
thing >r«J;>)feH ^i^ hiot, and AiMtatbtw 
aeemcjd to b^ atritbe uttfliiif^stTaf huii^i^ P^^ ' 
pe|4ty|jwhd9 lue.wa«^^u4cktdy»seized^widi. 
the inc^t al|rm^ sy &;^HPi]l$ > <he! w» at l»a - 
country Iw^^k, and which. had /rarely hafl^ 
pened lot hin^) ^t that^me aloae^r wafc^or^ 
tamily he had .f^p^^Mand'oat/of the tmitai* 
tmde of his ffiepda ,no 6«e 'happoitd to: be 
n^ar l^oi ^ the Tf^omj^nt of kmaa^suik.:^ A.: 
i^ighbouring pl^sM^n -was^c^d buti^fi 
htjd in^tht; night ta oome jto himi>ifr«^.^'; 
haste in thi& extremity : he fcMmd'hiiahailSrj 
ing up in his bed supported by.p^hm»^i»s> 
kounte;nance fvdl of horror, his breath strug- 
gling as in the ajtide of > death, his pulse 
intermitting, and at times beating with such 
limpidity 9e ^^uld.liairldly be cbnnteL : Ate* 
timeus di^ini^sed the ^attendants hR hmi 
about. hioKy ai^d , ^eagerly dennnided of d» i 
physiciani if he ^<^ught hini ui d^gpnr ; ^ 
the t^skianr answered that. h^ fQ»8t:£a»Iy 
teU him jbe was ifi ,emiQ^n^dal%er•-^iE^(«l 
saJ how st^!yd() y^u think m^^/itfing' fr^-^Jtc 
wa» sorry |0 nsay* the sympt»iilb injeUcatitd 
death. — fiikppmhle / ym\ mti4t tnat; &t mc 
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^MpjCt^^'^i^E^iar ^g(a8tii6% sirv ^ a^lcb^ that 
Kci^ QQt JB OMiie^ckr any other nii^n'^ art, to 
9iif e youbf . and i think .1 shoidd mit do my 
4ut>ry if 1 gaVft you anyialse hopes in thes^^ 
aMitments,. v.hich,,if I am not mistaken^ wilt 
tiot m(ure tba9\ suffice', for any worldiy or 
Oth^r conaems^ w hith ymi may have upon* 
yfomc, amd to settle. — M^ mind is 'full fjf - 
h(Krror^.^nd I am. incupabie of preparing if 
fat <feilA»— Jl*itiow feE into .an agony, ac- 
omxpanied with a-shower of t^are ; a cordial 
If as administered^ and he revived in a der 
gree ; when^ turning to the. physician, who 
t^d hi« fingers, upon his pulse, he eagerly^ 
demanded of hifn^ if lie iUd not see that 
hkipd upOQ ther &et*curtaih of; his bed. 
There was none to be seen, the physician \ 
a^ured him i it ^v^ nothmg but ^ Vapouc 
of his fancy .>-^«^^ i^ pkmvltf^ i/r the shape 
of a human hand i I have teen visited with 
a trertHmdQ¥9 apar-iticTi. . A^, J wa^ lyi^g" 
:^epkssjn my fcrf. ilm nighty I took tip u 
Utter of a diseased friend^ to dissipate ceiw 
Jain ' thou^htstphdt itmde m^runeasy / / be-^ 
Uewi. hiHi \ta. b& aygrecA pliiksopher^ and 
was converted tg hi§ opinions : persuaded 
. ky his arguments and wt/ Otdn experience^ 
tkfft' thtdisQKkrl^. vffuiti's of ikis evil world 
.i^Unotbe'mknkiistcredbyany uise^just' 
\or pkovident'km^l bXut brou^ihr myself 
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244:; ExiraiKLipy yrffpf. : 

that a l\fe produced b^ chancmfimwt t^mi^ , 
rmte in cmnthilatterii.thm is 'the njeasofpinffr 
oftiiat letter^ and siichiwerei thef/wuf&ti TJ 
xpas resolving in mtfndnd^,whert iAeapp0'.. 
rition of my dear frieskd p9esen^ iis^ ^ 
before me; <md ^unfoldingr tlve curtmn9jcf ^ 
my bed^ stood at my fietjJooiin^^dmeUhf > 
npon me for a cons^rabk s6acei<ff ttm^- ^ 
My heart' sunt wiihin^tne ffor hksfixceiCBSx,^ 
ghastly^ fuU of horror^ wt^imexpr^m^mi> . 
of suck an anguish as L can if(exfer mscribe /' . 
his eyes werefixed^upoi^ m^idnd cit dengthi^ . 
with a. Wiournful fnotton efihis. he&d-^-^'^AJas^- 
(dasi! he cried^ we are h%ia fatal krmpj-^' 
and taking hold of the cuYUAns^ i^th his - 
hmd'^ shook them viol^ntlyhind disaffprn^^^ ^t 
This I protest to you^ I' both saiv and* 
heard; and look ! where the^ print of hh'- -. 
hand- is left in blood upon the cUrtainsJ^^ ^ - 

Antidaeus survived the telatioB of tJus^ . 
vision veiy few hours, and 4^d^ delirious ^ 
iR^eat agonies. 

What 'a forsa}:en and d^onsblate crea- 
ture is man without his God and Sftviour* , 

ItOUSSEAlJ 

W^hdrn at Geneva; ^mdv^^P'^p^i^fg'^' 
was bound apprentice to an ai^st. During. 
His apprenticeship he &:«;qsifiQilyli6hhed fai^ . 
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aw&te^ 'as well as otHer peirsons; Before^ 
kis tnhe wa5e5i{5ii*ed he .decamptdi fled ie^ 
10 thedomimoosof the: king <^f Sdrdinia^ 
Irbere he profeswjd to te a catholic B)^ 
an- uixekpected tiim of fortune he becaaae a 
feOtinan ; iti wlSch.capaciity he forgot uol 
W(< rid habit of atc^ling^ : lie was detectfcA 
IrMivibs 8t6l€n goods ^ «ifvQre that th#y wem 
^vfen him by a niaid sdrv^ut of the houses 
Sifc «ijfl was confronted m%h himj sKe de={ 
oiea tl^ hct^ and^'jieopirfg^: pressed hift) tQ 
4$^feaA.the trtill^ ; buU the young philo&dr 
fkfiT stitt persisted in. tfie lie, and. the poo» 
2^ was driv<bufr<M0tf>h^.plac^im disgrace* 
hilfit^ of being;ajf<rvi|i[g ma», he went ^ 
tfcrotvf. himsdf oh the.$^rotectipn:pfif a kdyi. 
trjipirt he had seeft ,oapq(,before> atad >hq# 
hie protestsiwas{^l»8 inost virUiP^sjcp^tniier 
erf. Jicr apXf Tfep lj%dy' h(ad so. great 4 r^f 
ga^rd fii^hkft, i\M nh^mlledhm: l^^r.litjtk 
da5flittg,ana JmcaJtedfb^rmartJ^a: Mam-: 
xf^ hadr ^ jfedtmOTt^ wha served her bi^^ides^ 
i|i>ai«^er capa^ityj.vcryjitiuch resemfelingi 
t)ia«'t>£a ht^sbaadVbv* al^ hafd a m^QPt tm-^) 
d<?r affieerion (piiiiier^opit^d sonRoMsoau^^ 
ai^a^ she^^ft^d. he J»?a^ fotwing cirotiecn 
tioAs with a certain Jady.Yvhichtlnight ispdji 
bU^moralsv^h^ her^e}f^fc>ut j&f pwi^ Wtue^^ 
took him-^|<> bed i^vlthhMrrl^i^ virt^ioin*. 
4fibrt tb preserve th^pu^tjfioCiR^Usjiea^i*^ 
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^6 WBMPUWCAIWK. 

heart, had a dfeadful'efFect upon the Tpoof 
Ibotman/for he poisoned himselfe-^-Rdus-i 
$eau fell sick, and mathma Iras obliged ttf 
part with little dailing, .while he perform^ 
a journey to the south of Prance, for th^ 
Recovery of his health. On the road' hit 
dified with a gentleman, afid debauched hU 
wife; As he was returning hack, be d^bsiiceit 
with himself whedier he ^should pay 4li^ 
kdy a second visit kt not rtetfedrin^ iiiJ 
might be temptefd ;to sedviist hfer "daia^i^t^f 
also, virtiie got the better/stnd d€te#m{iic»l 
the little darting t& fi^hc^e itit^ illm ^rfd^ 
©f his mamma : biit; at^ ! thostr^rms wct^ 
illed with aiftothen* Mafwma's riitue^lad 
protfiipled h^r to> t^e a substitute, 'Wh<M^ 
»h6 liked too well t«if- port' w?idi, anS '^fittf 
|^il680{^er wad obliged W&hifr for hlf^elf;- 
While 5the litd^ darUftg "resided ^ith 'hk 
mattima^ he made tt toiir #ifti -fiydx^^ ihur 
siciaiK Their frieiid^hip was 'wartfty like 
that of most ydung then; andiflifeyw^rey 
tesfebs,€tgd}ne*tiytak^ particular fe^re df 
caicA t ©iher during ^eir' fravete.-t-^Thef 
•oreiit? for iotne tim^ bgetfcer^ agreed per^ 
fcctlyiwelli aftd vbwed an everiastfeg friend^^ 
sliip fdf «ad¥pth'efr.v But thef musician, b«- 
i«g one day t^kdn in a fit, feH down in thfr' 
stt^eet; - whiclfc furflifibed the faithful Rous- 
seitei wlA tair 6f^r|{unity of , slipping oft 
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Ae m^cy lof xh^ peoj^ ia a tpwa wh^rt 
henvdSfitoutl.stiz^Dgerf. , 
I ,Wc'«cl<icip:n nnjejet wjjh sp much villwuiy 
as. t^ ia a youth,^ Sis nmibood w^^ho.w^ 
ev)^' worthy of it. Uk.^turned apostate z 
ai>tond time,. W:?^; driven fcom ^within th« 
walls of his native city Geneva^ as an in.** 
pencUary^ and ta):^{>o^e of anarcbv and 
injidelity : nor did he Jbrget how to thieve^ 
w^t^ast the philospphi^r marries i but like a 
pbilosophen. He has a family of childreni 
and vtike a kic4 . pbilospphical father, for 
fc^ they should want after his death, he 
l^nds iCttpm to the poor-^onse during hi^ 
li|e timQ f^— The philosopher dies and leaves 
tbe philosophress j^a wife to the protectipo 
of a friend } she maroriea a footman and is 
t<i*i^d. into the, stre^tf [ , 

This man has the impudence to say, in 
the work written by himself, which contains 
a .confession of these his crimes, that na 
man can come to the throne of God, and 
s|iy, I am a better man than Bousseau. 

Notwithstanding the above circumstan- 
ces, it must be owned that Rousseau's wri- 
tings have great literary merit, but they, 
contain principles the most vitiating. He 
has exhausted all the powers of reasoning 
and all the charms of eloquence in the cau^e 
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the more ^ang^rood^ asjhe'wmds btmself 
into favour with thafun«^ai^,% to et^n:ml 
JCant abbdt y tf tufe'. arid liberty. Hei afcsuiAed 
the mask of t^ifiiie forno other purpose 
^ah that'of fKrop^giejngi^^kh more obtain 
success the bladce^ aiid mcrst, iBcdrrig^ible 
vice*'' •'■•/>• '' ' '-• ■ ^ •■^' ' - . ' ' ' ■' .' 
. ^Uousseaw expired wjtii aiic in hia.mputhi 
IukI the most impimis appe^ to the'Bivim 
Being, that waa etnei? mttde bjr mortal mliu 
, /* Ah ! my dearie" ssud he just before H^ 
expired, " howi^ppy a. thing it is to die 
when one has ito rea^n for refl^wrsip' or self- 
reproach !"-^And theci addressing hims^ 
to the Almighty^ h^ said/ " Eternal Beingl 
the soul that 1 am^ going to give thee bact, 
is as pure at this/momentr^aa it was when k 
proceeded from thee j^ reader k a partaker 
of thy felici^i?' r ' " 
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OKELY. 

Jit. Okdy published an octavo volume, 
^ntided, ** Fyrology, or tKe connection be- 
tween natural and moral Philosophy, with 
a Disquisition on the Origin of Christiani- 
ty *^ in which it was completely exploded, 
together with the doctrine of a future state. 
It has pleased God, however, to show Dr. 
Okely, the vanhy of his phHosophyJ and he 
has done himJself the honour to publish the 
following manly renunciation of his errors:* 

** The author of Pyrology feels himself 
irresistibly impelled to msdie known, that 
he is now thoroughly convinced of the 
Hiorai government bf God, the immortality 

* There are other coirreTslons in the present day 
fram.deisin to ctoktianity, besides thisof Dr. <^ly. 
Dr. Yonderkemp^ a Dutch physician, was convinced 
and recovered from infidelity by an aUgrming provi- 
dence, -and devoted himself as a missionary for the 
GOiivetvtan of the HcaUien. Captain Wilson is anothei/* 
remarkjibk instance, who, in gr^itude to God for hi» 
goodness to him,^ undertook to convey the roissiona- 
ries to the Southern Ocean, and has accomplished 
the undertaking with great and surprising success, * 
Without putting the Sc^iety to th* smallest espense.- 

Henry Bedhead Yorke, who was sentenced to- % 
long imprisonment for sedition, is another instance 
of a person, whose mind has undergone a great. 
change' during his imprisonment, and he has been* 
^en and hqo^t^ough to avow, it 
Y 
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25^ tXaEr^XHmCATUSES.. 

of the human soul) 6r future ^ate, and of 
the truth of Christianity in its fullest extettt. 
For his^ involuntary error he tonftdeatiy 
hopfes to be pardoned by Almighty God^, 
through the n^erits of Jesiis Christ; but at, 
the same time he thinks it hi^ duty, in thk 
public manner to sdiicit the pardon of his 
readers, for haying, as much as in him lay, 
though he trusts ineffectually, contribute 
t6 lead them as^ay.'^ 

THOMAS PAINEw 

This grand champ^ion of modem infidel- 
ity^ in whom its thoughtless abettors, placed, 
tlieir last, best hopes, expired at New York,, 
I in the year 1S09* No deist, so slenderly 
ac<:}uadnt€d wWi his subject, had «ver n& 
firtaHy^ucd^eded to c6frupt the generatJoft 
of his day, as Paine, Presumptuous, wit^' 
ty, and bad at heart, he was enabled by a! 
*/yib at 6ac^ popular 'and nervous, t© ^lear, 
revife, ^nd ridicule, i^ith sad effect, the 
ihost sacred, and most valued truths* 

One who had so maliciously maimed to 
pluaigcfiis poisoned arrows into the vitals 
<tf Christianity, and had io destructively 
succeeded to debauch the understandings 
of the giddy, rash^ md tumuitoua popirlace, 
^who are eveVt>ad ^nou^^ ev&n und^r the 
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sestmintB of Civil 9s weU osk BeV^pott^ obli- 
gations,) couJd not fall to^caU the attetition 
of <Jti^ tyjbristiun> world, to bis esipiring mot 
menlst Jt was therefore generally anticlr 
pated that something siffnaliy.ati{ful would 
distinguish his xk^h : a Ad so in^d the^ 
i?^as, though not in the mann^.most *g^ne^ 
r»lly expected. Like one giv^n up to the 
** siroQgs^t delusiona to believe a /i^," a«td 
*^ with » conscience reared as wiih an hot 
irou^, be seamed, in his last illneas to ac- 
quire an awftd iniin^iMHty to every thing 
ot a reK^ous nature j or at best, scenied 
laost concerned, to .kj^ep out the intrusion 
i»f thoat: visitors, and those reflections, 
which, mbsdy press upon the sick ^d the 
Jitefidy at the approach of dca^. He ther«^ 
fore Kng©r^ out a dark and glwiay p«- 
Iiridd of several months, in a sullen, deter- 
mined opposition, to every religious tiiougbt 
or Suggestion. The very nam^ of Christ 
was dreaxifulto bis «ar,; whether from fear, 
or froiu scorn, or from anguish, is not so 
certainly known. Jt is certain, he showed 
^ condnued and m^irked hostility to the 
Clerical character, and would not endi^rc 
that any of them, under any pretext, should 
visit him. The Rev. Mr. Ketchum how- 
*^ever, ii^ t^e cpn^mon garb of a citizen, sucr 
i^ccded to approach >im, iEiad to bring hioi 
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.2^ EKEMPIiCndATliDK. 

inio some desvdtory; coiiversaitio!i ; but he 
had no sooner drawn towards the ol]^ect ^ 
bia visit, by indirectly naining the na«»e of 
Jesus, than ^e enra^d infidd, fired at tlie 
soiuidt and lost to ^ senae of decfunm^ 
actually drove him froni his presenc^e ! He 
wourd not endure any eiqiostulatiom Btil, 
though dre^ul waa the eomnd.f^ that 
name, whom he had pierced^ yet he after- 
wards actually repeatedly exclaimed in h^ 
agonies of pain, in ^e pregenoe of hm 
physician Doctor Manly, OyLonihelpme, 
O Jesus help me ! Upon being ^uesticmed 
by the Doctor, as to his (;;mi&dence in the 
succour of that name, ha would make no 
reply* But being further urged, he sai^ 
with a previous thoughtful pause : ^^ I hav^ 
na wish to believe dn that sutject^"*- 

It h^ been the opini<m of those who haA 
the best means of seeing tb^ last days of 
this hoary incendiary, that it was his labour 
and aiin tq maintain to his last, the i^petm* 

* Doctor Manly, has written a letter explanatory 
of his death. We are informed by him, that when- 
ever he fell into paroxysms of pain, which ^ere fre- 
quent beibro his death, he would cry ouit witkDut 
intermission, O Liord help me^ O .Testis help.n^.i 
God hell) me, Jesus Christ help me, &c. His conduct 
Was as sih^lar as his conversation was eqnivocaL 
He vroKiM. not be left alone night m da^. He wotdd 
actually 8Cfeaxn-.aQd holloa if left akmo but f<»r one 
moment.-^ - , - 
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^me# of fintmeds atid undtsmay in^ his prin* 
*cipies. This false and vaihglorious pride, 
Vas natural to such an heart ; and mak^ 
the opinion extremely probable. Btrt the 
mquietude and uncertainty consequent to 
ia mind so alienated from God, kept hitik 
!^wakened to continue^ fear, lest his cou- 
inige, which was forced and fluetaating, 
might be. overruled by his distrustiit^, 
though feeble conscience^ if he once sub- 
mitted to hear the arguments which a 
JDbratian could ftt st^h at time enforce. 
Besides he was tod codsciOus of his Marfr 
pbemy againsit Ghvist tp even hope hx hh 
name. He had therefore no alternatiTe but 
to sustain his character, or loose his wretch- 
•«d fame. . , 

Alt concur in describing him as possessing 
the most peculiarly a^vful visage that ever 
iaaddeited s^ dying bed. It was an unifu^ 
face; possessing ah assemblage of every 
vitious and dismal passion. It was indeed 
fpo terrific to suffer some who knew him, 
to repeat their visits. . J. / 

As he would aever tolerate any conversa- 
tion resp^ctanRreHjgt^n, so he dieid leaving 
ho other . evidence behind him, than his 
-^seweral JSi,wxai(m t^ Chri^ arid his disciple 
Me hm^mm gone to Ws iseward, where tht 
«»H^fs pf fitcsNJgc^ Jll^dbdul9^ 
y 2 
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05i EXfcMPLlFieATIOX. . 

[Thdsewlw are cuirioQs to lemm mov^oi T^m^^ 
m»y^ find enough in Cheetham's '* life of Pained' late- 
ly published, to give them a complete disgust of his 
character. He was insincere as a politician, was 
too anpiting for tkames and tifks to be a real }te[)Uhi- 
itcan, and was an habitual drtudLard ^ind a meet 
disg^ting slo^eB. HeyvajsaLioavancuniigaxid base in 
the fulfilment of his pecimiary promises. In short, 
he was a compound of all those vices which arfe 
generated in t^ breast of every infid£l who waxi- 
tonfy set« the latw of GodM ^aace. 1 , 



[ T/i& names tvhichfoBow^ are>such Un^ 
lifvers as t'efortnedt/ieir Livesyond bort 
their testimony to the truth.} 

GHABLES GlI-DOJf, 

Author oj a book called the Oracles of 
Reason, was Convinced of the fallacy of his 
own arguments against religion, and the 
danger of his situation, by reading Leslie's 
Short Method With a J>feist. He after- 
wards wrote a defence of Revealed Rdi- 
^on, entitled the Deist*s Manual, and died 
in the christian faith. 

LORD LYTTLETOW, 

Author of the History of Ifenty die Seo<m4t 
aftd Gilbert West, had both sntbibed ^die 
prtDci^ft^ of iBibcIki; ami bsA agreed ^- 
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i;etiler to irrite aoii^^lag^lii liiv<mr^ in- 
lideRtjr. To do thb more tflSfeolaaHjr, tli^ 
judged it. necessary to acquaint themselves 
;{>retty well with ike Bible* By the pen&al 
of that book, however, they were ^hgd^ con- 
vinced of their error : both b^ame conveits 
to the religion of Christ Jesu$ ; both took 
up their pe^ 2md wrote in favor of it : the 
former his Observations on>tkeC)oaversion 
of St. Paul ; the latter, his Observations 
on the resurrection of O^ist ; and both 
died in peace. 

Joh|is(m tells us, that, ^^ Lord JLyttleton, 
in the pride of juvenile confidenpe, with the 
Help of corrupt conversation, entertained 
doubts of the midi of diristianity $ but he 
^opght afterwards it was no longer fit to 
doubt, 01? believe by chance, he uierefore 
appHed himself seriously to the great ques- 
tion. His studies b^ing honest, ended in 
convic^n. He found, that religioh was 
tnte, and^ what he had learned, h^, endea- 
voured to teach, by observations on the con^ 
version of St. Paul; a treatise to which in- 
iideli^ has never been able to fabricate a 
specious ^,a«3wer."-r-Two d^a previous to 
his dissolution, this great and good man 
addressed his physician in th^ae memorable 
,worib:*— *^ Doctor, you shall be my con- 
faasor. l?KhmfXfirgftj3ct out iof the .world, 
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2m jtxBMnmcxrmK. 

I had fi4ei]Sa who' endeavouired to sKakis 
my bielicf in the christiiaii religbn.., T sav 
di Acuities which staggered 'me, but I kept 
iny mi^d open to conviction. The evidence 
and doctrines of christiani^, studied with 
attention, made me a most firm and peiv 
iuaded beUever of the chrbtian religion. I 
have naade it the ri)Je«crf'my life, and-r-it ijj 
the gro4xiid of my future hopesv^' 

.One of &t firit charact^s of the present 
iige, though blessed with a religious educa^ 
ition, contracted the principles of infidelity, 
when he travelled abroadi* But as he scom- 
ed to be an implicit beUevert he was equals 
ly averse from being an impUeit unbeliever- 
He therefore set himself to examii^ the 
principles of the gospel of Christ, with a{l 
oa^^tion and.seriou^ness. The result of his 
mvestigation was, ^ f ull convicticm of Ae 
4ivine cnriginal and amhorit7of.the:gospel. 
TkQ evidence of ren^idation appeared to him. 
to he solid and invincible ; and the nature 
of it to Jbe such as demanded his watmeet 
accept^e* 
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80AME JENYKS, 

By some means had been watped aside in- 
to the path^ of infidelity, and continued in 
this state of mind several years. Finding 
his spirit, however, not at rest, he was in- 
duced to examine the grounds upon which 
his unbelief w$ts founded. He discovered 
his error ; was led to belieVe in the Saviour 
of mankind; and wrote a xsmall treatise in 
the defence of the gospel, entitled, a view 
of the internal evidences of Christianity ; a 
work worthy the perusal of every man, who 
wishes to utaderstand the excellency of 
the religion which he professes. 

OLIVER, 

A fimlous physician, was a zealous unbe- 
liever till within a short time of his death. 
Being convinced of his error, and the dan- 
ger of his situation, he bewailed his past 
conduct with strong compunction of heart, 
and gave up his spirit at last, in confideitt 
expectation of ittercy from God, through 
the merit of that Saviour, whbm, for mant 
years, he had ridtcuted and opposed. *'Oh^^^ 
said he, "that I could umio the mischief 
that I have done ! I was more ardent to poi* 
son people with the principles of irreligion 
and unbelief, than: almost ^my christian can 
bt tb spread the doctriiies ot Christ." 
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gQ9 ifimum^ipxnm' 

Received a mortal wound at the little T)f 
Bergen, ia G^rm^ny, A. D. 1759. ije was 
of a noble family, ^d pM33es$ed equal 
abilities as a miniaj^ ^ the .doaet, wd ^ 
general in the fields being favoured with a 
liberal educatiocu -Having, im^ibea the 
principles pf infidelity^ he qpnttn^ed aprq- 
lessed deiat, till the time b^e received hia 
&tal wound* During hi* illnew, boweyeir, 
A great and.eiFectua} change wa^ wrQu^t 
upon his wind by the power of divine gr^c?^, 
and hei died in the luU. asjsurauce of faith^ 

Slorying in the salvation of Jesus, and won- 
ering at the happy change which had 
taken pla^e in his souL 

EARL OF ROCHESTER, 

W!^ a great scholar^ a great poet, a great 
sinn^, and ^ great penitent* His life was 
written by Buriiet, and his funeral sermcm 
was preaeh^4 ^^ published by Mr. Par- 
dons. Dr. Johnson, speakii:)ig of Buri^tV 
life of this nobleman^ says, "The cntu: 
p^ht to rejid it for fe»- elegance, the philo'- 
9ppher for its argument, ajad thp saint for 
its piety.'* 

, Ills lordship, it app^rs^ had advanced to 
an uncpmnjon height of wickedness, having 
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been an a^^^dccfte in ^be bUndfr eause of 
atheism^ and an encomiast to Beelzebub. 
He had raked toO in the veiy bottom of the 
jakes of debauthery, and had been arsatyrist 
s^inst religion itself* But wheti, like the. 
prodigal in the gospel, he catkve to himself, 
his mind was filled with the mtost extreme 
hottof , which forced sharp and bitter hivec- 
tlves ftom him against himself; terming 
himself thfe Vilest wretch that the sutt ever 
shone upon^; wishing he had been a. crawl- 
itjg leper in A ditch, a liflkboy, or a bcgg-ar,- 
or had-Kved in a dungeon, rather than of- 
ffetided God in the manner he had done. 

Upon the first visit of Mr. Parsons to 
him, on May 26tli, 16B0, after a journey 
from die West, he fouftd him labouring un- 
der great trouble of mind, and his con- 
science full of terror. The earl told him— 
^ When on his journey^ he had been argu- 
ing with greater vigour against God and 
religion, than ever he had aone in hk life- 
time before, and that he had been resolved 
to run them down with all the argument and 
spite m the world 5 but like the great cott- 
v«rt, Paul, he found it hard to kick ngainfit 
God." At this time, however^ his heart 
was so powerfully affected, that be argued^ 
as much for €kKl and religion, as ever he 
had done againist tbnn.-^Hehad such tre-*^ 
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264 EiSE^t^^iCAlDQK. 

ni9iHb)us. apt^heBatood of the IKvio^ JX^- 
jesty, uiinjped with such delightful contem- 
plations of hi^ nature and p^ectionb^ and 

, of the amiableness of religion, that he said* 
— ^^ I never was advanced Uius far ti^wards 
happiness in my life before; thoqgh upon 
the commission of soo^e sins extraordinary^ 
I have had some considerable checVs and 
warning? from within; biit still I struggled 
with them, and so wore them off again. 
One day, at an atheistical meeting in the 
house of a person of quality, I undertook to 
manage^ the cause, and was the principal - 
disputant against God and religion ; and 
fpr my performances received the applause 
of the whole company.— Upon thi^ my 
mind was terribly struck, and I immeidiately 
replied thus to m5^elf — " Good God, that 
a man that walks uptight, that sees the 
wonderful works of God, an4 has the u^e 
of Jms seitsea ^d reason, should use tHein 
to the defying of his Creator !-— But though 
this was a good beginning .towards my con- 
version, to find my conscience pouched foi* 
my sins, yet it went off again : nay, all my 
life long, I had a secret value and reverence 
for an honest man, a|id. loved morality in 
others. But I had formed an odd scheine 

^ of religion to myself, which would solve all 
tliat God or conscience might fprce uppji 
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EXEMPLI^ICATIOK. 265 

ftfiej yet I was never reconciled to the busi- 
ness of Christianity ; nor had I that reve- 
rence for the gospel of Christ, which I 
* cug^t to have had.'* 

'I'hts state of mind continued till the fifty- 
third chapter of Isaiah was read to him, to- 
gether with some other parts of the sacred 
scriptures; when it pleased God to fill his 
mind with such peace and joy in believing, 
that it was remarkable to all about him, up- 
on which he used to enlarge in a very fami- 
liar and affectionate manner, applying the 
whole to his own humiliation and encour- 
agement. 

*« O blessed God, would he say, " can 
such a horrid creature as I am be accepted 
by thee, who have denied thy Being, and 
contemned thy power? Can there be mer- 
cy and pardon for me I Will God own such 
si wretch as 1 ?** * 

' In the middle of bb sickness h(e said stllf 
farther j — '* Shall the unspeakable Joys of 
heaven be conferred on me ? O mighty Sa- 
viour, never but through thine infinite loVe 
and satisfaction r O never but by the pur- 
chase of thy blood?*— =adding-^" that with 
all abhorrence he refieeted upoh his former 
life*— that frorti his heart he repented of all 
that foHy and ingdness of which he had been ' 
.guihy,^ <. . 
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H^ h^ ti strotig axid^owing e^ieemlor 
the sacred scriptures, • and evldesa^ iaW: 
their <livJne fulnesj and ejficdki^y : ♦* For^= 
hswritig^ spoken to his heart, he : achnoiRr-, 
ledged, all the seemiitg abeul-tMttds andcfi^ 
tradictiotis fancied by^ men of qornrataad 
reprobate judgments, "were vanished; aod 
the excellency and beauly of ibem appeamd* 
conspicuously, pow tiiat he was^ome^ rcr 
ceive the truth in the love of ifc." 

During hfe illness hp had a hearty coa^.' 
cem for the pious education of cl^adr^ • 
wishing **hls son might never be a wivone 
0# those wretched creatures who pride them*^ 
delves in abusiag -^ad and religion vdenj)'* 
ing his Being or Im Providence; bu% th^ 
lie might be^me an honest, m^i; and of a 
truly rehgiotis character, whi^h ai% toxM 
be the simport atui Ueastng ofhis family. *'. 

One of his companions comsngto see imn 
on his death-bed, he said to him ;— " Ott©- 
member that you crni^mn. God no more* 
He is an aveiq;ing G^, s&sd mill .visit yoa 
for your sins; and wiU^ I hope, hi merejr- 
touch your conscmice^seoner: or later, ila- 
be has done inine«*«-«Tott and t Jiave bee|i 
friends and sinners t^eidter a gneat while, 
therefore lam riie laoore free^wkh you*?*^' 
We have been all mista^^n in our conecilB 
and opinions; bur pevsuastOQS have bech 
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^ifetaxMl grotttidlesflt; tfaei^l^re I |»«y God 
"gfpam* )^cm repentaace." 

' When be drew tdwair^ ibc lust stage of 
im saetaiesa, be said^ *^ If God ^lookl spare 
me jret a btde longed time here, I hope to 
tttring gfa»ry to his nsaaty proportionably^ 
Ae dtshonow I bftve done to him in vay 
whale hfe; atid particulaily t^,my endear 
^Mfan( to coimnce o^r^ ami to assiare 
fhtm of the daa^ of theii^ conditton^ if 
thej CCTttimied'ii m ^eg l ^tit ; andto tell d^m 
hov gratioudy €iod bath deak with »e.'^ 

Aw when he came widiin still nearer 
views of dtssoltttioR, about duree or four 
%bys before it, hesaidyr^^I shall now dit': 
but, Oh; wiiatiinspeakaye^lorietf do I see! 
"Whai; joys, beyond thougM or expressioli 
-ami gettBifaAe<^! I am assui^ed of God^ 
mercy to me thro^;h Jesus Cki:ist! OM 
haw I long^to die, and to foe wkh my Sa- ' 
viour!'* 

'. For the admonitite of others, a«d to undo 
as much ^s was* In his power, the mischtif 
of his former conduct, he subscribed the 
fDlkming recantation^ aii4 ordered it to be 
^published after his death : 

** For dte benefit of all those, whom I may 

'-have'drawn into sin by my example and eii- 

Hbouragement,; I leave to tbo^worid this my 

.last derhniliog: wl^ch X deUver in the 
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hbtr^vetv tipeot nuinyy^rs in stmdfy ex- 
- tran^p»<^s, he ifi^ at lengdi, by^ a long 
, woA p$ioM ^iekfieds^ brot^ht to «& very 
*'8ctious^8e«i8e of th^ exoe&ncy of religion, 
. «idof faift own great* ftin and foUy in the 
iMgkctatid ct>n^mpt of it. H^ according- 
4^9 byis^of makti^ some stmW reparation 
ibr.lbe ttiflehief he met done by his wick- 
^^^dneis, ^dre^ v^^ai address to his friends 
mod the fiub^:) smxie what like to the above 
H&f ilodte«ter^ sipped by divers witnesses, 
luad caused it to be r^d in two neighbour- 
ing ^ttfcfaes, and spread abros^ among all 
his^firienUs and neighbours through the 
> cowtry^ as extensively as he \ims able. 

GEORGE VJLLIEHS^ 

' Duke q£ Bidckingham, waa the nchest tnais, 

«nd one of the ^;rei^st wits In the court ctf 

'Charles II f smd. yet su^h were hb vites 

and cxtn^iragaaces, that before he died, he 

* mia isdiiccd to pot^etty and general eoa- 

te^^pt* In "Am sitmkxi<mj i^ever, he 

9eeni$ to have beeti brought to a sense of his 

f<^y^ wd'ibe ^ang^r of Ms coa£don, from 

the letter which he wrote to Dr# Barrow, 

.of whom he had rni hi^h opinion, on his 

' :d^tth bed; laid which is worthy the atten- 

fjdon oi ettery mm of pleasure and ^Ussipft- 

' timm , • c ' ■ ' '■ ■ ' 

2 2 
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270 EXSMVUXSCAXISIK. 

^ Dear Doctor ^ 
\ always lotpked. upim you at a^fnon oC 
troe virtue : and kngw. you to.be a if^vaxm. 
of sound judgment. For, honrever I may 
act m.^positbn to. tbe prinfiipks of lit** 
Ugion, or. the dictates of reason, I caa 
honestly assure you« I liad always the Ugh- 
est veneration for both. The . werld and I 
may shake hands ; for I dar e affirm^ w« ar«t . 
heartily weary of each other. Q whi^ a 
prodig^ have I been of the most viduab)e 
of all possessi(ms, time ! I have squandered 
it away, with a persuasion it wna lasting; 
and now, when a few days woula be #octli 
a hecatomb pf worlds, 1 cjJnnot flatter my- 
self with a prospect of half a do2.en hours. 
How despicable is that maa who never 
prays to God, but in the time of his dis* 
tress ! In what manner can he supplicate^ 
that omitiipotent Being in his affliction, with , 
re\'erence; whom in the ^bde of his proa* 
perity, he never remembered with dread ?. 
Do not brand me with infidelity, when I 
tell you, I am, almost ashamed to oflfer op 
my petiticm to the throne of grace.; or ^ 
imploring that divine mercy in th^ next 
wbidd, which I have so scandalbusty abused 
in this. ShaU ingratitude to man h^ looked 
on as the blackest of crimes, auid not mr 
-Tjititude to God ? fi^aH- an insult offered 
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to the king be looked on k tbe most ofei^- 
sivt light; and yet no notice laked when 
^the&mg^ Icings is treated with mdigni^ 
a^ disrespect ? tkt comptmloiid of . mjr 
fomter libtitrtinism woukl scarce belkve 
;th6ir eyes^ vcre yoa to show them this 
epktle* Timy would lau^ at mc as u 
tii^smmgetithasiiast, or.pitf me;as a timo- 
rous Wfietchy^ who w^ shocked at the ap^ 
]>earanc» of f uttiiil?|^ 'l^ey are more eo- 
tided to toy pity than ttiy resentment. A 
future slate mfay very well strike terror in- 
to any man who has not acted well in tlus 
life : and he must have an uncommoii sfaane 
of courage indeed, who does not shrink at 
the presence of his God* You see the ap- 
prehensiotis of death, will soon; bring me 
inost profligate to a {proper nse of their 
imderstanding. laai haunted iyy remorse, 
di^pised by my acquaintance, and, I fear, 
forsaken by my God* T.Tiere is nothing so 
dangerous, as extraordinar)- abilities. I 
cannot be accused of vanity now, by being 
s^siMe that I was once possessed of nn^ 
common t^pialiftcatiofis; as I sincerely re- 
giiet that I ever was blest with any at aU. 
My^ rank m life still made these accom- 
pUshments more conspicuon*; and, Utati- 
nated w^ tlie gooerai applause whi^h they 
pnocured, I nevar ccmsidercd> aboxxt tine 
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proper means bylviMi^tbty^AfiMhtiik^ 
playecL Hence, to purchase a^Mttib frotti 
a blockheBul whom i lieiipittBd, I have fec^ 
quendy treated the viituoua with dtitfifph 
spect ; and sported with die imfy mune'^ 
heaven, to obtain a laugh f ram a pared of 
fpols, whQ were ehtkled tono&lagJiiii npjr 
contemi^ Sfen of wit look oa dMrnadi^m 
as •discharged from the lintti^ of i^gbxi; 
and confine d)e doctiines of the-Chnpel/lo 
peo{^ of meaner understand!]^; ana lode 
«n that man to be of narrow gcnkis who 
studies to be good* What a pi^ that die 
holy writings are not madcrtt]»e criterion of 
true jiulgment !— JFavour me with a visit 
AS soon as possible. Writing to you* gives 
me some ease. I am of opimon^ij|^^is,tl«& 
last visit I shall ever solicit from ycm* My 
• distemper^ is poi^tgrfuL C^me and l^saif 
for the departing spirit of date vnbappy .. / 

BUCKINGHAK^" 

BILLON, 

Earl of Boscommon, contemporary wift 
Buckingham, was also a man of 'cobsidei^ 
able k^mnng axii aMlkies, bittr a matif «tf 
€li»sipation sted* licentioitS' prmcifdes* ' Be 
atddtcted himself inimoderately to gaming, 
hy which he was engaged ia froqiiem qii^r^ 
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.feb And brought ioia no little dtttress. 
But, however we may be disposed to play 
^m devil when we are in no apparent daiv 
ger^ there is a time coming, when we siiail 
'^e all things in a more s^ioua. point of 
vi^. Accmidingly, we are tcdd, at the 
moaiunit this merry nohbeiDan expired, he 
was conatrained to utter, with an energy 
toS voice that expreased the most ardent 

•* MyGod, liny Father, ^ my Frietid; * ' ' 
Slynatlbftakeaieintheeiid." * 

' "^-. A NOBLEMAN. ' '* 

lYe have also J^n uncommon alarm given 
*tl$ in a tetter from another nobleman on his' 
•death4>ed, to an mtknate companion; 
^%#hichi»o man can seriously read, and hot 
be deejpty affettfed. 

^^ Dear Sir, * . 

" Before you receive this, my final state 
will be determined by the judge of all the 
<ardi. In a few days at most, perhaps in 
ji few hour^ the inevitable sertfence will bt 
passed, that ^hall raise me to the height) of 
Jbappini^ss, or sinlp nie to the depths Off 
JFniftery* While you re^ these lines, 1 shall 
b« ^i^r. g^o)W3iu|g-iHider. the agonies of 
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274 ^ %XRUTtnmJkTWiSf. 

4d»olttte despair, or trium]^^' in foSbio^ 
of ioy. 

It is impossiUe forvme to ex{nr66s life 
present disposition of my so«^--^ ,vi»t 
uncertainty I vam straggling wkh ! -No 
words can paint the fc^rce and vivsM?: of 
my.appr^ensionft* £v^ry dotlit weat% jKt 
fece of borroTi and woidd pcrfiMly over- 
whelm me, but for eomc tstitit bednis^ 
hope, which 4art srutqss the tremeodoitt 
^oom ! What tongue tsm ut^ tbe^ anguish 
of a soul susp^ided betwe^i the cd^treaaes 
of infinite joy, and eternal misery ? I s^ 
throwing my la^ stake for ^et^suty^ «^ 
tremble and shudder fbir the importa^ 
event* - ,, ,:. .^ ^ • — :'•-" 

Good God I, how h%ve I eiiiph^yed tH}^ 
self ! vrhs|t enchantment Ji^th held me ? lii 
what delifiumr hs^^ my Ufe bfieci pMll 
What have I been doing, whikf ^ sW:J^ 
its race, and the stars in their courses, hav^ 
lent their beams, peibaps^only to Ug^ht me 
to perdiuon! . 

I never awakened till now. I have bat 
just commenced the dignity of a ration^ 
being. Till this instant I had a wrong a]^ 
wehension of every thing in nature. I 
fi^e pursued shadows, and entertkinefi 
myself with dreams. 1 have been treastiBT* 
itfg tip 4ui5t, and spett^ug myself -^tih tm 
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wvsA. I loNafe baork cm my past life, and 
llMfae^oine memorials^ guilt and infamy, 
if isr aB a bl»a^k-ss~l perfect vacancy !* I 
mi^ bam ..grained with the beasts of the 
field, or snag wi;A the winged inhabkants 
Jft the wo04k t» mach bet^r purpose^ than 
fliiy l(«r #i8cli 1 have Kvcd. And cki \ but 
IcHr^MDe fitkit 101^, a^lQusand times more 
bieafl^ liad r>bem> to have dl^t widi the 
cMla^iafiahfe «al!«y^ and never he^rd. the 
^ymiglity^ ibrt^* por w^ked into life at his 

*^I ttc^a' hlid A ju«« apprdiension of the 
Alfemnt^'of the part I am to act till now. 
I^ha^re tiftonni^t deaili insuking on the 
hostile pkin,. afid, with a stupid boast, de<^ 
ftfcd his Errors : with a courage as hrutai 
m tfegfc ^£ the w^rtike horse, I have rushed 
radttffey *dd of batde, l^g^ied at the glit- 
oMl^ spear, and t^^ed at the sound of 
thir <ruinpet; nc»* had athoughtof any stated 
beyond tfie grave, nor the great tribunal to 
which 1 must have beea summoned j 

*• Where aU iny secret guilt had been wveal'd,, ^ 
Nor ^ minutest circumstance conceaPd." 
- « ■ • . ' ^ ■ -1 ' 

Jt is this which ^nns deatii wjth all it* 
-'terrors ; else I could still jrnock ^t fear, and 
sngiile ip ^he f^ce of the gjlpopv^ il»o|}arch* 
It is npt giving up my breaAy it ^ not being 
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5Jf 6^ ESiEMITtlJPICA'noif. :• 

forerer insensible, itett is tJie thduglit at 
which I shrink : it is the tcn4We hcreaftetv 
the something beyond the gtave at whkfc 
I recoil. Those great realities, which, \kt 
the hours of mirth and vanity, I have treated^ 
as phanthoms, as the idle dreams of 8n|)er*' 
stitious beings ; ihese start forth, snwl dai^fe^ 
me now in their most terrible demonstra- 
tion. My awakened conscience fteli sofflae* 
thinr. of that eternal vengeance I Imve ofi- 
cn defied. . ^• 

To what heights of madness is it possi-^ 
hie for human nature to reach? What ex- 
travagance is it to jest ^vith de^th ! to lai^ 
sd damnation ! to sport with c^ehiai chains^ 
:md recreate a jovial fanty with thie sceftes 
of infernal misery ! ^ i 

Were there no impifety in this kind ci 
mirth, it would be as iil-bred as to entei^* 
t^n a dying friend with the si^ df ^ hear* 
lequin, or the rehearsal of a farce. Every 
thing in nature seems to reproach thSs levity 
in human creatures. The whole creation, 
man excepted, is serious: man^ who has 
the highest reason to be so, while Ms aflR»rs 
of infinite consequence are depending on thi| 
sfiort uncertain duration. A tondemned 
\^retch may with as good a grace gO daiic- 
ifig to his execution, as the greatest part of. 
mankind g6 OA 'With suck a fhoughtJess piy^ 
*v to their grave. 
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Ok ! whh what horror d^ I recall those 
hours pf vanity which wd have wasted to- 

Sthe^ ! Return, ye lo«t neglected moment^' 
ow should I prize you ^ve the Eastern 
treasures ! liet me dwell with hermits ; lei, 
me rest on the cold earth ; let me converse 
in cottages $ may I but once more stand ft' 
candidate for an immortal crown, and have 

1 e vain grandeurs of a court !. Ye so«j»d« 
ing titles, and perishing riches ! what do 
ye now Ag^fy I what compbUi^Mi,. what re- 
lief c^ ye give jne 1 1 have ja aplendi4 pas^ 
f^^ to the grave ; I die ii)L state, and lao^-, 
^u^h under a i^lded cauo^y ; I a|n exf ir-r 
i^g on spft and dowi^y pillows, and am 
respectfully attended by my servants and 
pby^icia^s : my dependents. sigh, my sisters 
vreep, my fat^ei: bends beneath a load of 
y^^ and grief; my lovely wife p^e an4 
sQent, conceals her inwavd anguish ^ m^ 
friend, who was as my own soul,^ suppresses 
his sighs, and leaves me to his secret grief. 
But, oh! who of these will answer my 
summons at the hi^ tribunal^ lUioof them 
will bail me from the arrests of death? 
liVho will descend into the dark prison of 
the grave for me ? 

Here they all leave me, after having paid 
a.few idle ceremonies to die breathless cf^ 
A a 
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276 EXEMTiJFiCATIQH. ' 

which peffaams majr Ue reposed in staete.^ 
while my som, my <Hily coi^^cioits part, may 
stand trembling before my judge. 

My afflicted friends, it is very probabl^e^ 
with great solemnity will lay the senseless 
corpse ia a stately n^onument, inscribed 
with. 

Here lies the Great — — , 

But could the pale carcase speak, it would 
so<m reply Zf-*-*^ 

Fialse nufftfle, wliere ? 
K(^lMilgbiitpo«rwMiddU8tlieshetel <, 

While some flattering panegyric is pro* 
nounced at my^ interment, I may perhaps 
be hearing my just condemnation at a sir- 
ptticfr tribunal ; where an unerring vercfict 
may sentence me to fevcrlasting infamy. 
But I cast myself on his absolute niercy, 
through the infinite merits of the Redeemer 
6f lost mankind. 'Adieu, till we meet in the 
world of spirHs,** ' 
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y ^lliis man, celebrated as the greatest book^ 
^Uer in the world^ as well as for the many 
and large editkuiB of his o^^n *' Memoirs, 
written generally to bring Religion^ particu^ 
larly Ae more spiritual part of it, into ridi: 
cfA^ and disre|uite, furnishes us with a very 
remarkable exhibiticm of tl^ power of Di- 
vine Cirace. These >*MemoirB,^ and his 
4nibsequeiit '^^ Ckmleflsicms'' dFrem(»%e and 
^repentance, dispky in a very Gonspicuovs 
Bianaer, w^*^ and Aotv^ men can contenm 
ihelrudi: aad how confused and ashamed 
they may be by Grace, at ih^ supposed 
Idest and' niost extolled sinful performances* 
. Jfrom a very humUe origin, he ro«^ 
'through the assistance 6f religion friends^ 
to to el|BVatioii seldom equalled in men of 
^is low s{dier^ suid scanty education* Being 
of an acute and enquking mmd, he read 
-with eagdr avidity an astonishing variety 
of books, which by a very tenacious memo- 
Ty, soon gave him a stock of knowledge, 
which because not well chosen, nor received 
with becoming humility, puf&d up his as- 
piring vanity, tiU like a foil blown bladder 
it burst in infidelity. Ue had in humbler 
life, when be needf d tl^ consolations of 
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the SjMrit, been an engaged «nd sincelv 
christian ; but from the cauaea just men- 
tioned^ and an inattenticm to the seductions 
which a flattering world can use, he ket 
tiot c»dy hb sense of Adigpon^ but eiron 
became so fotg^fid^ penrerted, jwd h»8$^ 
^B to write hia ^^memohrs^' on jniriKise to 
vilify and disparage that same religion he 
^had {Hx>&ased and eojoyed* .- So true it i% 
as he himselC^ aiierwaxds confessed, T^iaC 
men am foiiget that ^hey ^ weie purged 
from their sins,'^ and can like IPcter^ enwt 
curse and swvar^ that ^ diey Jkoow not the 
man." In doing this, he hoped to haire 
effected mndi by shmdering ihe character 
pf the Bev.Mn Wesley^ lus JGU-mer benla^ 
&ctor ; so ungr^fnl is infideliiy ! But in 
process of time, Mr. Wesley died, andhfe 
^4i£e and death" beitog publiflhed. Air. Ladc^ 
iagton was induced- to look into it, thitt he 
mig^ ascertain how he died. In reading 
this Book, behold how atrange are. the 
w^ of Providence J he iAt himself a^ei^ 
nattty ^^ delighted^ confow^ed, instructed 
and tiPooUed. ' That divine ppwer (says he^ 
in his ^^ confessions,") which has been felt by * 
tlH>usaiid8 under the preaching of . Mr. 
Wesiejratid his preached again humbled 
me in die. dust. I sunk down at the feet 
rf Christ and washed them, with; my tearj^ 
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iSoiypW) joy and l0ve, yt^ere swe^lf tmngted 
together in mf souL >^ I was ttow con^ 
vmeied that the pardonipg love of God 
-which wa8^r«^ m<m\fe8tedxo my sipul, was 
a divine realftyt and not the effect of % 
heated kKmgin^<»B«?' 

From t^t time a» ihe reading world all 
Jcnowa, he to bc$im doi»g his utmost, by 
4he publicatioti of Bel^us trmt^ and tlie 
i^nresKi of hiB/rgewctnawaByto Utoase for his 
"Wralclted caideavoiirs: to vitify the power 
«aod e^cacy of tl^ most Hdy Scriptures. 
' Ewryiafidel ought to read Iiaekingcoto's 
tHCIoalessioiKh" They are a miiror, in 
which they tsim oftea see themselves !*«• 
'fleeted ; pmtieuiarly if they have previously 
■read his coaceiled aiid reproachful ^^ me^ 



^ TaapatieBti^eaderfWhohasacixnnpamed 
OS to ft close, must now determine fin* him^ 
self, whether the Religion, of Jesus be a 
divioe reidi^, or a base imposition upon the 
credulity 6f mankind* ■ ' 

The comparison of the lives and deaths 
of simttrs and of saints, suffieiendy demon'- 
strate the superior degree of happin^s en- 
joyed by the cimstiaiu ; If it be a delusion. 
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facts still declare, that no such measure rf 
joy and transport ^circle the languishing 
bed of the in&deL Even that elegant ge- 
nius, the aspiring, disappointed, young 
Chatterton, (who impiously terminated his 
own existence) could not forbear, as a token 
of his best wishes to a friend, to wish him 
^^ all the consolations which the diristian 
Religion affords to those who can believe 
it, but of which (alluding to his own sup- 
posed superior sagacity) /can have none.'' 
Those who are still incredulous, we aw- 
fully fear, will discover their error when it 
is forever too late to remedy it» 'Hie errdf- 
of such an one's judgment #ift not serve hb 
defence ; it wiU be proved to be nothing 
8ltt>rt of the deprafoity of his ^eart. Those 
who remain firm and unshaken inihdk in- 
fidelity, under the still small voice of peace- 
ful reason and the ordhmiy teachings of 
grace, nnust be considered as hopeless, un- 
less awakened from their di*eam of damn- 
ing illusion^ by the tremenduoua thunders 
of Mount Sinai ! 

** Since then we die but once, and after death 
Th* immortal spirit goea 
To ^idleaa joys, or everlasting woes ; 
IvUe is the maiif who labours to secure 
The migh^ and important stake." 



mm. 
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ERRATA. 

fpge 6S»«--lst liAe----caniationTead incarnatkm. 

,i 80^ 13th „ after the words "Bible revelation^* "^ 
read m parentheses, (the necessity for which 
is not, however, the less to be required). 

„ 100, 15th line— ^-ead, to Feel is to be fir'd. 

J, 136, irth 4o.— ;/rojB, read, on Cornelius' 
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